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Video shows Louisiana
governor assuring levees safe

WASHINGTON (AP) — As
Hurricane Katrinaloomed over the
Gulf Coast, federal and state offi-
cials agonized over the threat to
levees and lives. Hours after the
catastrophic storm hit, Louisiana’s
governor believed New Orleans’
crucial floodwalls were still intact.

“Wekeep getting reports in some
places that maybe water is coming
over the levees,” Gov. Kathleen
Blanco said shortly after noon on
Aug. 29 — the day the storm hit the
Gulf coast.

“We heard areportunconfirmed,
I think, we have not breached the
levee,” she said on a video of the
day’s disaster briefing that was ob-
tained Thursday night by The Asso-
ciated Press. “I think we have not
breached the levee at this time.”

Infact, the National Weather Ser-
vice received a report of a levee
breach and issued a flash-flood
warning as early as 9:12 a.m. that
day, according to the White House’s
formal recounting of events the day
Katrina struck.

Not until the day after Katrina
roared ashore did the White House
confirm that its surge had, in fact,
breached the levees — a delay that
critics charge held up repair efforts
and allowed the deadly flooding to
worsen.

The rampant confusion is high-
lighted in the two Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency video
briefings, obtained this week by the
AP, revealing disaster plans and
damage reports detailed by officials
as the storm smashed into the coast.

The tapes — and particularly the
pre-storm Aug. 28 video that in-
cludes an appearance by President
Bush — prompted widespread criti-
cism by Republican and Demo-

lease videos from five other days
immediately before and after
Katrinahit. The agency insisted last
year — inresponse to AP’s requests
under the Freedom of Information
Act — there were no such tapes.
Now it acknowledges more tapes
exist.

“We do have tapes,” DHS
spokesman Russ Knocke said. “We
have the tapes from the v-tels (video
teleconferences), and we’ve pro-
vided the transcripts — they’ve
been in the public domain for
months.”

In the Aug. 29 video, Blanco is
not shown in the video but is heard
as a disembodied voice speaking
from an emergency operations cen-
terin Baton Rouge, La.,to 11 people
sitting around a table at the head-
quarters of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in Washing-
ton. She sounds uncertain about the
reliability of her information and
cautioned that the situation “could
change.”

Blanco spokeswoman Denise
Bottcher said Thursday that “our
people onthe ground were telling us
that there could be overtopping and
breaching, butit was hardtotell” by
the noon briefing.

Another official who was heard
but not seen on the video was then-
Federal Emergency Management
Agency Director Michael Brown,
who was at the federal emergency
operations center in Baton Rouge,
La. He implored officials to “push
the envelope as far as you can,”
noting that he had already spoken to
Bush twice that day and described
the president as “very, very inter-

ested in this situation.”

Brown has criticized the White
House for miscommunications that
ledto some delays. Buthe saidin an
interview Thursday he never
blamed Bush. He also said there
was confusion among officials over
whether levees were breached at the
time of the noon video conference
call. But he said he was convinced
of the breach by 1 p.m.

The video shows weather fore-
casters predicting the storm’s path
and also briefly cuts to White House
deputy chief of staff Joe Hagin ask-
ing Blanco about the status of the
levees and the situation at the
Superdome in New Orleans.

By thattime, an estimated 15,000
evacuees had gathered at the sta-
dium, where food and water was
beginning to run out, said Col. Jeff
Smith, Louisiana’s emergency pre-
paredness deputy director. Smith
alsoreported up to 10 feet of flood-
inginneighboring St. Bernard Par-
ish and that there were 45 patients
on life-support at one area hospital
that lost its power.

Still, “the coordination and sup-
portwe are getting from FEMA has
justbeen outstanding,” Smith said.

Mississippi officials were less
complimentary, reporting signifi-
cant damage to hospitals, flooded
and collapsed emergency opera-
tions centers and people trapped on
the roofs or in the attacks who were
begging for help.

The Homeland Security Depart-
ment played down the new video.
Knocke said it “reveals nothing new
because the transcript had previ-
ously been released.”
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Anna Juenemann, 14, tested her skills at one of the many games available during the Sacred Heart
Carnivallast weekend. The totalamount raised was $23,000. Helping with thatamount was Chrysler’s
“Drive For Kids” promotion. Taylor, owner of Taylor Motors, said for every person who test drove one
of the three vehicles available at the carnival, the school received $5. In total, more than $600 was
raised and given to Sacred Heart.

Dozens win prizes at carnival

Raffle Winners from Sacred
Heart’s carnival last weekend are as
follows:

Val Hernandez, of Garden City, -
$1,000; Robert Pantenburg of
McCook, Neb. won $500; Jackie
Stephens won $200 and $50 gas
certificate; Mert Strecker, $100;
Dave Evert, $100; Jeanette Wallace
of Ellis, freezer; Rick Ress, quilt;
Olivia Herbel, Hoover Quick
Broom and Kansas State University

stadium seats; James Berg, large
curved bench; Andrew Taylor, $100
gift certificates to His Shop and
Donelan Jewelry; Tim Hansen ,
three $50 savings bonds; Brooks
Curry, $200 gift certificate to His
Shop; Dorothy Stephens, $200;
Kathy Elliott, $100; Tom Sorenson,
$100; Michelle Butts, whole hog
and processing; Doris and Craig
Reed, gift certificate to Someplace
Special; Vernita Serpan, two Delta

Faucets; Robert Bieberle , 30
minute massage and Start to finish
Hair Style Basket; Jennifer
Heatvole of Pittsburg, $200; Mary
Shaw of Topeka, $200.

Top Ticket Sales

#1 Marc Bremenkamp, fourth
grade; #2 Chase Hartwell, fourth
grade; #3 Reed Stephens, fourth
grade and #4 Brooke Murray, third
grade. Total Raised approximately
$23,000.
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Automotive & Farm Supplies

Radiator Hose; Electric Fuel Pump; Grease Guns; Tire Repair
Items: Patches, Chemicals, Talc, Tools; Fence Chargers; Auto.
Supplies in Tin Cans: Quick Motor Flush, STP Stop Leak, Trans-
Seal, STP Oil Treatment, STP Radiator Flush, STP Diesel
Treatment; Tin Cans of: Castle Tune Up, Max Resin Coat,
Stewart Warner Oil Deterg., Z4 Motor Additive, Dutch Boy
Tinning Comp., Diesel Fuel Conditioner; Barrel & Tank
Measure Tapes; Helicoil Rethreading Kits; 3/8 Drive Speed
Handles; Head Lamp; Halogen Head lamp; Halogen Low Beam
Head lamp; Suburban Head lamp, Levolt; Ciruline Lamp; Misc.
Color Lights; Sealed Beam Lamps; Auto Head Lamps; Spot-
Gro Fixture; 150 Spotlight; Plastic Insulators for Fencing; GE
& SY Auto Lamps; Welding Gloves; MANY Gloves; Gas Spout;
Glad Rags; Chamois; Brake Fluid Pump; Wire Brushes; Gas
Can Tube; Oil Cans; Ice Scrapers; Reichert Float.

Lawn & Garden
Garden Caddy; Propane Weed Burner; Rakes; Hoe/Shovel
Handles; Manure Forks; Pitch Forks; Cultivators; Vintage Wire
Garden Fence; Cushions; Waterers; Many of Items!
Misc.

Goggles; Sight Gauge & Glasses; Welding Helmet; Vintage Gal.
Jars; Trash Bags; Coverall Storage Bags; Battery Testers; Battery
Brushes; Tool Belts; Chaulking Guns; Wire Brushes; Mop Heads;
Turnbuckles; Floodlight Covers; Thermos Handles; Leak Stoppers;
Water Cans; Ice Chest Drainers; Blue Ice; Refreezable Ice Jugs;
Water Jugs; Lunch Bags; Gas Cans; Squeegee Buckets; Paper Cup
Dispenser; Water Can; Minnow Buckets; Cooler Chest; Brushes;
Mops & Mop Heads; Bug Sponges; Bowl Brushes; Bug Sprayers;
Rolls of Plastic; Misc. Newspaper Bundler; Dolly for Recycling
Bins; Recycling Bin; Service Dispenser.

Tools, Parts, Supplies

Hudson Sprayer & Parts; Metal Sprayer & Cart; Metal Pump
Sprayers; Bug Duster Sprayers; Sprayer Cans; Keyhole Saws;
Disston Saws; End Nippers; Rasps; Proto Tools: All Sizes &
Sockets: Ratchets, Box End Wrenches, Open End Wrench,
Combo Wrenches, Very Large Wrenches; Challenger, Proto
Tools Wrenches; Williams Tools Wrenches; Greenlee Crimper;
Greenlee Elec. Tools; Vintage Allway Tools: Countertop Saw
Display w/ Saws; Vintage Allway Tools: Saw Display w/ Saws;
Vintage Rainbow Oil Cans; MANY Files; Plumb Rehandle Kits
for Hammers; Lots of Handles: Hammers, File, Ax, Hatchet;
Auto Fuse Holder Display; Galvanized Wheeling Buckets;
Galvanized; JL Buckets; Galvanized Funnels; Every
Screwdriver Imaginable; Folding Rulers; Large Gate Bolts &
Hinges; Grinding Wheels.

PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL - LAWN & GARDEN - ELECTRICAL - HARDWARE TOOLS
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES - LOTS OF MISCELLANEOUS

Makita Saw Blades: 7- 1/4, 8-1/4, 10, 12, 14; 14” Cut off
Blades; 12” Metal Cut off Blades; Rivets; Uniprise Piper; Solder
Kit; Solder; Wood Handle Hammers; MANY Washers: Flat,
Lock & Split; Wrenches: Socket, Open End, Box; MANY
Screws, Many Sizes; Barrels of Bolts; Boxes of Bolts, All Sizes
& Grades; Stove Bolts; Eye; Bolts; Hook Bolts; Turnbuckles;
Cotter Pins; Vintage Parts & Bolts, Metal & Tin; Shefield Bolt
Wooden Crates, NEW; Hinges, Many Sizes; Sockets in MANY
sizes: Shallow, Deep, Impact; Ratchets; Breaker Bars; End,
Combination; Hacksaw Blades; Keyhole Blades; Marking
Crayons in Box; Putty Knives; Auger Bits for Brace; Vintage
Dial Phones, Black 4 line; Hand Scythe; Time Clock; Bucket
Vents; Picture Hangers; Square; Nuts; Bit Kits; MANY
Wrenches, MANY Sizes; Linkfix Pliers; Drill Bits; Auger Bits;
Core Bits; Roller Chain & Links.

Plumbing & Electrical

Brass Valves & Fittings; Vacuum Breakers for plumbing;
Copper Fittings All Shapes & Sizes; Vintage Elec. Wiring Parts;
Vintage Light Fixtures; MANY Light Bulbs; Spools of Wire
Cable, Various Sizes & Lengths; Electrician Hammers; Battery
Pliers; 6 Volt Taper Charger; 2” PVC Water; Valve; Direct
Transformer Unit; Wall Faucets; Drill Index; Wall Plates;
Replacement Drain Plugs; 40, 60 Watt Tubes; 200 Watt Reg
Base; Misc. Decorator Bulbs; 100 Watt Floodlights; Reflector
120 watt; Misc. Spotlights; Twin Tube Lamps; Sodium Lamps;
Slimlite 75 watt Bulbs; Reflector Lamp 300 Watt; 40 watt
Mercury Lamp; 215 & 250 watt; Mercury Lights; MANY
TUBES & BULBS!!

MANY MORE ITEMS IN LARGE QUANTITIES -
PLAN TO ATTEND!

Auctioneer’s Note: 1* of several inventory liquidation auctions
to be held for the former Golden Wholesale/Hardware, Colby,
KS. Plan now to attend this trip back through time. Many
multiples, duplicates, discontinued items, antiques &
collectibles will sell. There is definitely something for
everyone at this auction. For those of you that are familiar
with the former Golden Wholesale business you can relate to
the unlimited inventory that this auction will have to offer.
Many items are in their original packaging and will offer lines
of plumbing, electrical, mechanical, hardware items. PLAN
NOW ATTEND THIS AUCTION AS THERE WERE
TOOOOOO0O0O000 MANY ITEMS TO LIST AS THE
BOXES WERE IN ROWS & ROWS. Additional photos will
be available for viewing on the internet once we have the
opportunity to begin displaying the items for auction.

TERMS: Cash or Good Check. Not responsible for theft or accident. All items sell to the highest bidder “as is where is.” Buyer is responsible to
pay for all items regardless of faults day of sale. Announcements made day of sale take precedence over printed material. Lunch will be served.

W. Hwy. 36 ~ P.O. Box 928
St. Francis, Kansas 67756

Skip Petersen, Sales Agent & Auctioneer ~ 785.332.2368
Jeff Raile, Personal Property Auctioneer ~ 785.332.8951
Robin A. Witzel, Assoc. Broker, Appraiser & Auctioneer ~

cratic lawmakers alike who said the
government should have been bet-
ter prepared for the storm that
flooded New Orleans and killed
more than 1,300 people.

That video “makes it perfectly
clear once again that this disaster
was notout of the blue or unforesee-
able,” Sen. David Vitter,R-La., said
Thursday. “It was not only predict-
able, it was actually predicted.
That’s what made the failures in
response — at the local, state and
federal level — all the more outra-
geous.”

After AP’s broadcast this week
showing some of the Katrina brief-
ings, the Homeland Security De-
partment refused Thursday to re-

Image
makers

Showcased Homes of the Week

JUST LISTED

.+ You will love
the price on
this very
affordable
ranch style
home w/ full

bsmt.
445 Lawrence Dr. ~ $112,500
' REDUCED
“Value Plus” | ey q
5-6 BR,
3 bath home, i
main flr
' _-llaundry, huge lii
family room

& formal
dining.

Inviting
2-story from
location,
4 BR,

2 baths,
huge family
room.

Extra garage
spaces.

1111 Flint ~ $59,900

NEW LISTING
“The One”
Newer family
home,
5BR,
2 baths,
2 car grg,
corner lot &
much more.
‘ 1245 E. 8th ~ $153,900
LOWER PRICE
Grinnell, KS
Price
reduction on
this super
brick ranch
w/2-car grg &
corner lot.
Make an

CICANY 335 | a Hacienda ~ $169,900
‘ FAMILY FRIENDLY
Fantastic
bungalow
wiall kinds
of “new”.
3 BR, partial

bsmt &
1 car grg.

' 1850 Harvey ~ $179,500

Come view
this cottage
w/1-car
grg plus all
the
appliances &
even a little
guest house.

Seller wants
offer. New

lower price,
fantastic,

1 i1 il a

425 W. 6th ~ $96,500

Great value
& lots of
upgrades.
Close to golf
course.
4 BR,
2 baths &
1 car
garage.

Incredible
value w/this
5BR, 4 bath

home
situated on
2 acres.

1000 E. 9th ~ $86,500

FIX ME UP

3BR
bungalow
priced to get
your
attention,
evena
1-car grg.

A super
2-story w/
finished
bsmt, large
bedrooms,
great
location.

‘ 560 N. Chick ~ $26,500
SPRING TIME
Lots of room
inside &
outside.

4 BR ranch,
3 baths &
1-car grg.

Privacy
fence.

You are
. Jcertain to love
- this rear yard
for spring/
“f summer days
& evenings.
Incredible
home as well.

350 E. 4th ~ $48,000 1245 E. 8th ~ $83,900 1380 E. 8th ~ $169,900

Residential Properties + 940 w. 2 - $76,000 ¢ 375 W. 7 - $92,500 730 S. Mission Ridge - $48,500 + 480
Sherman - $41,900 ¢ 255 E. Hill - $59,900 ¢ 175 E. Hill - $64,000 ¢ 265 W. 6™ - $129,500 ¢ 1015 W. 35%, Goodland -
$159,900 ¢ 102 Jefferson, Grinnell - $58,500 # 420 Illinois Ave, Brewster - $49,900 ¢ 408 Lincoln, McDonald - $29,900 ¢ 423
Converse, Oakley - $27,900 ¢ 1710 Lynda - $75,500 ¢ 1240 W. 5" - $56,000 ¢ 570 N. Range - $78,500 ¢ 1065 W. 3" - $86,500
¢ 1125 Maize - $123,500 ¢ 1750 W. 6™ - $78,500 & 985 S. Range - $265,000 ¢ 830 W. Plum - $35,000 ¢ 795 W. Cedar -
$45,500 ¢ 1165 Wheatridge - $199,000 ¢ 635 W. 4" - $79,500 ¢ 1011 Court Terrace - $72,500 ¢ 665 N. Court - $25,900 ¢ 1900
N. Range - $159,900 ¢ 260 S. Lincoln - $59,900 ¢ 427 Smith Dr. - $175,000 ¢ 480 Sherman - $41,900 ¢ 1024 Court Terrace -
$114,000 ¢ 408 Wilson, Winona - $35,000 ¢

Residential Building Lots ¢ Lots 7 & 8, Block 3, Pioneer Add. #2 - $13,000 ¢ Lots 3 & 4, Block 2, Monterey

Sub. - $20,000 ¢ Lot 1, Block 2, El Chaparral Add. - $8,250 ¢ Lots 1-3, E 10’ Lot 4, Block 57, Southview Addition - $14,500 &
Approx. 4.4 Acre Rural Lot South of Colby - $23,400 ¢

For Detailed Information & Color Photos, please visit our website at www.stockrealtyandauction.com

785.332.5586
Brett Petersen, KS Sales Agent & Auctioneer

Betty L. Petersen, Broker & Appraiser
www.westernauctionandrealestate.com

Licensed in Kansas, Colorado, and Nebraska
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