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cause partner is forcing you to bid.

Both two notrump and three clubs in this sequence
would sound weak. The jump to three notrump compen-
sates for the previous underbid.

3. Two notrump. Partner may be angling forgame in
notrump, and the reason for his failure to bid it himself
might be that he lacks a heart stopper. In any case, re-
gardless of what partner’s purpose is in forcing you to
bid again, there is no real choice but to say two notrump.

As indicated previously, this is not a strong bid. It
merely shows that you can’t support either of partner’s
suits and that you have a holding in hearts that makes
a notrump contract feasible.

4. Three spades. Having bid only two clubs on the
preceding round, you are obligated to show that your
handisbetterthan was previously indicated. If you were
simply to bid two spades, it would sound as though you
had started with a minimum opening thatincluded mar-
ginal spade support. Such a hand, for example, would
be one where you had three small spades instead of
the Q-10-2. These extra values are shown by making a
jump-preference to three spades.

Tomorrow: Achieving the impossible.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

4 AS A YéoMETIMEé You CAN'T EVEN
MATTER | EXPECT EVERY YEAR TO
OF  [w_ BE ENJOYABLE/

IVE LEARNED THAT IN MARRIAGE, Yol
CAN'T EXPECT EVERY DAY TO BE

ENJOYABLE...
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cashed. Atthe same time, South mustreduce his trump
length to the same size as West’s.

Accordingly, attrick three the ace of hearts is cashed,
and a low heart is ruffed. Three rounds of clubs are
taken, and the jack of hearts is ruffed. Two high spades
are then cashed, ending in dummy.

Ten tricks have now been played. Dummy has the
king of hearts and K-3 of diamonds, while South has
the J-9-6 of diamonds and West the A-10-8.

Theking of heartsisled next, and South trumps it with
the jack. If West overruffs, he has no safe return. If he
underruffs, he scores only his ace of trumps. West has
no recourse, and his second trump trick simply van-
ishes.
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THAT'S HOW IDIOTS BECOME
SUCCESSFUL, SAL. THEY TALK
SMART PEOPLE INTO SPEAKING UP
FOR THEM. =

HE JUST CONVINCED
YOU OF THAT SO
YOU'D PITY HIM,

HELP HIM.AND LOOK

OUT FOR HIM.

SINCE WHEN
IS RALPH YOUR
X : FRIEND 2!
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WILL REPORTEDLY BE CALLED PEN STATION.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals O

WORDS RIGHT OUT OF ITS MOUTH.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals F

“I'll read you a bedtime story if you
promise not to fall asleep.”

“Was PJ named after his pajamas,
or vice versa?”




