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Dog’s personality important factor in ability to do the job

From “PUPPIES,” page 3

unusual names, like foreign cars or
rivers,” Alexander said. “There was
a dog that Mississippi liked to play
with, and his name was Nissan.”

Mississippi was taught all the
usual doggie commands — sit, stay,
and so on — with special training
in calming and soothing distraught
humans.

His personality, of course, is an
important factor in his ability to do
his job. “Mississippi just loves
people,” Alexander said. “He’s a
real love bug.”

Each morning, the dog is as-
signed to a different classroom at
Project Alternative.

He later goes on to the Special
Purpose School.

“I don’t feed him in the morning
before we leave, so the kids feed
him and groom him,” Alexander
said. “We try to teach them how to
work with him and use the proper
commands.”

He said that, on average, Missis-
sippi is called in two or three times
each day to calm students who have
lost control.

“The school staff knows his
schedule, so they know where to
find Mississippi,” Alexander said.
“What they usually do is vacate the
classroom, then send Mississippiin

Commuittee
toughens

sex offender bill

TOPEKA (AP) — Abill impos-
ing tough penalties on sex offend-
ers, especially those whose victims
are children, got tougher Thursday
when the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee overhauled it before sending it
to the chamber for debate.

As drafted, the bill imposes a
mandatory 25-year minimum sen-
tence for rape and aggravated sod-
omy of someone under 14 if the of-
fender is 18 or older. The commit-
tee added five additional violent sex
crimes to thatlist, including aggra-
vated indecent liberties with achild
and sexual exploitation of a child.

After serving the 25-year mini-
mum, offenders would be subject to
a lifetime of parole and wearing a
bracelet that would allow officials
to track their movements. Cur-
rently, the penalty forrape of achild
is about 12 to 14 years and for ag-
gravated sodomy nine to 10.

The bill also was changed to say
asecond conviction would resultin
a minimum of 40 years.

)/

Brandi Bertrand

Brandi
Lundgren St. Francis
Wheatlands

Jessica Shaw
Golden Plains

Erin Vollbrach

Grinnell

Allyson Reichert

Kasie Stevenson
Brewster

to work with the student. He’ll go
up to the student, and before you
know it, the student will be petting
him and calming down.

“I’ve told the kids that they can
feel free to tell Mississippi all their
problems.”

And, as a good therapist should,
Mississippi always keeps every-
thing said to him strictly confiden-
tial. “He has never, ever told me
anything a student has said tohim,”
Alexander said.

Mississippi has also visited sev-
eral nursing homes. “We have a stu-
dent singing group at the school,
and they go sing atnursing homes,”
Alexander said.

“We take Mississippi along, so
nursing home residents get to hear
the kids sing, and also get to visit
with the dog. He’s very good with
them, too.”

Mississippi wears a special har-
ness that identifies him as a service
dog. When that harness comes off,
however, he becomes a playful fam-
ily pet. He has been warmly wel-
comed by Alexander’s wife, Lorna,
and daughters Gina, 14, and Cara,
11.

The only person who hasn’tbeen
happy to see him is Ferguson, a
Corgi who was previously the
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Sunday, January 22, 2006

1125 Maize Rd., Colby
1:00 pm — 2:00 pm
Brand new listed brick ranch.

A delightful 4 BR, 3 bath home
w/2-car grg. So Perfect!!

265 W. 6™, Colby
2:00 pm — 3:00 pm
Brand new look — Show Home Quality!

4BR, 3 bath brick ranch w/many
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Watch some of the best volleyball seniors
from Northwest Kansas play!

family’s only dog — and probably
wishes he still was.

“Corgis are herders, and Fer-
guson will herd Mississippi into a
corner and not let him go any-
where,” Alexander said. “We usu-

ally try to keep them separated.”
Mississippi also still has some
puppy chewing issues, which has
been a bit of a problem. “He ate our
hottub cover,” Alexander said. “He
alsobitabighunk outof arum cake

my wife made.”

But these problems are minor,
compared with the calm and emo-
tional healing that Mississippi
brings.

“Once I’d had a bad day,” Alex-

ander said.

“Mississippi sensed that, came
over to me and put his paw on my
knee. You know, I don’t think
there’s anything wrong with me
using his services now and then.”
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Northwest Kansas
All-Star Volleyball Match

Goodland’s Max Jones Fieldhouse,
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EXPAND YOUR REACH

Discover the coverage and clarity of our
new, local high-speed network today.

Maximum Local Coverage!

1800 mINUTES

* 800 Anytime Minutes
1000 Night & Weekend Minutes

Only
40

monthly access
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BONUS:
Start your nights and weekends
at 6 p.m. — just $5 more each month!

Applies within the 6-state local coverage area.

mail-in

Great New Phone! rebate

LG 1400 Camera Phone
just *39%°

with 24-month service agreement after $50 mail-in rebate.

UNICEh THE WAY WIRELESS SHOULD BE.

To find a Unicel location near you, call or click: 1-800-GO CELLULAR (462-35581 WWW.UNICEL.COM

Unicel is a service of RCC Holdings, Inc. Offer is subject to terms of wireless service agreement and calling plan details. Additional charges will be included for each line of service to help Unicel defray its costs
of complying with federal and state regulatory obligations, as follows: 2.907% USF charge (8.9% USF charge for international calls), 3.568% KS USF charge, additional cost recovery fees of $2.18 and, if
roaming charges are incurred, roaming taxes as passed on by our roaming partners and a $2.00 roaming administration fee. These charges are not taxes or government-required charges. $30
activation and $200 early termination fees apply to each line. Night & Weekend hours are from 9:00 pm through 6:59 am, Monday through Thursday, and from 9:00 pm Friday through 6:59 Monday. Allow 8 to 10
weeks for rebate delivery; rebate expires 03/31/2006. Federal, state and local taxes and surcharges apply. Digital features and service are not available in all areas and may vary due to atmospheric, topographical
and other conditions. Phone screen image has been enhanced for clarity. Must meet applicable legal age requirements, show positive ID and have user address in the local Unicel network. Limited time offer.
Other restrictions apply. See store for details and guarantee terms and conditions. Maps are presented for geographic reference only and are not a guarantee of service availability. KS residents: Unicel is
obligated to provide service within its designated ETC service area upon reasonable request. Consumers should direct any complaints regarding service issues to the Commission’s Office of
Public Affairs and Consumer Protection by calling 1-800-662-0027.
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/
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Sunday, January 29
3 p.m. MST (4 p.m. CST)
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12th & Arcade
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Admission is $4 for adults and $3 for children under 12.

Corporate sponsors are Nor'West Newspapers, KLOE/KKCI/KWGB
and Red Brick Road Promotions.

Coaches are
Jerry McKee, Goodland;
Wendy Benisch, Wallace
County; Lesley Wagoner,
Colby; Kristi Epp, Grinnell




