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Aging farmers leave uncertain
future for the next generation

BLUE GRASS, Iowa (AP) —
Earl Martz winces at the idea that
one day someone other than a Martz
may work the farm his family has
owned for generations.

Martz, 71, raised hogs, corn and
soybeans on the same 160 acres his
father bought in 1913. Two of his
three sons now are working the
land, but the future of the family
farm seems uncertain.

Soaring land values and operat-
ing costs, competition from large-
scale operations, tax hurdles and
market forces have made it difficult
for young families to take over for
the nation’s graying farmers.

“I really don’t think my grand-
children will farm,” said Martz,
now a year into retirement. “We
don’t know what will happen to it,
really, after our two sons are done
farming here.”

The questions facing the Martz
family are familiar to many Ameri-
can farmers and ranchers.

A 2002 survey by farm econo-
mists at lowa State University
found that nearly 25 percent of lowa
farmland owners are 75 or older.
Another 24 percentare 65 to 74, and
nearly 22 percent are 55 to 64.

The most recent census by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
shows a similar trend nationwide.
Based on 2002 figures, the average
age of America’s estimated 2 mil-
lion farmers is 55.3 years.

The next national agriculture
census is scheduled for 2007, but
economists say there is scant evi-
dence to suggest the trend will re-
verse any time soon.

“The average age of the farmer is
going up year after year after year,”
said Pat O’Brien, an economist with
the American Farm Bureau. “And
one result of that is that we’re see-
ing right now more and more land
being concentrated in the hands of
older owners.”

‘ ‘ It’s not that the younger generation
doesn’t want to farm. it’s that we’ve cre-

ated so many economic barriers for them

to enter the field.”

John Crabtree.

Mike Duffy, professor of farm
economics at lowa State University,
says research in lowa shows an in-
crease in land held by joint tenants
and trusts — often by multiple heirs
— as retirees turn the farm over to
their children.

While some children choose to
farm, many more have other ca-
reers. As a result, Duffy says, mul-
tiple-heir ownership has put more
land in the hands of people who live
away from the farm or out of state.

In 1982, 37 percent of lowa farm-
land was owned by someone living
off the farm. By 2002, thathad risen
to 45 percent, according to Duffy’s
research.

“What we anticipate seeing is
more land being owned by more
people who don’t live in the state
any more,” Duffy said.

“That just means more income
leaves the state and the rural com-
munities.”

The trend also has contributed to
rising land values and consolidation
of land by bigger, established op-
erators, officials say.

While rising land prices benefit
older farmers, many of whom rely
on cash rent for retirement income,
inflated prices are discouraging the
hopes of the next generation of
farmers.

“It doesn’t take a very smart guy
to realize the numbers are stacked
against you,” said Steven Houston

Kansas education official to
move on to national position

TOPEKA (AP) — The woman
Bob Corkins beat out to nab the job
of Kansas commissioner of educa-
tion has been picked to oversee
most of the nation’s special-educa-
tion programs.

Alexa Posny, the state’s deputy
education commissioner, will leave
next month to become the director
of the Office for Special Education
Programs. It’s one of three divisions
of the federal Office of Special Edu-
cation and Rehabilitative Services
at the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion.

“This is an opportunity that only
comes once in a lifetime,” Posny
said.

Posny sought the commission-

er’s job when former school chief
Andy Tompkins retired last year.
Sheinitially was one of two final-
ists for the job. Unable to make a
decision, the state board reopened
the search. Posny remained a final-
ist — this time one of five — when
the board’s conservative majority
voted for Corkins in September.
The decision angered some su-
perintendents and educators be-
cause Corkins is a former lobbyist
with no experience in education
administration and had advocated
for increased school choice.
Posny said the search process
didn’t play arole in her decision to
take the federal post.
Posny, the former director of spe-
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Prince Charles
left for two-week tour

LONDON (AP) Prince
Charles and wife Camilla are to
leave Monday for a two-week tour
of the Middle East and India, offi-
cials said.

The Prince of Wales and the
former Camilla Parker Bowles, the
Duchess of Cornwall, are scheduled
to make stops in Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and India.

The tour, the couple’s second of-
ficial trip together, aims to improve
Britain’s profile and promote inter-
faith tolerance and the prince’s en-
vironmental initiatives, according
to a statement from the prince’s of-
fice.

The royals will start in Egypt,
where they are to lay a wreath at war
graves in El Alamein and attend an
exhibition of Islamic art. From
there, they will travel to Saudi
Arabia to attend meetings on edu-
cation and work training.

Their tour wraps up in India,
where the pair will attend the Brit-
ishhigh commissioner’s annual re-
ception for diplomats, politicians
and businessmen. The prince —
known for his interest in the envi-
ronment and young people — is
expected to discuss his ideas for
sustainable farming, water conser-
vation and jobs.

The couple’s first official foreign
trip together was atour of the United
States in November.

Kid Rock reaches agreement
regarding video

DETROIT (AP) — Lawyers for
KidRock and a Californiacompany
have reached a tentative agreement
to extend a judge’s order blocking
the release of an explicit sex video
featuring the rap-rocker, former
Creed singer Scott Stapp and four

women. Under the agreement, the
temporary injunction would remain
ineffect without the necessity of an-
other court hearing, according to
William Horton, a lawyer for Rock
who spoke to The Detroit News.

Paperwork to permanently block
the release of the tape is expected to
be filed early next week, the news-
paper said.

Lawyers for the company, World
Wide Red Light District, did not
return messages left Saturday seek-
ing comment.

Last month, federal Judge John
Feikens in Detroit signed a tempo-
rary order that stopped the company
from distributing or promoting the
tape.

Kid Rock’s lawyers sued Red
Light, which made headlines in
2004 by distributing the Paris
Hilton sex video. The lawsuit
sought a permanent court order
halting sale or distribution of the
video.

Stapp alsohas filed afederal law-
suitin Los Angeles to stop the com-
pany from selling or promoting the
video. And a woman who claims to
be involved in the video has sued
Stapp for invasion of privacy.

RedLightacknowledged the tape
came from a third party, but acom-
pany lawyer has denied that it was
stolen.

Ned Beatty accepts Master
of Cinema award

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (AP)
— Ned Beatty says he sees himself
as a quintessential character actor.

Although the leading man may
get the girl, he said, as a character
actor, “you make things happen.
You drive the story on.”

Beatty, who has appeared in more
than 100 films, accepted the Mas-
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