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Retail ® Norm

Feuti (Sample)

HEY, MARLA.
IT'S ME, KURT.

WELL,
HI THERE,

OOH, KURT THE
LANDSCAPER! 1 HOPE YOU'RE
CALLING TO ASK ME OUT.

SOME FRIENDS AND I
ARE GOING RAFTING THIS
WEEKEND. DO YOU WANT
TO COME WITH US?

OH,
I HAVE TO
WORK ALL
WEEKEND.

THAT'S TOO BAD.
WELL, MAYBE SOME
OTHER TIME.

UH ... T'LL KEEP
THAT IN MIND.

RETAIL IS
RUINING MY
LOVE LIFE!

I'M FREE
WEDNESDAYS

AND ALTERNATE
SUNDAYS!

IST. BY KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.
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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)
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WANDA, TM A CFOWN MAN. I THINK |
I ENOW HOW TO TAKE CARE OF MYSELF |<

e S
! HELLD,
| MM’

T'M SICK.

V  fpleriin &S o

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

OK, EVERYONE! MISS DOKIS
HAS BEEN OBSERVING OUR
CLASS AND SHE'S BROUVGHT
LS SOME GREAT NEW [DEAS.

Garfield ¢ Jim

SHE'S SHOWN US HOW To
WORK WITH FRACTIONS,
USING COMMON THINGS

WE FIND (N OUR HOMES.-

Dayvis

'© 2006 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved.

www.garfield.com

S0, WE USE FRACTIONS
WHEN WE ....\/ES?

aieaipuAs ssaid [esianun Aq painquisia
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Crossword Bridge
ACROSS 36 Ship- DOWN 22 Lotion .
1 Options related 1 Unruly additive 1. You are declarer with the West
list (Abbr.) bunch 23 Piquancy hand at Four Hearts, and North leads
5 Boom 37 Song- 2 Prior night 24 Jaunty the king of diamonds. Trumps are
times birds 3 Fresh chapeau divided 2-2. How would you play the
8 Unac- 38 Teatime 4 Comes 26 Rendered hand?
com- 41 Abu together sense- WEST EAST
panied Dhabi’s 5 Loosen less P K9 @S 74
12 It takes country 6 “The 27 Lem- YAKI73 YQ1092
the cake (Abbr.) Raven” ming’s ® 742 ® A6
13 Alterna- 42 Moreover writer cousin A OS5 SK J 103
Elt\)/el_to 43 Steel- 7 Pram 28 Black, 2. You are declarer with the West
“believe making 8 Journalist inverse 1 .1d at Three Notrump. North leads
it process 9 Hydrox 29 Predeter- .
. : the queen of hearts, which you duck,
14 Gunk eponym rival mines the d . ith the iack hich
15 Baffle 48 Bart’s 10 Waikiki outcome an antlnues with t 1© Jack, whnic
17 Peruse sister wingding 31 Chilgs ~ YOou win, South following suit. When
18 Exces- 49 Before 11 Probabil-  play you next lead the king of spades,
sively 50 Encrust ity 34 Sudden South takes the ace and returns a
19 Hateful 51 Parlia- 16 Bagel incursion  spade to your queen. How would you
21 House- ment topper 35 Rifle continue?
paint title 20 Speak- part WEST EAST
ingredient 52 Mid-June ers 37 Existed SdK QJ » 1074
24 Spill the honoree platform 38 Collapse YVAK 74 Y652
beans 53 Tackled 21 Easter 39 Hodge- ® AKJ ® 9432
25 “Sad to weeds entree podge PdK 93 P+A6S5
say, ...” 40 Cold War * X
26 One with ~ Solution time: 21 mins. faction Test Your Play
real faith AJlTTR]Y (Abbr.) 1. The obvious danger is that North has the ace of
30 Calendar vilIR[U[E| 41 Second-  gpades and that you may misguess which way to take
abbr. - é = g hand the club finesse. Thus, suppose you won the diamond
31 Groups  FE ol [« I 44 Historic lead, drew trumps and lost a club to South’s queen. He
of eco- [FTg[o N[U[D time could then return a spade, which would defeat the con-
communi- fa[L [u L0 45 Long tractif North had the spade ace. Equally, if you took the
32 ts',es ES o :\Aaé‘;h club finesse the other way and lost the trick to North’s
apr?oro 5o 16 eader queen, you could go down if North then returned a low
23 _Sl_afo A[D]o Ei:m a8  diamond to South for the killing spade shift.
35 Oynline i i \a/ 47 Rou?ette The proper method of play is to duck the king of dia-
iournal - bet monds at trick one, thereby severing the North-South
J Yesterday’s answer 2.2 communication in that suit.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

HAMLET I PON'T WANT
YouU To GROW UP THINKING

THE WORLPD 15
GROOKED-od \

©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

SLIGHTLY OFF-CENTER,
PERHAPS, BUT NOT
ROOKED

HER®, WE'VE GOT
A PROBLEM

Nes

"

jTAKE OUR WIVES
TO THE MOVIE

SHOULD WE

OR GO BOWL A
COUPLE OF
LINES?

www.Blondie.com

ARE YOU STILL
WORKING ON THAT
MARRIAGE QUIZZ

I'M STUCKON
THE FIRST
QUESTION

(©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

1. HOW WoULP You AND I'M ,
DESCRIBE YOUR P PAYING 1\"HAT5 ITI./..
HUSBAND 2 FOR THIS CHEAP

O A BOOR O INEPT

O sLoppy [1UNSOCIAL
O STUPID 01 AIMLESS
O UNSTABLED JTERK

MAGAZINE

DD CAN T HAVE
ATNENW TOCO

O THE MOVIES AND
THE FOOD CART?Z
P2

I
@
<0,

A DAY
IN THE
LIFE

©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

Cryptoquip
M UBMV XR

QBSZQ XMQ
FSXJ CST M

SE, DPA KMU
Yesterday's ~ Crypto

(©2006 ZITS Partnership. Distrbuted by King Features Syndicate:

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO TELECOMMUTING2
THAT’S ALL I HEARD IN THE LATE '90S!
"NO ONE WILL HAVE TO LEAVE THEIR
HOUSE AGAIN. NO ONE WILL HAVE
TO GO TO AN OFFICE AGAIN."

SO WHY ARE WE NOW
STUCK IN RUSH HOUR
TRAFFIC AT 8 AM,,
GOING TO WORK?2!

TELECOMMUTING, JETPACKS, THAT
EYE SCAN THINGY FROM "BLADE
RUNNER"—HOW MANY TIMES CAN
ONE MAN BE DENIED
TECHNOLOGY’S
PROMISEZ

AB QUPCCZE

[PQA APTIZE
[$D. BZ XMQ

EZF VSKRQB.
quip:  THE  YOUNG

MAGNETS DECIDED THAT THEY SHOULD NO
LONGER DENY THEIR MUTUAL ATTRACTION,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals W

[UWC PVINWDD DJWWCAGNFWC

UPD JT AW DTZWBKPVW

WKDW, O DGBBTDW DUW

FTWD TC UWN ZPNS IPS.
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: A CHAP WITH

SCUFFED SHOES WAS JUST TURNED DOWN FOR

AJOB. HE WAS OK, BUT LACKED POLISH.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: T equals 0

42

48
51
ACROSS 43 School 2 Curved 22 Bog
1 Groovy grounds molding material
5Beyond 46 Sequence 3 “The 23 Backpack
that 50 Reaction Good part
8 Jason’s re Yorick Earth” 25 Glutton
ship 51 School heroine 26 Saturn
12 Check out, friend, 4 Slot- auto
in a way perhaps machine model
13 Luau 54 Emerald symbols 27 Romance
souvenir City visitor 5 Carte quest
14 Bellow 55 Midafter- preceder 29 Rue the
15 Game- noonona 6 Bottom run
show sundial line 31 Chart
partner 56 Mrs. 7 Regimen type
17 Tree trunk Shake- 8 Viny 32 Navy
18 Man of La speare shelter newcomer
Mancha 57 Cherry 9 Oscar, to (Abbr.)
19 Skeptical feature Felix 34 Island
apostle 58 Kennedy 10 Big bash shindig
21 Quick or Koppel 11 Mined- 38 Data-
drinks 59 Ship- over organiza-
24 Prepare building matter tion
for battle wood 16 Modern- method
25 Greet the day X-ray 40 English
villain DOWN (Abbr.) salts
28 Greek 1 Barracks 20 Diner fare, city
letters array maybe 42 Sauce
30 Mimic source
33 Tic-tac- Solution time: 21 mins. 43 Long-
toe victory S} running
34 Pine kin ; Broadway
35 Faoll o show
material L 44 Oodles
36 Wilde- L 45 Skewer
beest E 47 Hamlet
37 Six-sided 2 was one
state 48 Sicilian
38 Retainers spouter
39 Meadow 49 Stench
41 Mexican 52 Whopper
money Yesterday’s answer 3-1 53 Succor
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Let’s say North continues with another diamond. You
win with the ace, draw trumps, lead the jack of clubs
fromdummy andfinesse. Evenifthe finesse loses, you
are home with 10 tricks consisting of five hearts, the ace
of diamonds, three clubs and adiamond ruffindummy.

2. You have eight sure tricks and must try to develop
a ninth. The question is whether it is better to cross to
dummy with a club and take a diamond finesse, or
whether to play the A-K-J of diamonds, hoping the suit
divides 3-3 or that either opponent started with the
singleton or doubleton queen or ten.

Thefinesse offers about an even chance of success,
while playing the A-K-J of diamonds from your hand will
succeed in developing an extra trick about two-thirds
of the time. Leading the A-K-J is therefore the better
percentage play.

West dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
»® Q64
YAQ4
®J8
P+ AJR52
WEST EAST
“®»J32 “®» A 8
YK 109532 ¥YJ86
*KQ ® 107542
+* 10 6 .97
SOUTH
SMK 10975
v 7
® A9673
oK 43
The bidding:
West North East South
Pass 1 & Pass 1 &
2 ¥ 2 Pass 4 o

Opening lead — king of diamonds.

With Malice Aforethought

Inmosthands, aplayer can deduce from either the bid-
ding or the play where certain key cards are likely to be
located. Once a player elicits this information, he has a
much better chance of achieving the best possible result.

Consider this deal where West led the king of dia-
monds, which held, and continued with the queen. South
took the ace and ruffed a diamond in dummy, West dis-
carding a club.

Declarerledaclubtohisking, took aheart finesse, then
cashed the ace, discarding a club. After ruffing a heart,

South trumped his last diamond in dummy, producing this
position:
North
SQ
CAJ8S
West East
SJ32 SA8
H K10 D10
CQ9
South
SK1097
C4

Declarer led dummy’s queen of spades, everyone fol-
lowing low, and was then forced to play the ace of clubs.
West ruffed and returned the king of hearts. East alertly
trumped his partner’s high heart with the ace and led a
diamond.

Declarer could not prevent West from scoring the jack
of trumps and so went down one.

Had South read the position correctly, he would have
made the contract. He should have realized that West
couldn’thave the ace of spades, since if he had that card,
he would have opened the bidding. South should there-
fore have overtaken dummy’s queen of spades with the
king in order to lead another spade. He would then have
lost only two trump tricks instead of three, and the con-
tract would have been made.

(¢)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus e Bill Keane

©2006 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com

“Pigs are easy to color. But wait until
you get to an octopus.”

©2006 Bil Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“This is a rerun. Mommy read it
to me before.”




