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The |OV\9 and winclimg road

Acar drove down the Willow Street curve Tuesday. This familiar county road won’t look so famil-
iar laterthis year; however, with plans to straightenit. The Thomas County Commissioners have
scheduled improving Willow Street as one of the 2006 road projects.

Attorney general offers advice
on using online pharmacies

Dear Attorney General Kline:

[ take several prescription drugs
onaregular basis. Since I don’t get
around as well as I once did, I've
been considering buying some of
them online and having them
mailed to me at my home. Is it safe
to buy prescriptions this way?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

The Internet is considered the
world’s largest shopping mall
where you can purchase anything
and everything, including prescrip-
tion medications. However, many
companies with Web sites offering
prescription medications are not
properly licensed to do so in the
State of Kansas.

When choosing an online phar-
macy, there are several things to
consider. Make sure that the phar-
macy is registered with the Kansas
Board of Pharmacy. You can verify
that information by calling (785)
296-4056.

The pharmacy you select should
require a prescription from your
doctor, who must be licensed to
practice medicine in Kansas by the
Kansas Board of Healing Arts. The
pharmacy should also require pre-
scriptions to be sent by your doctor
or local pharmacy by mail, fax, or
by phone. In addition, the pharmacy
should offer a full range of prescrip-
tion medications, and not just the
ones that have received media at-
tention such as Viagra, Propecia,
Meridia or Phentermine.

There are also several “red flags”
you should watch out for:
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* Web sites that only offer a lim-
ited range of prescription medica-
tions, usually the ones that have re-
ceived large amounts of media at-
tention.

* Web sites that ask you to agree
to a Waiver of Liability waiving all
your legal rights. Consumers
should never agree to a waiver of
liability in order to receive prescrip-
tion drugs.

* Web sites that do not have a
VIPPS (Verified Internet Pharmacy
Practice Sites) seal on the website.
To be VIPPS certified, a pharmacy
mustcomply with the licensing and
inspection requirements of its state
and each state to which it dispenses
pharmaceuticals. The VIPPS seal
also indicates compliance with cri-
teria established by the National
Association of Boards of Pharmacy,
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including patients’right to privacy,

* Web sites that make ordering a
prescription medication as easy and
discreet as completing an online
application, and then state that a
doctor will review your application.
Without further information, you
do not know who the doctor is or
where he or she is licensed to prac-
tice medicine, if at all; and no phy-

Politics and academics

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
Christian DeJohn returned from a
National Guard tour in Bosnia only
to fight his own war with academ-
ics at Temple University, who he
says, have delayed approval of his
master’s thesis because of political
conflicts in the classroom.

His case is just one in a national
debate fueled by allegations that
some liberal professors are infring-
ing on conservative students’ right
to free speech at public colleges and
universities.

In state legislatures, which dole
out taxpayer funds to those schools,
the controversy haslargely sparked
more talk than action.

InPennsylvania, legislators trav-
eled to Temple, where a small num-
ber of students aired complaints at
ahearing Jan. 9 and 10 as partof an
investigation into whether the
state’s public colleges are hospi-
table to divergent intellectual and
political views.

“These are people who are sitting
in judgment on whetherI graduate,”
DelJohn, who entered graduate
school in January 2002, said at the
hearing.

DeJohn suspects the delay stems
partly from conflicts he had with a
military history professor who,
DeJohn said, often criticized the
[raq war and the Bush administra-
tion during class. DeJohn contends
itis also retaliation for a critical re-
sponse he sent to a professor after
he received an e-mail invitation to
a campus war protest while he was
serving six months in Bosnia.

Temple officials declined to re-
spond to DeJohn’s allegations, cit-
ing federal privacy requirements
governing student records.

Legislation modeled after an
“academic bill of rights” advocated
by conservative activist David

Horowitz, founder of Students for
Academic Freedom, was intro-
duced in at least 15 states last year,
butnone has passed it, according to
the National Conference of State
Legislatures.

Among other things, the docu-
ment exhorts professors to present
a wide spectrum of intellectual
views in the classroom and discour-
ages them from basing students’
grades on their religious or political
beliefs.

Julie Bell, the conference’s edu-
cation program director, said legis-
latures have not forced the issue
because even public universities
typically enjoy considerable au-
tonomy in setting academic policies
and procedures.

“Most legislatures have backed
away because they really do ac-
knowledge that separation,” Bell
said.

An Ohio state senator suspended
his push for legislation last year af-
ter state universities approved a
resolution requiring them to ensure
students are not graded based on
political opinions.

Pennsylvania’s inquiry was au-
thorized by the state House at the
behest of Rep. Gibson C.
Armstrong. The Republican says he

changed, the cases appearing in
this column are based on actual
complaints or questions. For infor-
mation or to file a complaint, write
to Attorney General Phill Kline,
Consumer Protection Division, 120
SW 10th Ave., Topeka, Kan. 66612,
or call the toll-free Consumer
Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

clashing

merely wants the committee to as-
sess whether political orthodoxy is
awidespread problem and whether
alegislative remedy is warranted.

“I don’t think anyone on this
committee is interested in seeing
the government ... interfere in what
happens in our state college class-
rooms,” Armstrong said at the
Temple hearing.

William E. Scheuerman, vice
president of the American Federa-
tion of Teachers, said universities
fear the prospect of government
micromanagement.

“Merely the threat of government
interventionis enough, believe me,
to frighten college administrators
and some faculty so they are less
likely to raise tough questions,” he
said.

It is difficult to verify the accu-
racy of every bias complaint,
Horowitz said at the Temple hear-
ing. But the American Council of
Trustees and Alumni found last year
that half of students surveyed said
professors frequently comment in
class on politics — even when it is
not relevant to the course.

“I would not be here if I weren’t
persuaded by 20 years of walking
around campuses and seeing this,”
Horowitz said.
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sold out the first printing.”

— Dr. Ken Ohm
Author, Spatzies and Brass BBs

“Leathers Publishing provided me with
exactly what I was looking for. They helped
me fulfill my dream of becoming a published
author with a high-quality book that quickly &

Join the hundreds of successful Midwestern authors who’ve
chosen Leathers Publishing for their self-published books.
Contact us today about YOUR book!

www.leatherspublishing.com

Or.Ken Ohm
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