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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

MEREDITH! DON'T GIVE
ROBIN POTS TO PLAY

THERE'S THAT,
MAN AGAIN
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Garfield ¢ Jim Davis

ELLEN, FOR w¥OU, 1
WOULDP SWIM THE
DEEPEST OCEAN...

www.garfield.com
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How CAN You STAND 1T,

DEANNA? YOUR NEIGH-| Ol

BORS DOWNSTAIRS ARE) MEDICINE!

TERRIBLE.

BPNG ON THE FLOOR

ONCE : A WHILE,MOM.
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PARDON?

WELL HERES ATASTE
F YOUR. OW

° GET
SOME.
ASPIRIN.

THEY ONLY

WHERE ARE YoU GOING?,
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YOU'LL TAKE ME
UP ON THAT ?
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

P £ DoN'T KNOW WHETHER
16 BUY' A GOWN OR A SIMPLE
BLACK DRESS FOR THE
FORMAL CANCE..

WHATS THE
DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A
GOWN AN A
SIMPLE BLACK

°

ABoUT
FIFTY
GOLP COINS
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YOUR CALL WILL BE
HANDLED BY AN AUTOMATED
PHONE SYSTEM

PRESS 1 PLUS # IF YOU
TOLERATE AUTOMATED
SYSTEMS

PRESS 2 PLUS #
IF YOU REALLY
DESPISE THEM!

www.Blondie.com

WHATEVER
YOU SAY

ZERO, I WANT YOU
TO PRUNE THIS
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

TO GET SOME
PRUNES
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AHIRTS! D'IJON EVEN
FOINDPANOLD GIRL

Greg Howard

Sally Forth ®

RALPH JUST KEPT ASKING ME TO
HELP HIM GET HIS OLD JOB BACK...
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IN TERMITE FAIRY
TALES, DO THEY FIND HOMES THEY LOVE AND
THEN LIVE HAPPILY EVER RAFTER?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals B

SKIRTE! EANS! TUKEDD

IT GOT TO THE POINT
HE WAS PRACTICALLY
PLEADING. I ACTUALLY

WERE GONGTO SPEND
THE REST OF THE AFTERNCON
TRONG THEM ON AND
ATTINGATFTG

DID YOU TELL HIM YOU
HAD ALREADY APPLIED
FOR THE JOBZ
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QFTRF TXSYNVXU KBY:

“KAVIIVKX VAHKIIVPQF.”

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: I SUPPOSE THAT
TECHNICAL RULES FOR THE BUILDING OF
PUBS SHOULD BE CALLED BAR CODES.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals V
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Crossword
ACROSS 36 Eel type DOWN
1 Obeya 37 One 1 Slays,
coxswain ofaTV gang-
4 Trudge sextet style
8 Daily 39 Reed or 2 Neigh-
delivery Rawls borhood
12 To and — 40 Malde — 3 One of a
13 “Battle 41 Califor- TV sextet
Hymn of nia’s 4 One of a
the motto TV sextet
Republic” 45 Lend a 5 Free
writer hand 6 Personal
14 Verdi 48 One ofa 7 Wreck
master- TV sextet 8 Lance
work 50 Figure- Burton’s
15 Decorates skating field
17 Alumnus jump 9 Melody
18 Beauty 51 Injury 10 Tennyson
pageant 52 Collection princess
IDs 53 One ofa 11 Young
19 Numerical TV sextet chap
prefix 54 Longings 16 “Macbeth”
21 Copper 55 Tarzan title
head? portrayer 20 Shaft of
22 One of a Ron light
26 'Lri\}/(eslsxtet Solution time: 25 mins.
29 Rapture
30 Carte
lead-in
31 Frost
32 Opinion E g S
33 Over- mE
adorn s
34 Lemieux 8 CL) VSV
milieu NG
353 Llelo
dispenser Yesterday’s answer

23 Barber’s
concern

24 Big
name in
scat

25 Kenny
Rogers
hit

26 Decorous

27 Puerto

28 Portent

29 Predica-
ment

32 Overly
formal

33 Cucum-
ber or
squash

35 Expert

36 Trusty
steeds

38 Suggest

39 Memorize

42 Otherwise

43 Boat’s
backbone

44 Bohemian

45 Leon
Uris
book,
“The —”

46 Outside
(Pref.)

47 Peggy or
Pinky

49 Palette
selection

2 3

10 |11

ACROSS 37 List-end- 4 Rage 24 Sibling
1 Honda ing abbr. 5 Garages 25 “Alley
model 38 Ultimate of a sort 4
6 Cause 40 Biblical 6 Sorcerer 26 Plentiful

of kingdom 7 Makes a 28 Mean
astonish- 42 Bankroll statement position
ment 44 Farm 8 Eve, between

12 Colorado fraction originally tides
city 46 Pinnacle 9 Maiden of 30 Autumnal

13 Bird 50 Pass by QOdin abbr.
sanctuary 52 String 10 Pennsyl- 31 Moment

14 Heming- instru- vania port 33NYC
way, for ments 11 “Coal hrs.
one 54 Legisla- Miner’s 34 Cellular

15 Halloween tive group Daughter” matter
sprite 55 Slip-ups subject 39“—la

16 Differently 56 Aquarium 12 Idolater’s vista”

17 “That’s a fish emotion 41 New
relief!” 57 Nonpro- 18 Popular Zealand

19He’s a fessionals pet native
doll! rodent 42 Bridge

20 Where DOWN 21 Pitch position
Zeno 1 Ringlet 23 Potok’s 43 Sheltered
taught 2 Rainbow “My Name 45 Some

22 Crafty 3 November Is Asher are hard,

24 Slithery tally - some are
squeezer  Solution time: 27 mins. soft

27 Weaponry [oTATREEFIL 47 What

29 Piccadilly [F[R OFH 0 a stent
statue FIEIS|T|O|O tries to

32“The SR . prevent
Shooting  [rlRlOINIE | 48 Creche
of Dan R[ 1™ G D figure
McGrew” [lICIE o Y| 49 Double
poet nC EH curve

35 Artistic ofiTelrl 51 Standard
piece is E[T] 53 401(k)

36 Eminem EJL]Y alter-
song Yesterday’s answer 1-14 native
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Bridge

You are South, and the bidding
goes:
West North East South
14 Dble  Pass ?

What would you bid with each of
the following five hands?

1. 483 W K8743 ¢ 54 & AQ72

2.4 109982 ¢ KJ94 & AQS3

3.4J6429 754 ¢ 83 & KQJT

4.6 Q39 AQ97432 47 % Q84

5. 4853 9 A% ¢ A42 & KQ6

% %%
Bidding Quiz

1. Two hearts. Partner’s double indicates the values
for at least an opening bid, as well as implying good
support for the unbid suits. Because you are required
to answer the double regardless of the strength of your
hand, you mustdistinguish between aforced response
based conceivably on no high-card points, and one
where you hold values that could potentially produce a
game.

In general, you respond by bidding the cheapest
amount of your longest suit with zero to 8 points; jump
tothe nextlevel (asinthe present case) with nine to 11;
and leap to game or cuebid the opponents’ suit with 12
or more points. The single jump-response is highly in-
vitational, but not forcing.

2. Two notrump. This hand also looks gamish — you
have 11 points and might have had none — so again
you make a jump-response. The only genuine suit you
could have bid was clubs, but there’s not much pointin
aiming for an 11-trick game when a nine-trick game
offers much better prospects. True, you lack strength
in spades and hearts, but partner is virtually certain to
have both suits well covered.

3. One spade. There’s little hope of a game unless
partner bids again, so all you can do is bid one spade.
Note thatyourespondin spadesratherthan clubs even
though the clubs are much stronger. If there is a game,
partner is more likely to bid again over one spade than
two clubs.

4. Four hearts. The short route to game is the best
route. You should expectto make atleast 10 tricks, and
the simplest way to express that conviction is to leap
directly to game.

5. Two diamonds. Since you have an opening bid and
partner has one also, you should assume that together
you can make a game. However, a jump to three
notrumpis risky with only one diamond stopper, and so
is a jump-response to four spades with such a shabby
suit.

You can best show your strength, and at the same
time your uncertainty about where to play the hand, by
cuebidding West’s suit, and partner’s response will al-
most surely help you find the best final contract. There
is no good reason to make the decision unilaterally when
you have a partner who can help light the way.

Tomorrow: Take nothing for granted.
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South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
» 102
¥YQJ4a
®AT642
PdK 53
WEST EAST
PK Q98 o»
¥873 YA96S5
Q10 ®*KO9873
$*QJ96 108372
SOUTH
dAJT76543
YK 102
® 5
* A 4
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 2 & Pass
2 & Pass 2 NT Pass
4 &
Opening lead — queen of clubs.

Take Nothing for Granted

Assume you’re declarer at four spades and West
leads the queen of clubs. There seems to be nothing to
the play, so you win with the ace and cash the ace of
trumps. Unfortunately, East shows out, and you must
now lose three trump tricks, as well as the ace of hearts,
and go down one.

Furthermore, the outcome would have been the
same had you won the club lead with the king and led a
trump from dummy at trick two.

Yet, if you study the matter more closely, it turns out
thatthe contract was ice-cold fromthe startand thatyou
should have made four spades de spite the 4-0 trump
division.

When dummy appears, itis obvious that if the miss-
ing spades are divided 2-2 or 3-1, you will make 10 or
11 tricks. Your only concern, there fore, is the possibil-
ity of a 4-0 trump break, and what, if anything, can be
done about it.

Once you put your mind to the problem, it is not diffi-
cult to find the answer: Win the club lead with the ace
and play alow trump toward dummy’s 10-2! ltthen does
not matter how the trumps are divided; you are sure of
the contract.

Take the actual case first. West cannot score more
than two trump tricks, regardless of what he does. He
can win the first trump lead with the queen, and later
take dummy’s ten with the king, but that’s the best he
can do.

If East has the four missing trumps, he is equally
helpless. He can windummy’s ten with the queen at trick
two, but you later take a trump finesse to hold yoursel
totwo losersinthe suit. Come what may, the safety play
at trick two overcomes every possible distribution.
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“Mommy doesn’t have a carrot for
Frosty’s nose. Would these frozen
diced carrots be okay?”
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“Daddy! Let’s put an iPod
in his hand!”




