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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

A Self-Inflicted Injury
In this deal from a club duplicate, only one North-

South pair made four spades even though the con-
tract was unstoppable with correct play.

At most tables, the bidding went as shown, and
West led the jack of clubs. Declarer put up dummy’s
king in order to try a spade finesse, losing the eight
to West’s queen. A second club was taken by the ace,
and the king of spades then lost to East’s ace. East
returned a third club, ruffed by South with the nine.

At this point, virtually all the declarers drew West’s
last trump with the jack and attempted to run the dia-
monds. But when East showed out on the second
diamond, the con tract went down the drain. Although
South could ruff a fourth round of diamonds in
dummy, he would have no entry to the closed hand
to collect his last two diamonds. So, after cashing
the A-K-Q of diamonds, these declarers next led a
heart toward dummy and finished down one, losing
two hearts and two spades.

At one table, though, South saw a way to try to give
himself an extra chance if the diamonds broke 4-1.
After ruffing the club return at trick five, he reasoned
that if the diamonds were divided 3-2, no harm could
come from cashing the A-K before drawing the last
trump. If both opponents followed suit to the A-K, he
could then cash the jack of spades before running
the rest of the diamonds. If the second diamond
happened to get ruffed, the contract was doomed
anyway.

The advantage of this approach can be seen in
the actual deal. When declarer cashed the two top
diamonds, East showed out, but was unable to ruff.
South then led a low diamond and ruffed it in dummy
to establish the suit. Dummy’s last trump was led to
the jack, and the rest of the diamonds were run. West
got his heart trick at the end, and South got a well-
deserved top score.

Tomorrow: The rationale of good defense.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

The Rationale of Good Defense
Good defensive play requires nothing more than

plain common sense. A defender practically always
has available to him all the clues he needs to obtain
the best possible result.

It is equally important to note that a good defen-
sive player does not permit himself to be hidebound
by rigid rules. He does not always return his partner’s
suit, nor does he invariably play second hand low or
third hand high. In short, he does not play mechani-
cally. He adjusts himself instead to the particular cir-
cumstances of each deal he encounters, and acts
accordingly.

Take this case where many players would go
wrong. West leads a heart, and dummy plays the
nine. If East makes the mistake of playing the queen,
South has an easy time making three notrump.

Covering the nine with the queen gives declarer
two heart tricks, and South simply forces out the ace
of clubs to assure nine tricks. There is no possible
recovery for the defense.

But if East ducks the nine (signaling with the seven
to ask for a continuation of the suit), South cannot
make the contract. Declarer must eventually lose
three heart tricks and two aces and go down one.

Ducking the nine is a violation of the rule that third
hand plays high. Nevertheless, a departure from the
general rule is strongly indicated on this deal.

East reasons as follows: He knows from the lead
of the deuce that West has four hearts. Hence, de-
clarer has only two. These two can consist of A-K,
A-x, K-x or x-x. In the first and third cases, playing
the queen loses a trick. If declarer has A-x, nothing
helps, since South will score two tricks regardless
of what East does.

The only way the queen play can gain is if declarer
has x-x. This is highly unlikely given that South
opened with one notrump. Therefore, since ducking
the queen gains in two cases, breaks even in another
and wins only in one improbable instance, it is clearly
the right play.

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)


