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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

YOU CAN'T
DO THAT!

COOPER!
WHAT

o GRILLING UP
i A BURGER. IT'S

ARE YOU

DOING?! STUART.

A\ BEAUTIFUL OUT,

RES SYNDICATE, INC.

WHY NOT? I'M
ON BREAK. I'M
OUTSIDE. WHAT'S
THE BIG DEAL?

IT'S A FIRE ... UH,
MALL RULE ... ER,
COMPANY POLICY

=y

HEY, I COULDN'T
FIND A HIBACHI
POLICY IN THE
HANDBOOK, SO
I SAY IT'S A
GRAY AREA.

Baby Blues ® Ri
T UNDERSTAND L WAS TIRER OF HAMMIE AND
You Weke @ WeEeN TOUCHING MY STUFF, 50
UPSET TODAY, 17O THEM TO GO AWNAY AND

LEAVE ME ALONE FOVEVER.

ck Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

APRIL AND | HAD A NICE
WA

ALL KINDS OF TRINGS.

DID You ASK ABOLT
THE INTERNETZ

LK, ELLY. WE DISCUSSED

H-HOH, AND | THINK WE CAN

L
RELAX.OUR DAVGHTER IS
WELL AWARE OF WHAT'S

OUT THERE AND IS MATORE

ENOUGH 0 HANDLE THE
TECHNOLOGY. J—==

JPM DAVRS 2-17

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

v
INSIDE AND SEE IF AN ENEMNY

rA MAN 5HOLILPY AND ALLoW
ALWAYS HoLD  HER 70 ENTER
THE DOOR OPEN _ THE ROOM FIRST,/

FOR A WOMAN...

S

SAY HELLO TO M¥
SNOWBALL, YO0 OLP CRANK

ALL THAT INFORMATION =
1S SIILL FRIGHTENING, AND Here Ne

NEVER HAVE TO
THOUGH, ISN'T IT, JOHN. "LOSE OUR INNOCENCE.)
... THERE'S SIOFF

OUT THERE | JUST

..WITH THE AMAZING
THROWING ARM

sieaipuAs sseid [esianiun Aq peinquisia

www.garfield.com

THAT WAY YOU CAN PEEK
15" WAITING FOR YoLl,/

Blondie ® Chic Young

15 THERE I DON'T
ANY PIZZA THINK SO
LEFT?
& <

SO, YOU'RE
NOT REALLY
POSITIVE,

NO, BUT I'M
PRETTY SURE
THERE ISN'

YOU KNOW VERY WELL
THAT [ CAN'T ACCEPT THAT
AS A FINAL ANSWER
ANY LEFT

070720238

SARGE SAYS YOU DON'T
OBEY HIS ORDERS, YOU TALK
BACK TO HIM AND HIDE
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I THOUGHT WE WERE
GOING TO TALK ABOUT
MY PROBLEMS!

INTIMIDATING, TED...

(A JOB INTERVIEW IS ALWAYS A LITTLE

Cryptoquip

PS SEVQDZ ZMOPRZDNPYM

HVEHERDZR BDU OMN XEW

P77,

P NJPUF XEW QDX

JDYM QENPEU RPBFUMRR.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I'VE HEARD ACTRESS

DICKINSON LIKES TO DELIVER PEOPLE

MESSAGES SHE CALLS ANGIE-O-GRAMS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals F

CANT \EREMY DINNER T THINK He'Re OLDENOUGH WASTHAT A
TASTE THE WILL BE READH 1O EXERCISE A LITTLE RESTRAINT, YESOR ANO7
IN ABOUT TEN DONT N7

2/i7 \
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

BUT JUST KEEP IN MIND
WHY YOU’RE LOOKING
FOR A NEW JOB IN
THE FIRST PLACE.
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BECAUSE I'M TOO
YOUNG AND IN DEBT
TO RETIREZ Y

AMONG OTHER
THINGS.
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ELAILKC EXJQ LNBSI L
VBQDSIMZ FLVWMZ'K NMKI
KDZXAUIXQM XJJSKXBAK:

“ITFM QLC TZXVWK.”

Yesterday’s ~ Cryptoquip: IF FORMAL
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS CAN GET YOU ILL,
I THINK YOU MAY HAVE MOTION SICKNESS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals T

Crossword
ACROSS 37 Chopper 2 — Annie 16 “Exodus”
1 Pouch sound of author
4 Burr- 40 Asset “Okla- 19 Morays
Hamilton 41 Take the homa!” 20 Pron.
event “A” train 3 Architec- classifica-
8 Multi- 42 Army ture tion
colored honchos style 21 Grooving
12 Altar 46 Belliger- 4 Knighted on
affirmative ent deity women 22 Six-pack,
13 Bullets 47 Fleet 5 Protuber- often
14 Black from far ance 23 Work
15 “Home away 6 Ostrich’s the
Alone” 48 Gls’ enter- cousin soil
director tainers 7 Section 25 Frigid
17 Paradise 49 Carrots’ of 26 Big
18 Hydrox mates L.A.? arena
rival 50 Small 8 14th 27 Foolish
19 Wear salaman- president sort
away ders 9 — 28 Enos’
20 Revealing 51 Hosp. -European father
fashions personnel 10 Managed, 30 Despot
22 Detall, with 33 Exit
for shot DOWN “out” 34 Satyrlike
24 Flock of 1 Oft- 11 Unit being
cuckoos bracketed of 36 Dentist’s
25 Gathers word force advice
29 Depot Solution time: 25 mins. 37 Pre-
(Abbr.) STCTE Christmas
30 Fusses El1N buy
31 Buy now, R|T[S| 38 Take on
pay later [l 39 Notion
32 Picnic BIAC 40 Conspire
side dish [gE[ag|o 42 Prompt
34 Butterflies [E|R|A 43 Vacation-
doit PLAIR ing
35 Wanders E% 44 Halluci-
about o|1s nogen
36 Ford or Mlo|T letters
Hill 45 “Mayday!”

9

10 |11

44 |45
48
51
ACROSS 36 Tenny- 56 Invalid 20 Court
1 Collec- son’s “— figure
tions of the DOWN 22 Regarding
5 Most of King” 1 Stash 24 Destroy
the 101 37 Packed in the slowly
Dalma- away hold 25 Tillis or
tians 38 Prized 2 Therefore Grier
9 Emulate posses- 3 Tumpike 26 Big
Johnny sion payment bothera-
Appleseed 39 Shirk work 4 Court tion
12 Jog 42 Flightless figure 27 Greek
13 Largest of bird 5 Tropical Cross
the seven 44 Saxo- fruit 29 Under
14 Kyoto phone 6 Second- the
cummer- range hand weather
bund 48 Choose 7 Arcaded 30 Book-
15 Lecher- 49 Concept gallery spine
ous look 50 Litigant 8 Folk-song abbr.
16 Ring out 51 Pair mule 31 Annapolis
17 llumi- 52 Conkin 9 Unaccom- grad
nated the noggin panied 35 Ranked
18 Fairy tale 53 Earthen- 10 Stage ina
villain ware pot statuette tourney
19 Wood- 54 Kreskin's 11 Emmy 36 Large
shaping claim winner for lizard
tool 55 Writer “Carmen 39 Source
20 Skilled Ferber on lce” of
wordsmith i ) i wealth
21 Wray of Solution time: 27 mins. 49 Comic-
“King strip
Kong” penguin
23 Wye 41 On
follower 43 Average
25 Superfi- 45 Hum-
cial dinger
coating 46 Snitch
28 Get there 47 Exam
32 Saw format
33 Acrylic 49 “When
fiber Will —
34 Laments Loved?”
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Bridge

You are South, neither side vul-
nerable. The bidding has been:
West ~ North East  South
K, Dble 1V ?
What would you bid with each of
the following four hands?
[L&AT2Y ]S ¢ K1062 % QJ92
2.4 K873 WKJIBS2 49 & A§S
3.60QI863944AT754 Q832
4,69754396 4 )52 & AJod

* k%
Bidding Quiz

1. Two notrump. When partner doubles for take-
out at his first turn to bid, he has at least the values
for an opening bid. In replying to the double, you
should attempt to show the degree of strength you
have in much the same way as you would had he
opened the bidding.

Of course, East’s bid relieves you of the obliga-
tion to respond, and with a poor hand you would
pass. However, this 11-point hand might produce a
game opposite a double, so a jump to two notrump
(invitational) is in order. The absence of a heart stop-
per should not deter you from bidding notrump, as
Northis virtually certain to have some heart strength
for his double.

2. Double. Something is rotten in the state of
Denmark. East is probably fooling around, and the
best way to expose this is by doubling. If the bid-
ding now takes a new turn, which is highly likely,
you can next show your spades. Partner will thus
learn that you have heart and spade length as well
asthe high-card strength necessary for such bidding.

3.Two spades. There is a good chance of making
game opposite a double, and you should let partner
know this by jumping to two spades (invitational).
Partner’s double implies spade support, so the only
question is how strong his hand is. If you evaluate
your hand on a point-count basis, you have nine
points in high cards and approximately three more
points for your singleton heart. Some players would
jump directly to four spades, which is certainly a
reasonable alternative.

4. One spade. You have ample strength for a vol-
untary response, so you might as well speak your
piece right now. Though your spades are nothing to
brag about, you have to make do with what you were
dealt. Remember that you are leaning on an open-
ing bid and implied spade support from partner.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

The bidding:
South West
1 & Pass
5 &

Opening lead — king of hearts.

Never Give Up

Occasionally, declarer is faced with what seems
to be an utterly impossible assignment. If he keeps
his composure, though, he can salvage more than a
few of these seemingly hopeless contracts.

Take this case where South is in five diamonds
and appears to have three inescapable losers. With
no discards available and no long suits to establish,
he can hardly be blamed for feeling he is certain to
go down one.

Butifdeclareris from the school thatdoesn’t give
up easily, he will seek a way to hold his losses to two
tricks. From the outset, he should be trying to visu-
alize a possible distribution of the opposing cards
that would allow five diamonds to be made.

Given East’s pre-emptive three-spade bid, South
should feel that his chances are considerably better
than would normally be expected. Accordingly, he
wins the heart lead with the ace and draws two
rounds of trumps, noting that East follows suit to
both of them.

Next come the A-K-Q of clubs, and when East
follows suit to all three clubs, declarer’s chances
improve dramatically. Now, if East has the seven
spades he would ordinarily hold for his bid, and also
has the A-K-Q among them, South s certain to make
the contract.

So, after cashing the third club, declarer leads a
low spade todummy’s nine. East takes the nine with
the queen and, with only spades remaining in his
hand, returns the ace — on which South discards the
eight of hearts! East has no choice but to lead an-
other spade, allowing South to discard his ten of
hearts while ruffing indummy, and the “impossible”
contract comes home.
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“I'd like to wish on a star, but | don’t
know how to get there.”
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“Is this a cut or just a boo-bo0?”




