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Storm damagecanbecostly v [LISTINGS

By Sandy Praeger
Kansas Insurance Commissioner

While April showers bring May
flowers, spring storms can bring
costly damage to your property.

In the past, my article on the
spring storm season has arrived in
time to provide helpful information
to homeowners ahead of the storm
season. Butas we witnessed March
12th, the 2006 spring storm season
is ahead of schedule and many
homeowners in Kansas have al-
ready experienced some significant
damage to their properties. With the
early arrival of severe weather also
comes the continued probability of
weather-related property losses.

In 2005 the total number of con-
firmed tornadoes in Kansas was
135. This was the highest annual
total for Kansas since 1950 and far
exceeded the norm of 55. Kansas
achieved another record when 19
tornadoes touched down during the
month of November 2005, also
breaking the 1950 record. And we
may be in for yet another record
breaking year.

There are some things youcando
to protect yourself and your belong-
ings before the storm:

* Check your homeowner and
auto policies to make sure you have
comprehensive coverage for hail
and windstorm.

* Review your homeowner’s
policy with your insurance agent to
make sure your coverage is up-to-
date and adequately protects all
structures and personal property.

e Take inventory of your personal
property, including model and se-
rialnumbers when available. If pos-
sible, take photos or make a video-
tape of personal items to give to in-
surance adjusters in the event of
loss. Store this information, along
with receipts in a safe deposit box
or somewhere outside the home.

* Keep your home in good repair
by making sure shingles are secure,
garage doors are reinforced and
unnecessary debris is removed. In
high winds, loose debris can fly

around causing damage or it can
block drains and sewers which
could cause flooding.

e Check your roof for leaks or
damage to rain gutters.

e See that trees or branches are not
in danger of falling on your home.
Closely inspect your trees looking
for weak branches that could fall in
high winds.

* Take severe weather alerts and
warnings seriously. Too many
people are injured or die unneces-
sarily each year from watching the
storm and not protecting them-
selves fromit.

* Have plenty of batteries and
flashlights on hand.

e Listen to The Weather Channel
or local television news for the lat-
estforecast. Severe weather warn-
ings are activated to protect you and
your property.

e If a severe storm warning is is-
sued and you have time to act, move
automobiles and loose items in-
doors.

If you do suffer loss or damage
due to a storm, here are some rec-
ommendations on how to proceed:

e Contact your insurance com-
pany immediately to report losses.

¢ Get instructions from your ad-
juster BEFORE calling anyone to
repair orreplace damaged property.
Your insurer’s visual inspection of
your loss may be required before
claims are paid.

e If your home is damaged or is
currently awaiting repairs, take
steps to protect your home from
further damage and document the
state of your home with photos or
video. Buy the materials you need
to secure your property and mini-
mize your losses. Cover your win-
dows with plywood and move your
vehicles into a garage or carport if
possible.

*Beware of downed power lines,
especially near water, to avoid risk
of electrocution.

* When returning home, do not
drive through flooded areas or
through road barriers -they are there
for your safety.

e If your house is damaged, shut
electricity off at the breakers. Keep
power off until an electrician has
inspected your system for safety.

e Beware of fly-by-night repair
businesses. Hire licensed and repu-
table service and repair people. Get
references and use local businesses,
when possible.

e Take precautions if the damage
requires you toleave your home for
an extended period of time. Let
your agent or insurance company
know of your temporary forward-
ing address and phone number.

Flooding

Most personal and commercial
policies covering property do not
include earthquake or flood protec-
tion. Justan inch of water can cause
costly damage to your property. If
you are prone to flooding or rising
water in your home, you may notbe
protected. Check with your insur-
ance agent. Flood policies are only
available through the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program.
For more information, call 1-888-
CALL FLOOD or visit their web
site at www.fema.gov/nfip.

Keep in mind that following a
major storm when many people are
affected, it may take a little longer
than usual for the insurance com-
pany to settle your claim. If your
settlement doesn’t occur in a rea-
sonable length of time, call your
agent. And, if you still have prob-
lems coming to an agreement with
your company, please contact the
Kansas Insurance Department at 1-
800-432-2484.

Turge youtohave aplanof action
for severe storms now, while you
have time to prepare. Have a supply
of bottled water, dried foods and
canned goods on hand in case of a
power outage, and make sure to
have afresh supply of flashlight bat-
teries and a battery operated radio.

If youhave any questions or con-
cerns regarding your insurance,
contact the Kansas Insurance De-
partment Consumer Assistance
Hotline at 1-800-432-2484.

State board rewrites sex ed rule

TOPEKA (AP) — Having told
school districts they must get writ-
ten permission from parents before
enrolling children in sex education
classes, the State Board of Educa-
tion soon will consider requiring
abstinence-only courses.

On a 6-4 vote Wednesday, the
board added the parental consent
mandate to health standards, which
are otherwise advisory for school
districts. Only a handful of states
have similar mandates, according to
national groups.

And at the request of Kathy Mar-
tin, a Clay Center Republican, the
board will discuss requiring dis-
tricts to have at least one absti-
nence-only course in grades six
through nine.

“We need to send the correct mes-
sage,” Martin said.

Mostof Kansas’ 300 districts au-
tomatically teach children sex edu-
cation unless a parent objects in
writing, an approach favored by
many teachers, administrators and
public health officials.

But board Chairman Steve
Abrams, an Arkansas City Repub-
lican, said of the change, “It’s about
empowering parents; that’s the bot-
tom line.”

The new mandate doesn’t come
with any punishment if districts
refuse to follow it, prompting crit-
ics to predict it will be ignored.

Still, they worry that some chil-
dren who need information about
human sexuality won’t get it be-
cause their parents will forget to fill
out a consent form, or won’t see the
form.

“Through legal and policy
changes, you’re not going to create
love, and you’re not going to create
better parent-child communication
about sexuality,” said Stephen
Conley, executive director of the
American Association of Sexuality
Educators, Counselors and Thera-
pists.

It’s not the first time the board
went against professional opinions
onanissue. In November, the board
adopted science testing standards
that treat evolution as a flawed
theory.

Mark Tallman, a lobbyist for the
Kansas Association of School
Boards, said boards experienced no
problems without a state mandate
on sex education.

“We think that’s a decision that
oughtto be made locally,” Tallman
said.

Wednesday’s vote came less than
three weeks after the Senate ap-
proved a bill requiring all districts
to offer comprehensive sex educa-
tion programs and prohibiting them
from going to abstinence-only pro-
grams or eliminating sex education
altogether. That bill is before a
House committee.

The board had a similar regula-
tionin place for nearly two decades,
but as it revised rules for accredit-
ing schools, the regulation was al-
lowed to lapse. While the board
developed health standards to ad-
vise schools, its only requirement is
that districts have human sexuality
classes of some kind.

In September, the board dead-
locked 5-5 over how to handle sex
education classes. Martin sided the
board’s four moderates then, but she
said Wednesday the views of her
constituents caused her to change
her mind.

And, Martin said, she would be
comfortable allowing boards to de-
cide how to handle enrollment if
courses were abstinence-only.

Only Arizona, Nevada and Utah
have a statewide requirement for
schools to obtain parental consent
for sex education courses, accord-
ing to the Sexuality Information and
Education Council of the United
States, a group that favors compre-
hensive programs.

However, it’s not uncommon for
alocal districttohave such a policy,
said Kathy Christie, senior vice
president for the Education Com-
mission of the States.

The Wichita school district, the
state’s largest with more than
45,000 students, won’t enroll
middle school or high school stu-
dents in a sex education course
without parental consent.

“Alot of times parents will say,
’No way,’ but the more they talk to

the teacher ahead of the curriculum,
the more they realize it’s not what
they thought it would be,” said dis-
trict spokeswoman Susan
Arensman.

But some public health officials
and supporters of comprehensive
sex education programs worry that
the state board’s action was an at-
tack on long-established programs
in the name of promoting absti-
nence.

Under Martin’s proposal, a
school could lose its state accredi-
tation if it did not offer nine weeks
of instruction on “abstinence until
marriage” atleast once in grades six
through nine.

“This would be one way to put a
little teeth into what we would like
them to do as far as instructing stu-
dents,” Martin said.

Conley said no studies have
shown that abstinence-only pro-
grams work. Some educators ques-
tion whether such programs pro-
vide students with medically accu-
rate information.

Debra Rukes, the director of the
Topeka YWCA’s Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Program, said it encour-
ages abstinence to avoid unwanted
pregnancies and sexually transmit-
ted diseases, but also educates teens
about birth control.

“Sixty-two percent of them are
having sex before they graduate
fromhigh school,” Rukes said “We
recognize that teens are going to
make that choice.”

Board members Sue Gamble, a
Shawnee Republican, and Bill
Wagnon, a Topeka Democrat, sug-
gested the board’s mandate violates
the Kansas Constitution, which
says schools “shall be maintained,
developed and operated by locally
elected boards.”

But Tallman said the state board,
which has constitutional authority
toprovide “supervision” of schools,
has the power to set accreditation
standards.

“I don’t know whether the state
board could mandate that it be
taught, but they could say, ‘You’re
not going to be accredited if you
don’t,”” Tallman said.

Banks retool to meet Latino client needs

KANSAS CITY (AP) — One of
Maria Carrillo’s clients said thieves
jumped him on payday because
they knew he’d leave the check-
cashing business with his pockets
full of bills. How was he to know he
could open a bank account in this
country, Carrillo said, if he was still
struggling to read in Spanish?

Carrillo, a financial consultant
whose office windows look onto a
ward of this city where taquerias
have replaced steel plants, knew he

was just the kind of client banks
want.As the housing market slows,
lenders have come to see the
country’snew Latino immigrants as
a market with a great upside. By
2010, the disposable income of His-
panics will exceed $1.08 trillion, or
9.2 percent of total purchasing
power nationwide, according to the
Selig Center for Economic Growth
at the University of Georgia.

Even as Congress debates their
legal status, banks are tailoring their

products to meet the country’s new-
est residents where they work and
live, installing ATMs in
meatpacking plants and creating
special mortgage packages that
don’t require the traditional docu-
mentation.

After experiencing decades of
financial crises and currency de-
valuations in Latin America, first-
generation immigrants often prefer
to carry cash than to deposit their
money in the bank.
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USA Law & Order: Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: SVU |Law & Order: Law & Order: SVU
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