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NOBODY WANTS TO
COME OUTSIDE AND
PLAY WITH ME, MR. B.
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OKAY, I'LL BE

IT'S TOO COLD, ELMO.. WHY DON'T
YOU COME INSIDE AND PLAY?

I'M GONNA TAKE ELMO
OUTSIDE AND HELP HIM

www.Blondie.com

ANYTHING HAPPEN
WHILE WE WERE

LET'S SEE..THESUN
SHINED..A FEW
CLOUDPS WENT BY.u
THE TIDE WENT OUT...
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LETS PLAY
ANOTHER NINE

\THE PENTAGON

DIDNT CALL...AND
LT, FUZZ CAME
TO SEE YOU.,

TSTENOCLOCK,
ANDIM ATHIRD OF

AT THIS RATE, T'LL FINISH ARAUND
1:20, FAUL INIOBED, SLEEP FOR
FIVE HOURS, THEN GET UPAND
START AL OVER AGAIN.

HIGH sCHOOL IBN'T
ABOUT EDUCATION,
IT5 ABOUT ENDURANCE. 4

[EoIPUAS S3.MIE0.3 BU AQ PRINQUISIG GUSIWIEd SLIZ 90020

T NEVER FINISH BEFORE
MIDNIGHT, MOM.

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

TED HAS NEVER BEEN CRAZY ABOUT HIS
JOB. HE HARDLY EVEN TALKS ABOUT IT...

Cryptoquip
0 QRIJMMA KTBP

BPSY
YTQFNJBOZI ZRL HSSPLRIQ

HQSK BPSQRB. OP'B JMM
BNSV-VA KRQFNJZVOBR.

Yesterday's ~ Cryptoquip:  IF YOU'RE
PREVENTED FROM ENTERING ANY PUB, I

GUESS IT MEANS YOU'VE BEEN DIS-BARRED.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals L

BUT LATELY HE'S
BEEN ITCHING FOR
A REAL CHANGE...

I JUST THINK 40
MAY BE A BIT TOO
OLD TO ENTER
PROFESSIONAL

TALKING BASS
FISHING.
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GL UYB EOAGCOE HY JVH

GQ J ZYCCYC IYTGO, G

MBOAA UYB'E ZIJTO HY

MY GQ LYC J AVCOJI HOAH.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [ REALLY MUST STOP
PURCHASING NEW FOOTWEAR FROM STORES.
[T'S ALL SHOD-DY MERCHANDISE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; M equals G
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42
48
51
ACROSS 38 Lean-to DOWN 20 Othello’s
1 Abound 39 Trail 1 Forum foe
5 Actress the garb 22 Wile E.’s
La Rue pack 2 Hollywood supplier
8 Wield a 41 Erstwhile clashers 23 Forelegs
cleaver frosh 3 Right 25 Filch
12 Lecherous 43 Big angles 26 Literary
look cheese 4 Olym- collection
13 PC 46 “Song pians’ 27 Button
alternative of the awards on a
14 Immense South” 5 Ostrich’s door
15 Klondike uncle kin frame
event 50 Astringent 6 Anatom- 29 Golden
17 Cruising 51 American ical rule
18 Examine Beauty’s duct word
ore home 7 Liniment 31 Wish
19 This or 54 “Mona —’ target otherwise
that 55 — pro 8 Fireside 32 Started
21 Meadows nobis occur- 34 Jason’s
24 Blond 56 Toast rences ship
shade topper 9 Secret 38 Cyndi
25 Urban 57 McCarthy 10 Curved Lauper
fleet cohort molding song
28 Locomo- 58 Take 11 Brandy 40 Madison
tive a flavor Avenue
noise mate 16 Reuben worker
30 Internet 59 Sassy holder 42 Opposite
address of “post-”
33 Insepa- Solution time: 21 mins. 43 Body
rable G powder
34 Acid g 44 Hodge-
type e podge
35 Seek T 45 Mush-
restitution T room
36 One E 47 Stubborn
of the al one
gang 48 Addict
37 Broadway 49 Attempt
version of 52 Raw rock
“La 53 Despon-
Bohéme” Yesterday’s answer 1-4 dent

2 3

9 10

1

cashes the K-A of spades and ruffs a spade. He then
leads a diamond to the ace and plays a heart from
dummy.

At this point it does not matter how the diamonds
are divided or who wins the trick. First note what hap-
pens in the actual case. If East wins the trick, he must
yield aruff-and-discard and the contract. If West wins
the trick, he must return a diamond in order to avoid
yielding a ruff-and-discard.

Whether West returns alow or high diamond, South
ducks in dummy to guarantee losing no more than one
diamond trick. If West leads a low diamond, declarer
wins with the ten (if East is able to win the trick, the
contract is assured because the diamonds broke 3-2).
If West instead returns a high diamond, ducked by
declarer, West must then lead from his remaining dia-
mond honor to hand South the contract.

The outcome is the same if East is the player who
started with four diamonds to the Q-J. Regardless of
who wins the heart at trick eight, the defense cannot
escape the sure-fire endplay.

Tomorrow: A challenge: Try to make it.
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
'VE TRIED ON A COUPLE) 0K,V 2 ; i ANE
APRIL, HAVE YoU gggerg,m‘m, s SV NORN YOS, \ARE YOU MAD, LiZ7) [CAN T WE JUST FISHT)  ACROSS 37 Indigent 2 Attila, 20 “SNL South dealer.
MY STOFE 7 £ ACTUALLY, YOU KNOW... J cREEN OACKET AN’ | DON'T KNOW. 1 Quaker’s 38 Bucca- e.g. alumnus North-South vulnerable.
M ¥ TAWORE THEM. THATS ALL. AN'MAYBE | HAVE TO address neer’s 3 Superla- Jay NORTH
YOUR NVLONS 5 Joke compan- tive suffix 21 Indone- MPAT 4
YOLE)D < 8 Enthusi- ion 4 Like sian $73
DRESS astic, 41 Bribe some island :_A K 522
ONCE plus 42 Vicinity cuisine 22 King of WEST K98 EAST
1 12 Has to 43 Blocking 5 Kaplan comedy
3 4 ®J105 PQ9632
2 13 Commo- 48 Covers who 23 Denomi-
< : . ¥J9o954 ¥YKQ1082
3 tion 49 Compete played nation €QJ9s8 ®6
T 14 Rover's 50 Zilqh Kotter 24 Qpposi- 6 4 73
i 2 playmate 51 Neighbor 6 Oklaho- tionists SOUTH
?mﬂ”((( <+ 15 Cinched of ma city 26 Supine S K S8
AR - 17 Laugh-a- Myanmar 7 Aggres- 27 Excep- YAG6
o . . minute 52 Freddy’s sive one tional ¢ 10743
Garfield ¢ Jim Davis 18 Born street 8 Triangu- 28 See *+AQJ105
£ ; 19 Sends 53 Admon- lar home 29-Down The bidding:
Howe T NPVE R 51 L CAN'T ESCAPE THE FEELING | oniine sher's 9 Dinner 29 With South  West  North East
GOING H : SHOULD BE DOING 21 Cleese’s word hour in 28-Down, 1 & Pass & 1 v
;’ Mr. old Rome naively 2e 2e 4 % Pass
) Fawlty DOWN 10 Pedestal innocent (5)* . lead f fh
z 24 Teensy 1 Over- occupant 31 Architect pening lead — four of hearts.
3 J bit . Qetaned, 1 Morse Saarinen It stands to reason that when you have a way of play-
¢ >| 25 Baldwin in bits 34 Molest . o .
H < or chat- 16 Moray, 35 Hinge ing a hand that guarantees the contract, it is foolish to
£ ) Guinness roomese e.g. ' (on) attempt another line of play that would jeopardize it.
2 ; 26 Owing 37 Kabuki The principle is self-evident, but its application is
% 30 Fond du  Solution time: 21 mins. alterna- anentirely different matter. Adeclarer sometimes does
; —, Wisc. [A[w][L E[L[M tive not see the sure line of play and occasionally has to pay
< 31 Stage X|tllf 38 Coverof  forhisoversight.
dirgction E (,3 ? gloom For example, take this case where South is declarer
Hagar the Horri'ble ® Chris Browne 32 Sailor’s sl 3° ISUtcTer-l at' five clubs. His potential losers are a heart and two
I ¢ 33 és_sent T 40 Satn rtsoo diamonds. The heart must be lost, so the problem nar-
2 ircu- art over BT ; B
I Wiz I WASN'7 20 \ HATE BEING. g el 0t Branch e mond rick wouldbe ot ath hiscomb
S e ATTENTION / é: Barry)i M. 15 Court nation, since the odds favor a 3-2 division, but if the
’ £ more Alv| 46 — Arbor declarer is more than just a card-pusher, he takes pre-
% 36 Curved T[E Mich. cautions to ggard agai-nst a4-1 diamond split.
g lines Yesterday’s answer 1-3 47 Still He does this by setting the stage for an endplay. He
A P . R P s To Ti0 111 wins the ace of hearts, draws two rounds of trumps,
H

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

P K QJ 109
¥ 75
® 983
+*° ] 7 4
WEST EAST
®» 8 4 @® A 652
¥ 6 Y9843
®* Q10642 ®J7
109863 Q52
SOUTH
“®» 7 3
YAKOQIJI102
* A K S5
. A K
The bidding:
South West North East
2 v Pass 2 o Pass
3 ¥ Pass 3 » Pass
4 NT Pass 5 & Pass
6 v
Opening lead — ten of clubs.

A Challenge: Try to Make It

Itisn’t easy to see how South can make six hearts
against best defense, but the slam is actually ice-cold
if declarer plays correctly.

He wins the club lead with the ace and draws trumps,
discarding a diamond and a spade from dummy. He
then cashes the king of clubs and plays a spade to the
ten. East cannot afford to win with the ace, which would
make life easy for declarer, so he ducks. South there-
upon trumps the jack of clubs, producing this position:

North

SKQIJ

D98
West East
S 4 S A65
D Q106 DJ7
Cco

South

S 7

H 10

D AKS5

South now cashes the A-K of diamonds and leads a
spade to the jack. East takes the ace and must return a
spade, giving declarer the slam.

Of course, one can argue that this is very easy to do
after looking at all four hands, but how can anyone be
expected to play this way seeing only two hands? All
the same, the fact is that the hand should be played in
this fashion because it offers the only real chance for
the slam. Itis plain common sense that if a contractcan
be made only when the defenders’ cards are divided a
certain way, one mustassume they are divided that way
and proceed accordingly.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.

©2006 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

of my

“l heard that out of the corner

ear.”
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“People used to think the world was
flat, but that was months ago.”




