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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

OH?/! THIS IS
COOPER! IF IT C,
THE WHOLE STORE

COOPER, YOU FORGOT TO
SHUT OFF THE COFFEE POT
LAST NIGHT.
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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & J

TO THE GROUND!

SERIOUS,
AUGHT FIRE,
COULD BURN

YEAH, RIGHT. I'D
NEVER GET THAT

erry Scott (Sample)

WE'S FONNY, HE'S SMART, AND
HE ¥nows EVERYTHING!

MEB, LATTE 1S REALWN CoOL!

12

WHO'S THIS MR LATTE? WHAT YOR THE ReST (7 YEAW. AND
HAPPENED TO MRS, WETZL? OF THE VEAR? \ AM T GLAD!
\ e MRS, WETZL 1S 0
L ( C ~—1 HAING A BABY,
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SUBSTITUTE.

wiww.baby blués.com
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LTS
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SPEND. =)

200b, 306y BAVES PORTHERSHI® DT, Y FING FEXTURES SYNDILATE

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

ITS S0 60oD OoF You TO
COME FOR US, DEAR. WE
COULD HAVE TAKEN ACAB.

NO PROBLE
Low

TS 0LV T OF YOUR WAY
—AND WE HATE. 10
INTERRUPT YOUR
EVENING.

Garfield ¢ Jim Dayvis
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I'M STARVING. ) |& s THAT GOT §|
WHERE'S THAT b HIS ATTENTION 8
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
SSighZ LATELY THeY your Vs No, My’
KEEP TELLING ME TN ENEMIES € CHILDREN

NOT POING ANY THIN
RIGHT,/ e

WE KNOW HOW BUS
YOU ARE.

MoM, \T
NO TROVBLE:!
j_ HON T
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Y) | ENSOYED MEETING ) WELLWE HATE To BE
A NUISANCE,MICHAEL .

YWP\NT 11; SEE YoU.
S I ED TO .} SO IT'S NICE TO IKNOW
X 'OV DON'T MIND DRIN-

S 1
THIS IS A PLEASURE! ) Y/ NG 05 TSE )
M

Crossword
ACROSS 33 Control  DOWN 22 Hautboy
1 Over- 35 Show off 1 “Letme 23 Former
publicize the think ...” British
5 Maple biceps 2 Verily crown
genus 36 Speedy 3 Corral colony
9 The girl steed 4 Moral 24 Suit-

12 Track 37 Swoon principles able
competi- 38 Herb 5 Con 26 Spill
tion with 6 Barracks the

13 PBS showy array beans
science flowers 7 Actress 27 Spill the
show 40 Highland Longoria beans

14 Kennedy garb 8 Plunder 28 Mideast
or Koppel 42 Judge 9 ltalian gulf

15 Woody Lance volcano 29 Libretto
Allen 43 Massa- 10 Light 31 Not
movie chusetts a fire sponta-

17 Tatter sound under neous

18 Wife of 48 Distant 11 Provoca- 34 Spoon-
Osiris 49 Duel tool tive bender

19 Like 50 Top-notch 16 Blond Geller
Santa’s 51 Article in shade 35 Wealthy
laundry News- 20 Mork’s bigwig

21 Painter week? home 37 Winter
Hierony- 52 Consider planet woe
mus 53 Detergent 21 Coffin 38 Elevator

24 The brand stand 39 Hexag-
MacDon-  goytion time: 21 mins. onal
ald place state

25 Wading 40 Dandling
bird site

26 Uncom- 41 Particu-
plimen- lar
tary 44 Gorilla
remark 45 Pond

30 A billion fish
years 46 Conclu-

31 Board S5 sion

32 Praise in alT| 47 Football
verse Yesterday’s answer 3-21 prop

1 |2 |3 6 |7 9 [10 [11

Blondie ® Chic Young

gﬁewooo, yOU MUST GET UP!
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WHEN SHE PUT!
A HYPHEN IN
MYy NAME, IT'S
TIME TO MOVE

T T 110

|

www.Blondie.com

A GENERAL HAS TO DRESS
LIKE A GENERAL, RIGHT
DOWN TO HIS SHINY

DID YOU KNOW
HE HAS STARS
ON HIS SHORTS?2
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

I DON'T THINK RALPH’S GOING TO SEE HIM
AND ME BEING CO-MANAGERS AS
A PARTNERSHIP, TED...

HE’S

HE'LL DO

Cryptoquip

KU GPSUIVM HIJWSB

[CMRN HBC DPRU OVON’

GMCWBIOF. WBUL GPO

SUPMML KU BPKJW-ICSDIOF.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A NEWSPAPER
WERE FULL OF MISTAKES AND TYPOS, I GUESS
[T MIGHT BE PUBLISHED WEAKLY.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: H equals W

TO SEE IT AS A
COMPETITION, AND

TO ASSUME FULL
CONTROL.

GOING H WELL, DON‘T PLEASE TELL ME

§,LET HIM. THERE’S AN
ANHING é ADDENDUM TO

£
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DX QB VFS PVFS AYVRALUCVY

MLUQGL RALLUZFLRR,

GQHML 7L RDGAFH 70§

BVCZDBP FLXC CV QRRQH.
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: BE CAREFUL WITH

FOLKS WHO MAKE NUNS" CLOTHING. THEY

CANREALLY BE HABIT-FORMING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Chue; Z equals H

ACROSS

41 Expen-

DOWN 25 Title

1 lllumi- sive 1 Symbol 26 Singer
nated entree of gentle- Sheryl
4 Complaint 43 Grand ness 27 Hacks
8 Impetu- 44 Legal 2 Notion away at
ous matter 3 AAAjobs 28 Space-
12 Commo- 46 Gibson 4 Reinforce craft
tion garnish 5 Historical compart-
13 Sandwich 50 CNN time ments
treat inter- 6 Alway 29 Touch
14 Hodge- viewer 7 Nixon 30 Ref’s call
podge 55 Kia model successor 31 T, in
15 Kitten’s 56 Lotion 8 Thief Morse
comment additive 9 “The code
16 Celtics 57 Writer Greatest” 35 Slapstick
legend James 10 Round trio
18 Founda- 58 Office- Table 38 Rifle
tion holders address part
20 Society 59 Cryout 11 Scuttle ~ 40 Scoot
newbie loudly 17 Archer's 42 Crucial
21 Impale 60 “Blue’s bow wood 45 Old card
24 Woman Clues” 19 Follower game
ata audience (Suff.) 47 Crocus
RenFest 61 The 22 Dubai cousin
28 Ran with air up denizen 48 Comment
quick there 23 Sire from the
steps pen
32 Excep- Solution time: 21 mins. 49 Inquisitive
tional H[Y[P[EA[C]E]R H 50 Retriever
33 Japanese [M[E|E|T type, for
sash VLAY T short
34 Sitarist's HE 51 — carte
repertoire [1[B]l 52 Sequence
36 Tend the [EJOIN 53 “But
Iawn _ Ei —on
37 Unintelli- [ Tylp forever”:
gent 1]T]o Tennyson
39 Scatters  |F[AIR 54 Bottom
about TIHIE line
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“Mommy, could you teach me my
numbers so | can do this puzzle?”

Bridge

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
P A94
YAKEOG
® Q85
P+ A873
WEST EAST
“®» 72 » 3363
¥YQJ 103 ¥Yo842
® ATO94g *K 72
*Q 102 90 6 5
SOUTH
2K QJ 10 5
¥75
® 1063
*+K J4g
The bidding:
North East South Wes
1 NT Pass 3 Pass
4 o
Opening lead — queen of hearts.

The Right Time for Action
If the only way to defeat a contract depends upon
your partner having a certain card, and if your partner’s
holding that card is consistent with the bidding, then you
should proceed on the assumption that he has that card.
To play otherwise constitutes a form of self-destruction.
For example, consider this deal where South is in
four spades and West leads the queen of hearts. De-
clarer wins with the king and draws three rounds of
trumps, ending in dummy. The three of clubs is then led
to the jack, losing to West’s queen. What should West
play next?

Actually, there is only one card he can return to de-
feat the contract: the jack of diamonds. If he leads that
card, South goes down; if he leads any other card, South
makes the contract.

The jack is the killing play because declarer cannot
then avoid the loss of three diamond tricks regardless
of what he does. But if West leads the ace of diamonds
or a low diamond, South can hold himself to two dia-
mond losers with proper play.

How can West know that the jack of diamonds — and
only the jack of diamonds — is the right play? West sees
that declarer has five trump tricks, the A-K of hearts,
and the ace of clubs. It is also fairly obvious that South
took a club finesse at trick five with a holding that in-
cluded the K-J. This brings declarer to nine sure tricks.

If West also credits South with the king of diamonds,
he might as well give up and go home. Instead, he must
assume that East has the king. Having done so, he leads
the jack to trap the queen and thus gains the hoped-for
three diamond tricks.

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
®]Jo4g
YA10606
® 73
2K QJ 105
WEST EAST
»dL8652 K 1073
¥4 YK 72
®*KIJO2 ®*AQ864
$*+9 643 *3
SOUTH
eaAQ
¥YQJ9853
® 105
oAT2
The bidding:
East South West North
1 & 1V 2 & 39
Pass 4 €
Opening lead — two of diamonds.

It may at times seem amazing how some declarers
are able to figure out what to do when they are faced
with a difficult decision. While many might attribute this
to a mystical quality known as “table feel,” in reality it is
simply the ability to place the cards from clues gleaned
during the bidding and play.

Consider this deal where South got to four hearts as
shown and West led the diamond deuce. East won with
the ace and returned the eight of clubs, a play that had
all the earmarks of a singleton.

Given this development, declarer realized that the
contract was in serious danger. East’s play of the ace
of diamonds had marked West with the king and si-
multaneously indicated that East had to have the king
of hearts (as well as the king of spades) for his open-
ing bid. There was consequently a strong possibility
that whenever East gained the lead with the king of
trumps, he would lead a diamond to West’s king and
get a club ruff to defeat the contract.

But South worked out a sly solution to this problem.
He took East’s club return in dummy, led the four of
spades to the queen and cashed the ace of spades.
He then led the queen of trumps to the ace and re-
turned the jack of spades, discarding his remaining dia-
mond when East covered the jack with the king.

By thus exchanging his diamond loser for a spade
loser, declarer assured that East could no longer put
his partner on lead to return a club. As a result, South
lost only a diamond, a spade and a trump and so made
his contract.

In effect, declarer played the entire hand as though
he had seen all 52 cards from the word “go.” In a sense,
he did — after East’s first two plays — but that is typi-
cal of any declarer who makes the effort to read the
cards from the clues he obtains. The critical informa-
tion is frequently right there if declarer simply stops to
think about it.
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“Kittycat’s asleep, so skip the part
where the dog barks.”




