Colby Free Press Wednesday, February 15, 2006 Page 9

Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

WHERE ARE THE
NEW STOCK BOYS,
COOPER?

I GAVE THEM
A TASK TO
TEST THEIR
REASONING

TRAINING
MISSION?

ON A
TRAINING

COOPER, WE
CAN'T FIND THE
"WALL-STRETCHER"
ANYWHERE.

YOU'LL KNOW
IT WHEN YOU
SEE IT. KEEP
LOOKING.

WHAT DOES
IT LOOK LIKE
AGAIN?

== ==

PESTAURANT,

\
N

www. Doy b1ves com

T JOST FeeL N FALT, TURIET IS
WEIRY ABOUT USING VERM (UTTING-EDGE.
A (OVPON FRLGAL IS CooL.

AT A FANCY

= ="

WAITER, BRING US A Z
BOX OF YouR MOST
SENSIBLY PRACED £
- WINE,

YOU ASKED ME T GO
FOR A WALKS, POR DID
YoU WANT 10 TALK ©

ABOUT SOMETHING?|
OM...VEAH. YOUR
MoK 1S CONCERNED
THE

SHE WANTS TO KNOW
IF YOU'VE BEEN EX-
PLOZIN’G YALL THOSE
SMES.” J o5 1 1]

DoN'T HAVE TIME )
10 EXPLORE "ALL | &

BUT YOVVE) SLRE]!
SONE. TO~ EVERVY-

A FEW. JBODY CHEC
SOTHHE
INTERNET- AND
- 'VE. LOOKE D UP
M SOME- GROSS
» EF.

Garfield ¢ Jim Dayvis

DO r\NOT
DISTURB
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Hagar the Horrible ®

T FURNISHING YOUR
HOME |5 VERY
IMPORTANT

Chris Browne

You MUsT cHoosE
GOoOpP FURNITURE THAT
WILL LAST FOR YEARS

AND YEARS,

Crossword
ACROSS 39 Tie up 2 Places 24 Blackbird
1 Alluring, the 3 First 25 Scale
slangily phone victim member
5 Biz 40 How to 4 Dryred 26 Gasoline
degree say “alas” wine abbr.
8 Confront 43 Sudden 5 Carta 27 Midafter-
12 Post-bout huge lead-in noon,
wear profit 6 Town ona
13 German 47 Literary 7 Movie- sundial
preposi- critic excel- 28 Ph. bk.
tion Lionel lence org. info
14 Press 49 Blood- 8 Re off- 29 Eviscer-
15 Maple hound’s spring ate
genus trail 9 Saharan 31 Indivisible
16 Interro- 50 Green 10 Traffic 34 Hung
gation land pylon about
18 Pie 51 Court 11 MIT grad, 35 Pastoral
contents 52 Zilch perhaps poem
20 Duck 53 Begged 17 True- 36 Linden or
down 54 Mel of blue, to Sparks
21 Eggs Coopers- Scots 37 Rectan-
22 Sheepish town 19 Wall gular
remark? 55 Radiate climber 39 Leg-of-
23 Impetu- 22 Morsel mutton
ous DOWN 23 “Explain sleeve
26 Corru- 1 — Spee yourself” 40 Dance
gated lesson
edge on  Solution time: 21 mins. 41 Seed
a coin coat
30 Lennon’s 42 Tragic
lady 43 Predica-
31 Make up ment
your mind [P[A[s 44 “Ameri-
32 Debtor’s ¢ : ; . can —’
letters 45 Taboo
33 Favorably Hfg NIG practice
disposed [p[a[s[s | 46 Got
36 Jack AlL|E Ei L|E bigger
38 Praise in LLIEITIS EISISIE] 48 Jima
verse Yesterday’s answer 2-14 preceder
1 ]2 [3 |4 5 |6 |7 8 [o9 |10 [11

DO rf\\lOT
DISTURB

aieaipus ssaid [esianun Aq paINguIsia

woo'pjaleB mmm

TS WHY Yol MIGHT HAVE
L A T M
CASTLES BEFORE YOl FIND
EXACTLY WEAT YoU WANT/
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‘[ DIo YOU USE A LITTLE TOO
MUCH TABASCO, DEAR?

ARE YOU KIDDING?!
IT WAS JUST RIGHT!

W

www.Blondie.com

I'M REEPING
MY EVYE ON THE
SOUTHERN
LIGHTS

LOOK, BEETLE ./
THE NORTHERN
LIGHTS! LOOK !

SARGE 1S
LOOKING FOR ME

I'VE COMPLETELY
FORGOTTEN HOW
TO ACT IN AN
INTERVIEW, WHAT
TO SAY, WHAT

YOU KNOW HOW LONG IT’S BEEN SINCE
I HAD A JOB INTERVIEW, SAL2 I HAD TO
MAIL MY RESUME THE LAST TIME...

Cryptoquip
WQBAK W VKLQGUGASB

NWPPAOK XLLPASP OV|FH

DLOK NOPUXAP, G YAB

DLO'XX YA VWPB BASPA.|ZFIFCZ
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: [F YOUR DRIVER'S

LICENSE GOT REVOKED, [RECKONYOU COULD

"IN THE MARKET FOR

IVOL

PINNERZ
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HOW TO MAINTAIN
EYE CONTACT THAT
MAKES ME LOOK
"INTERESTED," NOT

BLINKING
MIGHT HELP.

FS F KVEE LGN KPV EUTC

TVK KPFH

YGOCFCZ, F'Y MVSFCFKVEL

LGN MVT TUOCFCZ.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: AFTER A PROFICIENT
MASSEUR LOOSENS UP YOUR MUSCLES, I BET

ACROSS 25 Garbage 41 Under- 12 Basin
1 Big barge stand acces-
shot, 26 Ethereal sories
for short 27 Ander- DOWN 14 Almost
4 —de son’s 1 Opinions black
deux “High —" 2 Summer- 15 Witness
7 Elite 28 Sample time 19 Matlock’s
alterna- 30 Literary treats field
tive collection 3 Sun- 20 Firma-
8 Checker 33 Overly shade ment
moves conven- 4 Post- 21 Patton
10 One tional larval portrayer
who runs one 5 Eastern 22 Pen
away 36 Mexican bigwigs 23 Skater

11 Painkiller entree 6 Practice Katarina

13 Cupid’s 37 Scalawag pugilism 24 Small
arsenal 38 Mastro- 7 Who- carpet

16 “Monty ianni dunit 25 Rds.
Python” co-star basis 26 Wan
opener 39 Fairy- 8 Actress 28 Miss

17 Leaves tale Foster America’s
the preposi- 9 Cheroot sparkler
shore tion 10 Hoover’'s 29 Shoelace

18 “Golly!” 40 Perched org. tip

19 2003 Solution time: 21 mins. 30 Shop talk
Toni 31 It may be
Morrison a
novel common

20 Paddock object
pop 32 Over-

21 Squa- whelm
mous c| 34 Biblical

23 Hears R prophet
the 5‘/ 35 “Clue”
alarm weapon

Yesterday’s answer 2-15

1 2 3 4 5 6

Bridge

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
» 10852
YK 863
® A5
oK 74
WEST EAST
®2Q73 @® A4
YAI2 YQ10954
¢®J9o42 ¢ 10
] 105 P+QOK32
SOUTH
DK JO6
¥ 7
K Q8763
* A 6
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass Pass 1 & Pass
I 4 Pass 1 o Pass
3 Pass 4 &

Opening lead — jack of clubs.

A Self-Inflicted Injury

In this deal from a club duplicate, only one North-
South pair made four spades even though the con-
tract was unstoppable with correct play.

At most tables, the bidding went as shown, and
West led the jack of clubs. Declarer put up dummy’s
king in order to try a spade finesse, losing the eight
to West’s queen. Asecond clubwastaken by the ace,
and the king of spades then lost to East’s ace. East
returned a third club, ruffed by South with the nine.

Atthis point, virtually all the declarers drew West’s
lasttrump with the jack and attempted to runthe dia-
monds. But when East showed out on the second
diamond, the contract wentdown the drain. Although
South could ruff a fourth round of diamonds in
dummy, he would have no entry to the closed hand
to collect his last two diamonds. So, after cashing
the A-K-Q of diamonds, these declarers next led a
hearttoward dummy and finished down one, losing
two hearts and two spades.

Atonetable, though, South saw away to try to give
himself an extra chance if the diamonds broke 4-1.
After ruffing the club return at trick five, he reasoned
thatifthe diamonds were divided 3-2, no harm could
come from cashing the A-K before drawing the last
trump. If both opponents followed suit to the A-K, he
could then cash the jack of spades before running
the rest of the diamonds. If the second diamond
happened to get ruffed, the contract was doomed
anyway.

The advantage of this approach can be seen in
the actual deal. When declarer cashed the two top
diamonds, East showed out, but was unable to ruff.
Souththenled alow diamond and ruffed itindummy
to establish the suit. Dummy’s last trump was led to
thejack, andthe rest of the diamonds were run. West
got his heart trick at the end, and South got a well-
deserved top score.

Tomorrow: The rationale of good defense.
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East dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
S KO
¥J109
K 107
#Q10952
WEST EAST
»7543 ®J1062
YAS862 vYQ754
® 643 ® A95
* A8 63
SOUTH
SaAQS
¥YK3
®QJ82
PK J74
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 1 NT Pass 3 NT
Opening lead — two of hearts.

The Rationale of Good Defense

Good defensive play requires nothing more than
plaincommon sense. Adefender practically always
has available to him all the clues he needs to obtain
the best possible result.

It is equally important to note that a good defen-
sive player does not permit himself to be hidebound
by rigidrules. He does notalways return his partner’s
suit, nor does he invariably play second hand low or
third hand high. In short, he does not play mechani-
cally. He adjusts himselfinstead to the particular cir-
cumstances of each deal he encounters, and acts
accordingly.

Take this case where many players would go
wrong. West leads a heart, and dummy plays the
nine. If East makes the mistake of playing the queen,
South has an easy time making three notrump.

Covering the nine with the queen gives declarer
two heart tricks, and South simply forces out the ace
of clubs to assure nine tricks. There is no possible
recovery for the defense.

Butif Eastducks the nine (signaling with the seven
to ask for a continuation of the suit), South cannot
make the contract. Declarer must eventually lose
three heart tricks and two aces and go down one.

Ducking the nine is a violation of the rule that third
hand plays high. Nevertheless, adeparture fromthe
general rule is strongly indicated on this deal.

East reasons as follows: He knows from the lead
of the deuce that West has four hearts. Hence, de-
clarer has only two. These two can consist of A-K,
A-x, K-x or x-x. In the first and third cases, playing
the queen loses a trick. If declarer has A-x, nothing
helps, since South will score two tricks regardless
of what East does.

The only way the queen play cangainisifdeclarer
has x-x. This is highly unlikely given that South
opened with one notrump. Therefore, since ducking
the queengainsintwo cases, breaks evenin another
andwinsonlyinoneimprobable instance, itis clearly
the right play.
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BE FEELING A BIT DIS-CARDED.

YOU'LL BE PAST TENSE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals L

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals M

“Grandma, for Valentine’s Day let’s
have heart-shaped pancakes.”
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“Mommy, can you help me put some
of this toothpaste back in the tube?”




