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Poultry producers lobby
Oklahoma lawmakers with meat

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Embattled poultry growers and pro-
ducers descended on the state Capi-
tol to lobby lawmakers and urge an
end to a federal lawsuit that accuses
them of polluting watersheds with
chicken litter.

A week afterlosing alegal round
in the U.S. Supreme Court, poultry
industry officials met Tuesday with
lawmakers and treated them to a
lunch of chicken, beef and pork
products as they spread the message
that Oklahoma’s lawsuit jeopar-
dizes the future of their industry.

“My biggest concern is that the
industry is going to be run out of
northeast Oklahoma,” said Bev
Saunders, a Delaware County poul-
try grower who produces between
500,000 and 600,000 broilers a year
in five poultry houses near Colcord
for Arkansas-based Peterson
Farms.

“We have a lot at stake here, a

huge amount at stake,” Saunders
said. “We are small family farmers
and we’re just trying to feed the
world. It’s important that we sur-
vive. We do not want to rely on for-
eign markets for our food as we do
with energy.”

State Attorney General Drew
Edmondson said the industry has
made no overtures to him about re-
suming failed negotiations toreach
an out-of-court solution.

“If they were serious about me-
diating a solution they’d be talking
to me and not the press,”
Edmondson said.

Last year, Edmondson sued 14
Arkansas poultry companies — in-
cluding three run by Tyson Foods
Inc., the world’s largest meat pro-
ducer — accusing them of tainting
Oklahoma waters with the waste
from millions of chickens and tur-
keys.

Last week, the U.S. Supreme

Courtrejected Arkansas’ attempt to
sue Oklahoma over the dispute.
Arkansas officials said the federal
lawsuit would hurt the state’s $2
billion poultry industry.
Edmondson filed the lawsuit in
Tulsa following 3 1/2 years of ne-
gotiations over allegations that the
poultry industry was legally re-
sponsible for polluting the Illinois
River watershed.
Thelawsuitalleges state and fed-
eral laws are being violated by im-
proper disposal of chicken litter
containing dangerous metals, bac-
teria and high levels of nutrients.
Janet Wilkerson, vice president
of human resources for Peterson
Farms, said neither Peterson nor
other poultry producers have bro-
ken state law in the application of
chicken litter as fertilizer on pas-
tures and fields.
The lawsuit alleges that high
phosphorous levels in the waste

cause excessive algae growth and
can eventually cause high levels of
cancer-causing chemicals in drink-
ing water.

Wilkerson said Peterson and
other producers are eager to end the
lawsuit and find a solution, includ-
ing trucking the waste out of the
watershed to nutrientdepleted areas
of western Oklahoma and other
states.

“If the law’s not right then we
need to change them. But it should
not be changed in a courtroom,”
Wilkerson said. “The only people
that win would be the attorneys. We
would much better be spending that
money on solutions.”

On the Net:

Oklahoma attorney general:
http://www.oag.state.ok.us

U.S. Poultry & Egg Association:
http://www.poultryegg.org

Frost threatens Georgia, South Carolina peaches

ALBANY, Ga. (AP) — Georgia
and South Carolina peach growers
have cleared the first hurdle for pro-
ducing the sweet, juicy fruit, but
they are still a long way from the
finish line.

The trees have the necessary
number of chill hours below 45 de-
grees needed to bloom properly and
produce fruit. Now, as the trees are
about to bloom, growers hope to
dodge alate freeze that could kill the
blooms and rob them of a full crop,
growers say.

“We pretty much have a solid
month or three weeks where we bite

ournails,” said Robert Dickey III of
Dickey Farms Inc. in Musella, west
of Macon, where the temperature
dipped into the mid-20s Monday
morning. “They’re abouta week or
so away from blooming.”

Georgia and South Carolina are
the South’s two major peach-pro-
ducing states. Georgia is known as
the “Peach State,” but South Caro-
lina usually has a larger crop.

Martin Eubanks, a senior com-
modity merchandizer for South
Carolina’s Department of Agricul-
ture, said growers in his state will be
watching the weather closely for the

next few weeks. Most of South
Carolina’s peaches are grown in an
elevated, well-drained area known
as “the ridge” in the central part of
the state.

“We have reached adequate chill-
ing hours, so we should be OK,”
Eubanks said. “Our normal full
bloom on the ridge is March 15 and
we seem to be right on course for

this season.”

Georgia’s 2004 crop was consid-
ered one of the sweetestin adecade,
but a combination of problems —
including a cool, wet spring, a dis-
ease outbreak and the remnants of
hurricanes that swept through the
state — made for disastrous produc-
tion last year, said Kathryn Taylor,
a Georgia peach specialist.
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Pioneer Memorial Library’s
“Murder, Maestro, Please” pre-
sents the cast starring Wanda
Spresser as Opera Windbag, Jim
Oliver as Dr. Bill, Pat Tubbs as
Maybelline Lipgloss, Damon
Glover as JellyRoll Goodman,
Relda Galli as Clarinetta
Fitzgerald, Corey Sorenson as
Gopher Clueless, Linda
Ladenburger as Lena Savoy,
Michael Hawkins as Earl “Fatha”
Hiney, Jada Tubbs as Duchess
Ellington and Patrick Toth as Ace
Gumshoe

Don’t wait to reserve your
ticket until it is too late! Tickets
are $20 each which includes Hors

d’,oeuvresthatare to“die” forand
achance to win a prize if you cor-
rectly deduce the murderer. The
Murder Mystery will take place
6:30 p.m. Saturday, March 11 Call
460-4470 to RSVP.

Pioneer Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 375 West Fourth and open
seven days a week. Winter hours
are as follows: Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m; Friday,
9 a.m. -5 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. -
4p.m.;and Sunday, 1 p.m.-4p.m.
For more information contact the
Library at 460-4470 or visit our
Web site at
www.colbylibrary.com. As al-
ways, we are here to serve you.

SUPPER
SPECIALS

March 6-11
v $9.95 EACH 6-9 PM
FISH FRY EVERY FRIDAY
LIMITS IN LENT

MON: Steak Dinner (USDA Choice 10 oz Strip with baked potato,
salad, and roll) No Hot Buffet available.

TUES: Pizza and Pasta Buffet

WED: American Heartland “Home Cookin” Buffet

THUR: Mexican Buffet

FRI: Seafood Buffet -

SAT: BBQ Buffet 462 6565
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invest, please contact me today.

Lisa Wilson
Raymond James Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES

EFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

02" T-Shirts |
For Sale |
| $12 Each - White: M, L, XL; Gray: L |
l [Mail this coupon and receive $2 Off!j |

| Mail your payment to: KTCC-FM, 1255 S. Range Ave., Colby, I
KS 67701. Be sure to include what type and size of shirt
you would like. I

Phone: 785-460-3321
Toll Free: 866-460-3321
240 W. 4th
Colby, KS 67701
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NOT EVERYONE IN SHOP CLASS ENDS UP UNDER A CAR.

Some end up under an F-15 Eagle or an A-10 Thunderbolt II. l

Some end up as mechanics working on the most advanced ) Name I BANK OF COLBY
applied technology in the world. In fact, the United States \/ Address YOZlﬂVJl‘.
Air Force can put mechanically inclined people into roles \ / Phone #

Mutual funds are subject to market risk, including the potential loss of principal invested.
Mutual fund research reports are accompanied by a prospectus. Please read the prospectus
that is available from our office carefully for details — including fees and charges — before
investing or sending money. #2538g
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U.S.AIR FORCE
CROSS INTO THE BLUE

they could never find in the ordinary world, with

Shirt Type & Size

opportunities for growth both personally and professionally.
Call 1-800-423-USAF or log on to airforce.com.
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The 900 pound Gorilla

is waiting to work for you!

He is biggest and most effective advertising
medium in the Tri-State Region

He works for you in

The Country Advocate

Reaching 18,200 households with nearly 57,300 readers across northwest
Kansas, eastern Colorado and southwest Nebraska, the Gorilla packs a punch!

Call Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.
GIVE HIM A TRY! —




