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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

CALL ME CRAZY, BUT ) WORKING AGAIN, MICHAEL?
HeH He t OURE NOT GOING T0 STAY

| LOVE ‘CELEBRITY FooD FIGHT’l) Y

ENJOY THE SHOW,WILF.

—| GOTTA GO. |
i S
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Garfield ¢ Jim Davis

IT'S THE "ALL-REMOTE"
CHANNEL!
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Hagar the Horrible ®

VicLon keeps

NAGGING ME
ABoUuT My
DRINKING.

Blondie ® Chic Young

HERE PND NISIT WITH US?
I'M A WRITER, MIRA
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HAVE DEADLINES. BUSINESS!
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60 PUT THAT REMOTE DOWN
GUYS! WE CLICK THROUGH
EVER® CHANNEL FOR YOU!
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woo'pjoieh
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\
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Chris Browne

ARE Yo
KIDDING

DEADLINES, SCHMEDLINES.
NOBoDY HAS THAT MUCH
T0 DO! DON'T GIVE ME.

THAT DEADLINES

©0 ON, HONEY.THANKS FOR
SPENDING TTM%AV\‘)DI‘M My,

MY WIFE IS
ALIFELINE/

FINALLY! A CHANNEL THAT
TAKES ALL THE WORK OUT

"IM 50 UPSET IM GOING
To STAY HERE ALL DAY,
AND BROOP ABoUT IT.

WANNA GO OUT FOR A FEW
DRINKS, DAGWOOD?

SORRY, CAN'T
MAKE IT, GUYS

THIS HAPPENS
TO BE MY
HAPPY HOUR

www.Blondie.com

WHAT DID YOU
DO IN CIVILIAN
LIFE, ROCKY 2

WHERE DID
You PO
THAT?2

ACROSS THE
STREET FROM THE
JUNKYARD

T APPRECINTE HOW HARD YoRe
WORKING, \EREMY, 201 FIXED
Y A PLATE OF HOMEMADE
CHOCOLNE CHIPCOOKIES D
ABIGGLASS OF MILK.
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

I THOUGHT YOU
LIKED YOUR NEW
JOB AS FAST-FOOD
MANAGER, RALPH2

ARE YOU

BY IDIOTS!

(PLEASE HELP ME GET
MY OLD JOB BACK

.

KIDDING2! I'M

SURROUNDED

THESE KIDS AREN'T EVEN
HALF-WITS! THEY'RE
SIXTEENTH-WITS!

COME ON! IT'LL BE
LIKE THE OLD DAYS!
REMEMBER THE OLD
DAYS, SAL2 REMEMBER
WHAT A TEAM
WE WEREZ!

THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

e

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE

NEWS -
SPORTS

155 W. 5th -

WEATHER

785-462-3963
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. AWW, MAN!
WE'RE RIGHT | ALL THE CUSTOMERS

HERE, BOSS. /\

. I REMEMBER YOU'RE
THE REASON I ALMOST

LEFT THIS COMPANY.

WHICH EXPLAINS WHY

ARE NOW STARING AT
AN EMPTY SERVICE

LAST TIME, I'M
SORRY YOU
OVERREACTED! |

Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A TRAVEL AGENT’S
FOCUS IS PLANNING RESORT TRIPS, I GUESS HE
HAS A VACATION VOCATION.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clug: C equals D

Wite has nowhere to escape abuse

DEARABBY:Iam 30 years old,
married seven years, the mother of
three children, and I’m at the end of
my rope. My husband has quit or
been fired from numerous jobs be-
cause of his “poorattitude.” He calls
the women he works with “fat b—
—es” and blames everyone else for
his problems. He’s addicted to weed
and alcohol, and gets extremely up-
setif I don’t partake of these things
with him.

When he does work, he calls me
an average of 15 times a day, or he
instant-messages me constantly —
and he’s only gone six or seven
hours. IfTdon’tanswer the phone or
respond to his e-mail immediately,
he’ll drop everything and race home
to accuse me of cheating or betray-
ing him in some way. On three dif-
ferent occasions he has slapped me
inthe face, then immediately denied
doing it.

He has also grabbed me around
the throat a few times. He says very
hurtful things to me, and then denies
saying them. He is verbally abusive
to my eldest son from a previous
relationship.

I'have no friends or family I can
turn to. [ am extremely depressed
and at the point of either running
away or killing myself. I'm scared
all the time.I’dleave, buthe tellsme
he will hurt me or take my kids away
andnever letme see themifIdo. Can
you help me?

— NANCY IN NEW MEXICO

DEARNANCY:Ifever I heard
of awoman who needed to contact
the National Domestic Violence
Hotline, it is you, dear lady. The
toll-free number (which won’t
show up on your phone bill) is
(800) 799-7233 (SAFE). The peo-
ple on the hotline can help you to
formulate a safe escape plan from
the drug-addicted bully you mar-
ried. (If this seems harsh, he quali-
fies.) Please make the call TO-
DAY, not only for your own sake
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Opening lead — queen of clubs.

Probability Becomes Certainty
In many cases where declarer starts out as a

Abigail

= ¥ vVan Buren

but also for your children’s.

DEARABBY: The “Smiths” and
our family live on either side of
“Betty,” an 84-year-old widow.
Betty is a wonderful, caring neigh-
bor most of the time. However, she
isbeginning to deteriorate mentally
and physically.

She has a cleaning service that
comes in, a teenager to mow her
lawn and aMedicAlertnecklace, but
she has problems grasping and re-
membering the major things that
need to be done outside herhome as
well as setting up her medication
regimen.

Betty’s son lives 250 miles away,
but he visits only a couple of times
ayear. He arrives late one day, stays
the next twonights, andleaves early
the third morning. Her other chil-
dren live in other states and rarely
visit.

Betty is beginning to rely more
and more on us neighbors to get
things done for her.

While we don’t mind helping out
in emergencies, we feel someone
else should take over her everyday
needs.

She is adamant about not going
to a nursing home — which I agree
with — but there are less-confining
possibilities that I think would be
better for her and would relieve us
of the responsibility and liability of
tending to her.

Should we contact her son, or just
start to let things go until things be-
come serious?

— WORRIED ABOUT

BETTY, GRAND JUNCTION,

COLO.

DEAR WORRIED: Youshould
absolutely contact your neigh-
bor’s son and tell him exactly
what you have told me.

His mother may need the help
of a visiting nurse, or even a case-

® Dear Abby workertomake sureshe has what

she needs and her property is well-
kept. You appear to be caring
neighbors, but this should not be
your responsibility. If Betty’s son
doesn’t know where to look for
help, please tell him to contact a
local senior center or the Colo-
rado state agency on aging, which
should be listed in the phone book.

DEAR ABBY: I am 35 years old
and have been divorced for four
years.

Hypothetically speaking, if I de-
cide never to remarry (which is
tempting), or if I remarry 20 years
from now, what is my marital status
between now and then?

I consider myself single, not di-
vorced. If I’'m still single when I'm
55 — or 80, for that matter — I'd
hate torefer tomyself as “divorced”
and give anyone the idea that I was
divorced recently.

— SYLVIAIN SACRA-
MENTO

DEAR SYLVIA: The term “di-
vorced” means that the person
was at one time married and the
marriage was legally dissolved.
This is true whether the divorce
was final 20 minutes ago or 20
years ago. When a person’s mar-
riage endsindivorce,sheislegally
a divorcee — and that includes
you. Toimply otherwise is dishon-
est.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips.

Write Dear Abby at www.Dear-
Abby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los
Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus « Bil Keane

W

“Will global warming be bad for

his health?”

strong favorite to make his contract by adopt-
ing anobvious line of play, he can significantly
improve on his chances by seeking an even
better way to attain his goal.

For example, take this deal where South is
in six hearts and West leads a club.

Declarer sees that the only real danger is the
possibility of losing two spade tricks.

One way of playing the hand, after winning
the club lead with the king, is to draw trumps,
lead a spade from dummy and finesse the ten.

If this loses to the jack, declarer can win
West’s club or diamond return in dummy and

try a second spade finesse by leading to the

queen.

In the actual deal, both finesses would lose

and declarer would wind up down one — even
though he was a 3-1 favorite to make the slam
on this line of play.

However, a more cautious declarer would
make the slam by adopting adifferent approach
designed to overcome the possibility of West’s
holding the K-J of spades.

He would not settle fora 75 percent probabil-
ity of success without first making an effort to
raise his chances to 80,90 oreven 100 percent.
This could be accomplished by an elimination
play.

Toreach the desired position, declarer would
play as follows: king of clubs, ace of diamonds,
diamond ruff, low heart to the nine, diamond
ruff with the ace, ace of clubs, club ruff with
the queen, low heart to the king.

This would reduce the dummy to three
spades and the J-5 of trumps, while declarer has
four spades and the ten of trumps.

A spade lead to the ten then destroys West.
After he wins with the jack, he is forced to re-
turn a spade, a diamond or a club, and which-
ever he chooses, South scores the last four
tricks.

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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Crossword
ACROSS 36 Dos 56 Stench 22 Apparel
1 “Jabber- Passos 23 Met
wocky” trilogy DOWN melody
starter 37 Union 1 Work at 24 North
5 Translu- jack? the key- Pole
cent 38 Cheese board employee
mineral choice 2 “Star —” 25100 cts.
9 Emeril’'s 40 Circle 3 A Baldwin 26 “Anony-
expletive ratio 4 Opening mous”
12 “Boola 41 Mary-Kate remark? on a
Boola” or Ashley 5 Have a Valentine
school 43 Made “It"? long face 27 Piece
13 Aroma 47 Promise 6 McKin- of
14 Shelter 48 Challenge ley’s first work
15 Report- for Deep lady 29 Previous
er’s Blue 7 Lettuce night
card 51 Blond variety 30 “—
17 Historic shade 8 Bad Kapital”
period 52 Emana- lighting? 35 Shock
18 Houdini tion 9 Sneeze partner
specialty 53 New reaction 37 Aussie
19 Bean or Haven 10 Re planes soldier
Welles flora 11 Contempt- 39 Pizarro’s
21 Mom 54 Zodiac ible foes
22 “Shopgirl” feline 16 Resort 40 — de
star 55 Crystal 20 Roulette deux
24 Advan- gazer bet 41 Race-
tage Solution time: 25 mins. track

27 Bobby of T 42 Mislay
hockey | 43 Despot

28 Prepared B 44 Wind-
Easter E storm
eggs X 45 Full-

31 Longtime T figured
Ed Asner E super-
role model

32 Architect 46 Anchor’s
.M. place

33 Eggs 49 Shade

34 Dog bane Yesterday’s answer 1-12 50 Preceding
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