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Breaking cycle of abuse begins now
DEAR ABBY: Your recent letters

regarding domestic violence bring
important attention to the dangers of
this problem. Unfortunately, every
year thousands of Americans lose
loved ones to this terrible epidemic,
and most are left wondering what
they could have done to prevent it.

Too often we assume that vio-
lence happens only to other people
— people of a different race or cul-
ture, people who live in a different
community, or people in a different
type of relationship. But domestic
violence does not discriminate. It
can touch everyone — through
friends, co-workers and family
members who are suffering silently
without our even knowing it. Many
of us also know abusers — people
who may seem charming and likable
on the surface but cause fear, self-
doubt, pain, even death, to those
they claim to love.

Recent studies show that as many
as one-third of teens experience
abuse in a dating relationship. And,
more than half of teens say they
know friends who have been physi-
cally, sexually or verbally abused.
The need for early intervention to
change these shocking statistics is
clear.

We must reach out to youth and
talk openly and often about these
issues so we can help them to avoid
the terrible sorrow felt by families
and others who are victims of abuse.
Each of us has the right to a safe and
healthy relationship free from vio-
lence, coercion and fear.

— JESSICA ARONOFF,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,

BREAK THE CYCLE
DEAR JESSICA: Thank you

for an important letter. I hope it
grabs the attention it deserves
from teens and their parents. Your
statement that as many as one-
third of teenagers experience
abuse in a dating relationship, and
more than half of them have
friends who have been physically,

sexually or emotionally abused,
will shock many people, I am sure.

Readers, Break the Cycle pro-
vides domestic violence educa-
tion, information and help to stu-
dents ages 12 to 24 throughout the
country. It teaches what healthy
relationships are and helps them
to recognize the warning signs of
abuse. Break the Cycle lets them
know that help is available if they
are suffering or in danger, and
shows them that they deserve safe,
supportive, non-violent relation-
ships.

There are opportunities for in-
terested people to help in this en-
deavor. To find out more about
this worthwhile program, log onto
www.breakthecycle.org, or call
toll-free at 1-888-988-8336 . I have
supported Break the Cycle in the
past, and continue to do so, be-
cause the earlier young people
learn to differentiate between
healthy relationships and obses-
sive, destructive ones, the heal-
thier our society will be.

DEAR ABBY: I am confused
about my sexual orientation. I am an
18-year-old girl. Although I encoun-
ter a lot of attractive guys at work, I
don’t find myself attracted to any of
them. I do think that they are hand-
some, but I never, ever get that “but-
terflies in the stomach” feeling that
my friends describe to me. At the
same time, I am pretty sure I am not
a lesbian.

Is there something wrong with
me? Could I be asexual? Is there any
way this can be diagnosed?

— CONFUSED IN NEVADA
DEAR CONFUSED: I hate to

see you diagnose and label your-
self. It is possible that you have
simply not met the right person
yet. Real life is not the way it’s
presented in movies and music
videos, where the hero and hero-
ine are struck by lightning and
carried away at first encounter.
Give it one more year, and if you
still feel there is something miss-
ing, discuss it with your doctor.
Sexuality is a matter of degree,
and no two people are exactly
alike.

DEAR ABBY: I am the mother of
two children ages 7 and 4. In a recent
child development class, there was
a discussion about sex education for
small children. My professor men-
tioned that if children aren’t asking
questions about sex, we should ini-
tiate talks with our children. She also
said that children should have the
sex talk by 8 years old. Is this cor-
rect?

I can’t imagine talking to my chil-
dren about sex at such an early age.
What’s the best age to have the sex
talk, and is there a limit on how
much we should talk about?

— SYLVIA IN SAN DIEGO
DEAR SYLVIA: Much de-

pends upon the level of maturity
of the child, which can vary from
individual to individual. Parents
should certainly use correct ter-
minology when talking about
body parts. It’s best to arm chil-
dren with knowledge before their
hormones kick in.

I agree with your professor that
by age 8 or 9, some discussion of
puberty should be introduced. If
you wait much longer, your chil-
dren will hear “the facts” from
their friends instead of from you,
and too often, the information
they receive from peers is incor-
rect.

Editor’s note: Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge

Famous Hand
What happens when two players with a great deal of

imagination collide with one another? Something’s got
to give, and it did in this hand played in a tournament
many years ago

West opened as dealer with four hearts. It was cer-
tainly a well-timed pre-emptive bid, since it turned out
that North-South had the balance of strength. North
doubled — most partnerships these days play this as
takeout — and South had far too good a hand to bid a
mere four spades.

South wanted to get to a slam if North had the right
kind of hand, but he had no way of knowing whether a
slam could be made, particularly since he had two los-
ing hearts. So he consulted partner about it by jumping
to five spades, and North, of course, bid six.

West led the ace of hearts. As anyone can plainly see,
it doesn’t take a high degree of skill to make six spades
on this layout — but South wound up going down one!

On the ace of hearts, East (Jack Ehrlenbach) played
the king! West continued with a heart, and declarer, as-
suming that the four-heart bid was based on a nine-card
suit, trumped with dummy’s king.

Declarer then led the seven of spades from dummy,
East playing the six. South’s imagination now started
working overtime. He had seen Ehrlenbach follow to
the second heart lead, and he wondered why East had
played the king on the opening trick.

Declarer finally came to the conclusion that the only
sensible explanation for Ehrlenbach’s play was that he
had started with the J-10-6 of spades and was trying to
develop a trump trick for himself by panicking South into
ruffing with the king. So declarer finessed the seven,
lost to West’s jack and went down one. East’s imagina-
tion proved to be more rewarding than South’s.

We offer no opinion about declarer’s play, which
might have turned out right, but you have to hand it to
Ehrlenbach for creating the opportunity that gave South
a chance to go wrong.
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