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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

When Sylvia first started to play at the club, she
followed the practice pursued by most beginners of
trumping dummy’s losers in her hand — even though
she did not actually gain tricks by these maneuvers.

So it was in this deal, where West led a heart
against five spades doubled. After winning with
dummy’s ace, Sylvia promptly ruffed the deuce of
hearts. By itself, this did not produce an extra trump
trick for her — she had seven trump tricks with or
without the ruff — but it gave Sylvia a feeling of su-
preme power to win a trick with a deuce.

After drawing two rounds of trumps, she played
the A-3 of diamonds. West took the king and returned
the jack to dummy’s queen, on which Sylvia dis-
carded a club.

Then, pursuing her policy of ruffing losers, Sylvia
led dummy’s last diamond and trumped it — with a
club! She promptly apologized to her partner for this
inadvertence, and did it so profusely that West, in a
sporting gesture, offered to let her withdraw the club
and substitute a trump instead.

But Sylvia, always a stickler for the rules, insisted
on letting the trick stand. So West won the diamond
with the nine and unhappily found himself forced to
lead a heart or a diamond. This in turn permitted
Sylvia to ruff in dummy as she discarded the last
club from her hand, so she wound up making five
spades doubled!

Of course, had she ruffed dummy’s last diamond,
she inevitably would have lost two club tricks to East
and gone down one.

   Tomorrow: Extra chance.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

When declarer starts off with a 3-to-1 chance of mak-
ing his contract, he has good reason to feel hopeful of
the outcome. Even so, declarer would be derelict if he
did not try to improve on the odds already in his favor.

Consider this deal where West began by leading
the K-A and another club against four hearts. South
ruffed East’s ten at trick three and could see that if
either of two finesses worked — a 75 percent prob-
ability — he would make the contract.

Accordingly, after drawing two rounds of trumps, he
led a spade to the queen, losing to East’s king. East
returned the club queen, ruffed by South, who then
cashed the diamond ace and led a diamond to the
jack. When East turned up with the queen, South was
down one.

While it is true that South was unlucky to find East
with both the spade king and diamond queen, the fact
remains that he misplayed the hand. A much surer
method of play, after cashing the A-K of trumps, is to
lead the jack of clubs from dummy and discard either
a spade or a diamond on East’s queen!

Saddled with the lead, East is forced to yield the
contract whatever he chooses to do next. A spade re-
turn into dummy’s A-Q hands declarer his 10th trick,
and the same is true if East instead leads a diamond
into dummy’s K-J.

By voluntarily conceding a club trick to East that he
doesn’t have to lose, declarer increases his 75 per-
cent chance of success to 100 percent, and thus
changes a high probability of success into a certainty
of success. Opportunities like the one shown here don’t
arise all that often, but when they do they should be
greeted with open arms.

   Tomorrow: Sylvia apologizes to partner.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.


