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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston Crossword Bridge
WHATCHA | GoING SOMEDAY, | WANT AN WHATS ALLTHIST ) WroA! you ARE PACK RATS AREN'T ; ACROSS 37Canape 4 Susan of 21 Flavor South dealer.
r%m?' SB‘EO‘;)H%%‘ ;géqg)ng%'\l]:A&o%)M OH, LEMERS TO 9‘)5"'//)‘ PACK—~. . 1 Not spread “The enhancer Neither side vulnerable.
SRAPHS. ) THREE KIDS,50 'C: A’,’Z%g'ﬁggﬁg%% barefoot 38 Primarily Partridge 22 Satchel NORTH
[M POTING ASIDE § From PLACES WEVE 5 Pub 41 Writer Family” 23 Retriever * Q105
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HOW'S 1T tives to abbr. 10 Never 31 In favor of South West North East
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bl 15 KILLING 19 Sphere lascivi- portrayer take Opening lead — queen of hearts.
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0o 5 : 23 Vwa.rt';’.’"fh ; Ula?? ﬁaf"l‘o' 39 Crystal get to their optimum contract only 90 percent of the
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne 32 U2 lead Ef E X 2 E 43 %z:/sonl Lee tainstoe fail.grhree?]l:)tru%iwas Izsldof\l/ns,?)itvsascr?ot
- 33 }S_:E?eelr o|Rr[E[s T[R[UTE] 44 Wo:l? gt an easy contract to reach.
IT 5AYS: aff PlA[SIH A[X]E[D th However, good play allowed declarerto gethome
YWARNING / THI5 AROPER T M 35 ;a er nd SR %N_CH " eb q  safely. Facedwithfourprobablelosers — twohearts
1% PROTECTED 8Y A NEIGHBORHOOD J efz;u g q N N[o[tlo| 46 Fey .?a and two diamonds — he managed to make one of
WATCH AS50CIATION 7 36 C%r: a E T[E[A[M maenn:g o  themdisappearbyconverting his seemingly useless
spike b LIV[E 47 Past jack of clubs into a trick.
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Blondie ® Chic Young

- 1 DON'T BELIEVE THIS!!
THEY'RE SHOWING THE SAME
COMMERCIAL

es Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserve

© 20086 by King Featur

THEY ALREADY

)

SHOWED IT 19

THEN WHY
ARE YOU
WATCHING

------

I'M WAITING FOR THE DUMB PART
THAT REALLY MAKES ME MAD

www.Blondie.com

SORRY, THE GENERAL
ISN'T IN

HE HEARD YOUR
LAST PUTT

T'VE BEEN ATTENDING COMPULSORY OPPORTUNITH
SESSIONS DESIGNED TO REDIRECT BEHAVIORS THAT
ARE INTERFERING WITH MY ROTENTIAL FOR SUCCESS.
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

[TAMELLS LIKE WET
TEENAGERS INHERE,
MNP IMTRYING TO COVER
IT UPWITH SOMETHING A

UTNE LESSPUNGENT.

2

9 10

ATROSS 4T Fide 58 Nonpro- 23 Regis

1 From preceder fessional network
square 43 Feathery 59 Besides 24 “—
one accessory that favor,

5 More, to 45 Old sefor”
Manuel Faithful, DOWN 25°'70s

8 Touch e.g. 1 Eastern musical

12 Uris 47 Skilled potentate about
book, 51 Comedian 2 Cleo’s Noah
“—18” Johnson waterway 27 Wahine’s

13 Elev. 52 Justone 3 Pipe bestowal

14 Guitar’'s of the bends 29 Simile
ancestor crowd 4 Cart center

15 Popular 54 1972 5 Gospel 30 Archery-
song of Bread writer bow
1928 song, 6 Eur. wood

17 Lead-in to “Every- nation 32 Undoes
“bird” or thing —" 7 Fashion 34 Envoy’s
“plane” 55 Navy 8 Some- workplace

18 Spa rank what 37 Away

19 “— (Abbr.) 9 Inciden- from
Weapon” 56 Neet tally SSw

21 Ultimate competi- 10 — Major 39 Legume

22 |talian tor 11 Blue holders
noble 57 “Gentle- hue 42 Van
name men 16 Art Deco Cleef’s

23 Suitable Prefer VIP partner

26 Wet Blondes” 20 Language 44 Where
wiggler author suffix the action

28 Star . Lo . is
Broncos Solution time: 21 mins. 45 Author
quarter- Sheehy
back 46 Slangy

31 Partake suffix
at tenpins 48 Exam

33 Teensy format

35 Relaxa- 49 Sacred
tion wading

36 Sing a la bird
Bing 50 Tender-

38 Little devil foot

40 Go way 53 Literary
off course Yesterday’s answer 2.8 collection
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[YOU'RE PLAYING THE PIANO AGAIN,
HILARY 2!

Cryptoquip

ZTO KNULLIKUN SUBKP|G
LRTSJZ KNZLPS STP RZ|U
VZBPX GOZWNPVL. J AZTNS |G

LUX JR APBR WUNNPR TG.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A POTTER'S

SPINNING THING WERE CONSTRUCTED OF

[RON, I WOULD CALL IT A FERROUS WHEEL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals U

I TOLD YOU. FAYE AND
I ARE STARTING A BAND!

( WHAT KIND OF
MUSIC ARE
h. YOU GOING

YEAH, THAT. DOES
DAD STILL HAVE
HIS CLARINETZ
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I U TUGOCGOH PDYD
AATRDQ ZJ U AYGXD,
RTITZRD GC XGHVC

RVZTC *G PUR JYUXDQ!”

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: OUR CLASSICAL

DANCE STUDIO CLOSED DUE TO MONEY
PROBLEMS. I WOULD SAY IT WENT BALLET UP.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals |

I56

After winning West’s queen of hearts with
dummy’s ace, declarer immediately led the club
three toward his jack! East put up the queen and
playedthe king and another heartto West's ten. West
shifted to the queen of diamonds, but South was now
firmly in the driver’s seat.

He took the diamond with the ace, cashed the A-
Qof spades and club jack, and crossed to dummy’s
ten of spades. He then discarded his two losing dia-
monds on the A-K of clubs to finish with 10 tricks.

Itis true that South lost a club trick he did not have
to lose, but in so doing he avoided losing two dia-
mond tricks. He realized from the start that his only
real chance for the contract was to score three club
tricks instead of two, and all his moves were made
with that goal in mind.

Tomorrow: A view from the top.
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North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
@» 5 42
YA43
® Q86
*oK 853
WEST EAST
MK Q1086 @®Jjo7
vJj2 ¥ 6
®J74 K 10532
o AJ4 O 106
SOUTH
@» A3
YK Q10875
® A9
O 72
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass Pass 1 v 1 &
2 v 2 4 ¥
Opening lead — king of spades.
A View From the Top

One of the more entertaining bridge books of all
time is Bob Hamman’s “At the Table — My Life and
Times,” written with Brent Manley. In the autobiog-
raphy, Hamman, winner of a host of national and
world titles, and the World Bridge Federation’s top-
ranked player for many years, recounts his career
from the late 1950s to the mid-"90s — including the
eras of the Italian Blue Team and the Aces.

The book is sprinkled with dozens of anecdotes
involving the world’s greatest players, Hamman’s ob-
servations on bridge in general and the bridge world
at large, plus numerous insights into the way
Hamman feels the game should be played (he pre-
fers fewer conventions and favors four-card major-
suit openings). Of particular interest is the closing
chapter, in which Hamman offers his views on what
it takes to be a winner.

Many of the hands in the book are culled from
world and national championships in which Hamman
participated. Today’s deal, which occurred in the
1970 World Championship final against Taiwan, is
described by Hamman (South) as follows:

“This deal put the last nail in the coffin for the Chi-
nese. West led the spade king and | ducked. He
continued with a spade and | won perforce. Next
camethe key play — the club seven. | passed this to
East’s 10, and the defense was helpless.

“The defenders neither had the time nor the com-
munications to setup adiamond trick. | could ruff the
spade continuation in hand, play two rounds of
trumps, leaving the ace in dummy as an entry even
iftrumps split3-1, and play another club. If West rose
with the ace | would have the vital tenth trick in the
club eight. If West ducked, | would go up with the king
and play a third round with the same result.

“Desperately, East switched to a low diamond,
hoping his partner had the ace orthat | would chicken
out and not play low, but | ducked it around to the
queen. Plus 620 was good for a 10-IMP pickup since
North-South were inthree hearts (making only three)
at the other table.”

Tomorrow: Probing far beneath the surface.
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“If you're afraid you’ll make a mistake,
vou won’t make anvthing.”

2-8
©2006 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com ﬂ‘

“I need an earmuff for my nose.”




