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Missouri cattlemen stung by Japan

BOWLING GREEN, Mo. (AP)
— Missouri cattlemen who volun-
teered for a one-of-a-kind tagging
program were especially stung
when Japan closed its borders to
U.S. beef.

In October, Missouri became the
first and only state to develop and
implement the program thatidenti-
fies the source and age of its feeder
cattle. The claims are verified by the

calf wears two tags — one in each
ear — that tracks it from birth to
slaughter.

A visual tag says the animal is
enrolled in the verification pro-
gram.

An electronic tag holds the
animal’s 15-digitidentifying num-
ber. When the electronic tag is
scanned at the feedlot, slaughter-
house or packer, it reveals the

and Joplin in November were the
firstto auction cattle enrolled in the
Missouri program. Cattle sold for
$25to $35 ahead over market price,
officials said.

Greg Onstott, who manages the
program for the state Department of
Agriculture, said Missouri will con-
tinue working with producers to
enroll their calves in hopes that “Ja-
pan and the USDA get things back
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