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Free help on taxes helps military spouses
DEAR ABBY: My husband is a

commander in the Air Force Re-
serve, recently deployed overseas.
In his absence, I have been trying to
establish a support group for the
spouses of the deployed reservists in
his unit.

A number of questions have come
up among the spouses regarding the
filing of income taxes for 2005. I am
wondering if you know of any re-
sources available for military ser-
vice and family members, espe-
cially reservists.

— KATHERINE L. JOHNSON
DEAR KATHERINE: Every

year, when tax season rolls
around, there are always lots of
questions. Some of them come in
January, but most arise just be-
fore April 15. The good news is,
help is now available for military
service and family members at no
cost.

This year, the Department of
Defense is providing free access to
the popular TurboTax filing pro-
gram to all active duty guard and
reserves (regardless of their acti-
vation status) and their family
members via the Web site www.-
militaryonesource.com. This free
program serves as an online “tax
mentor” and helps in the prepa-
ration and filing of both federal
and state taxes. Military One-
Source can also refer you to certi-
fied financial counselors, tax ex-
perts and public accountants who
can answer questions, also at no
charge, by calling toll-free: (800)
342-9647.

(To access the numbers for
overseas, Spanish language and
hearing-impaired tax filers, log
onto www.militaryonesource.-
com.)

Katherine, I’d like to person-
ally thank you for establishing a
support group for the spouses in
your husband’s unit because I am

sure that at least some of them
may feel isolated from one an-
other while their loved ones are
away. If you haven’t already con-
sidered it, you might want to
check with your nearest military
installation family readiness
group, state coordinator or fam-
ily program director. Military
OneSource’s 24/7 readiness coun-
selors can also connect you to
whatever information or support
services you need. Please convey
my appreciation to your unit and
the members of your new spouse
group. I salute you.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter has
six beautiful children. Lately, my
grandkids have been repeating con-
versations that their mother has had
with their father.

Some of the things they say are
hurtful. They are young — the old-
est are 8 and 7 — too young for me
to tell them that what they are say-
ing is unacceptable.

Example: The oldest says, “Your
house is so small, you have no room
for visitors.” We do have a small
house, but people are always wel-
come, and our dearest friends and
family members know it. Once, the
younger one said to me, “Dad says
you laugh and talk too loud.” This
hurt me, and I can’t help but take it
personally. Should I say something
to my daughter and son-in-law? And
if so, what do I say without embar-
rassing them? Thanks.

— SMARTING IN BLUE
SPRINGS, MO.

DEAR SMARTING: Excuse
me, but I must disagree with you
about something. At ages 8 and 7,
your grandchildren are plenty old
enough to be told when they say
something rude and hurtful.
Please don’t wait any longer.

And as to what to say to your
daughter and son-in-law — start
out this way: “Little pitchers have
big ears, and not only that, they
leak.”  Shame on them.

DEAR ABBY: My best friend,
“Dave,” and I have known each
other for 35 years, since kindergar-
ten. Ten years ago, he married a
woman from a wealthy family. It
was the best and worst thing that
ever happened to him. Ever since the
wedding, Dave has lost touch with
his old friends from the past. He
talks down to everyone who is less
successful than he is. I don’t think
he’s even aware that he’s doing it.

I have tried to talk to him about it
in a nonconfrontational way with no
luck. Most of my problems are fi-
nancial, and Dave is no longer able
to relate.

I no longer enjoy having lunch
with him because all he ever talks
about is how well he’s doing in the
stock market. Every time we get to-
gether it’s the same conversation.

I have invited him to go fishing,
sailing, skeet shooting — even over
for a bonfire I throw every year. The
only activity Dave ever wants to do
is play golf, which I tried for five
years and still don’t enjoy. My friend
seems to have lost all interest in any-
thing beyond golf and money.

— UP TO HERE
DEAR UP TO HERE: Yes.

Frankly, I’m surprised the
“friendship” has lasted as long as
it has. If you need my permission
to move on, you have it. It doesn’t
have to be confrontational. Some-
times people just grow apart.

Bridge
Famous Hand
North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
NORTH
[S] 6 5 4 2
[H] A Q 9 8 4 2
[D] K Q 7
[C] —
WEST
[S] J 3
[H] 10 7 3
[D] 9 6 5 2
[C] K Q 8 6
EAST
[S] Q 10 7
[H] K J 5
[D] A J 8
[C] A 10 9 5
SOUTH
[S] A K 9 8
[H] 6
[D] 10 4 3
[C] J 7 4 3 2
The bidding:
North East    South West
1 H           Pass    1 S         Pass
3 S           Pass    4 S
Opening lead — king of clubs.
The first McConnell Cup, emblematic of victory in the

Women’s World Team Championship, was won in 1994 by
a U.S. team composed of Marinesa Letizia, Rozanne Pollack,
Sue Picus, Judi Radin and Jill Blanchard.

In a match that was in doubt up to the very last deal, they
scored a narrow triumph in the final over another American
team led by Sally Woolsey.

Today’s deal was a key one for the winners. When it was
first played, the bidding went as shown. Letizia, the declarer,
ruffed the opening club lead and cashed the ace of hearts. She
then ruffed a heart, a club, another heart and another club
before cashing the A-K of trumps to produce this position,
with declarer needing two more tricks:

                     North
                     H Q 9
                     D K Q 7
West                East
D  9 6 5 2                         S Q
C  Q                         D A J 8
C  A
                     South
                     D 10 4 3
                     C J 7
Letizia now led a diamond to the queen, and East, who had

failed to unblock the club ace, was helpless. If she took the
diamond with the ace, she could cash the spade queen and
club ace, but declarer would score the last two tricks with the
ten and king of diamonds. If instead East ducked the first
diamond, declarer would play a heart to produce the same
result. Four spades, making four, was worth 420 points.

At the other table, things took a decidedly different turn
when East bid one notrump over the one-heart opening and
everyone passed. East finished with eight tricks for a score
of 120 points. This, plus the 420 gained at the first table, gave
the Letizia team a pickup of 11 IMPs in a match they won by
just 5 IMPs.

Tomorrow: A question of timing.
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