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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Power of Positive Thinking
It is estimated that even the best bridge players

get to their optimum contract only 90 percent of the
time. This is perhaps a surprising statistic, consid-
ering that the top experts employ many sophisticated
bidding devices to help guide them to the ideal con-
tract.

For a good example of how easy it is to miss the
mark, take this case where a normal sequence of
bids led North-South to a contract that seemed cer-
tain to fail. Three notrump was laydown, but was not
an easy contract to reach.

However, good play allowed declarer to get home
safely. Faced with four probable losers — two hearts
and two diamonds — he managed to make one of
them disappear by converting his seemingly useless
jack of clubs into a trick.

After winning West’s queen of hearts with
dummy’s ace, declarer immediately led the club
three toward his jack! East put up the queen and
played the king and another heart to West’s ten. West
shifted to the queen of diamonds, but South was now
firmly in the driver’s seat.

He took the diamond with the ace, cashed the A-
Q of spades and club jack, and crossed to dummy’s
ten of spades. He then discarded his two losing dia-
monds on the A-K of clubs to finish with 10 tricks.

It is true that South lost a club trick he did not have
to lose, but in so doing he avoided losing two dia-
mond tricks. He realized from the start that his only
real chance for the contract was to score three club
tricks instead of two, and all his moves were made
with that goal in mind.

Tomorrow: A view from the top.
 (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

 A View From the Top
One of the more entertaining bridge books of all

time is Bob Hamman’s “At the Table — My Life and
Times,” written with Brent Manley. In the autobiog-
raphy, Hamman, winner of a host of national and
world titles, and the World Bridge Federation’s top-
ranked player for many years, recounts his career
from the late 1950s to the mid-’90s — including the
eras of the Italian Blue Team and the Aces.

The book is sprinkled with dozens of anecdotes
involving the world’s greatest players, Hamman’s ob-
servations on bridge in general and the bridge world
at large, plus numerous insights into the way
Hamman feels the game should be played (he pre-
fers fewer conventions and favors four-card major-
suit openings). Of particular interest is the closing
chapter, in which Hamman offers his views on what
it takes to be a winner.

Many of the hands in the book are culled from
world and national championships in which Hamman
participated. Today’s deal, which occurred in the
1970 World Championship final against Taiwan, is
described by Hamman (South) as follows:

“This deal put the last nail in the coffin for the Chi-
nese. West led the spade king and I ducked. He
continued with a spade and I won perforce. Next
came the key play — the club seven. I passed this to
East’s 10, and the defense was helpless.

“The defenders neither had the time nor the com-
munications to set up a diamond trick. I could ruff the
spade continuation in hand, play two rounds of
trumps, leaving the ace in dummy as an entry even
if trumps split 3-1, and play another club. If West rose
with the ace I would have the vital tenth trick in the
club eight. If West ducked, I would go up with the king
and play a third round with the same result.

“Desperately, East switched to a low diamond,
hoping his partner had the ace or that I would chicken
out and not play low, but I ducked it around to the
queen. Plus 620 was good for a 10-IMP pickup since
North-South were in three hearts (making only three)
at the other table.”

Tomorrow: Probing far beneath the surface.
 (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


