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Student notes importance of ethanol use

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — DuPont
Crop Protection and the Agriculture
Council of America (ACA) an-
nounce the national 2006 Ag Day
Essay Contest winner, Ashley
Julka.

Julka, a 10th grader at Laconia
High School, Rosendale, Wis., was
named the state winner and overall
national winner of the “Growing
Our Energy: Alternative Fuels
From Agriculture” themed contest.

Julkareceived a$1,000 prize and
a roundtrip ticket to Washington,
D.C. where she was recognized at
the National Ag Day Luncheon held
March 16 at the National Press
Club.

Growing Our Energy: Alterna-
tive Fuels from Agriculture

By Ashley Julka

In the early days, people lived
simple lives. New explorations led
to the discovery of coal and oil.

Aspeople became accustomed to
these “natural” resources, our coun-
try gradually evolved from anation
relying almost exclusively on re-
newable sources of fuel such as
wood, wind, and water power to one
relying almost totally on natural
(nonrenewable) sources.

While this has been a tremendous
asset to our country’s growth, we
know that these “natural” energy
sources are dwindling and won’t
lastforever. Thus, the quest for find-
ing more efficient ways of using
homegrown fuels has escalated. We
need to continue to research and
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develop homegrown fuels such as:
ethanol, biodiesel, and methane
gas, which will allow us to become
less dependent on foreign countries.

One new, promising form of
homegrown fuel is ethanol. Ethanol
is a fuel made from wheat, corn, or
barley, grown across the United
States. These grains are put through
grinders, changing it into a color-
less, liquid fuel.

Ethanol burns cleaner, is better
for our environment, and helps ab-
sorb carbon dioxide from the atmo-
sphere. By using gasoline-contain-
ing ethanol, we’re using home-
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grown products. Not only does this
reduce our dependency on foreign
oil, but it also helps the American
economy.

In Wisconsin alone, ethanol pro-
duction has gone from zero to 250
million gallons in five
years.Biodiesel is another form of
homegrown fuel. It’s made from
renewable resources including soy-
beans, waste grease from restau-
rants, and animal and vegetable
fats.

Biodiesel can be used most die-
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As a FARMER, we know your time is precious. We understand that
AGRICULTURE does not stop at the farm. It affects your family, schools,

sel fuel tanks. It can help keep our and the places where you conduct business.

air cleaner by reducing carbon mon-
oxide, particulates, and more.

According to a study conducted
by the U.S. Department of Energy,
biodiesel exhaust won’t cause eye
irritation, is biodegradable, reduces
cancer risks, and enhances engine
performance. By using biodiesel
instead of traditional diesel fuel, we
once again support the American
farmer.

Another homegrown energy
source is methane gas. It’s produced
from cattle manure and transferred
to energy by using a methane di-
gester. The gasis trapped, sentto an
electric generator where itis turned
into energy, and sold back to the
power company. Farmers benefit
from this because they use theirown
sources of waste and profit from it.

In summary, as we look to the fu-
ture of this great country, we should
first look at the past. We can and
must find ways to incorporate the
use of those early renewable fuels
with these new and promising
homegrown fuels, as well as har-
vesting wind and solar power, to
ensure our country’s economic sta-
bility and reduce our dependence on
foreign countries.

If we succeed, the United States
of America will truly continue to be
“the land of the free and the home
of the brave.”
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Thanks to the farmers who
have committed their time to
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American agriculture the
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Farm Credit of Western Kansas
salutes you and knows you will
always be equal to the challenges
of being the best in the world.

National Ag Week

improving the quality of our

Farm Credit of Western Kansas, ACA

everyday lives!!
1055 South Range @
Farm Credit

WE RECOGNIZE
YOU ON
NATIONAL AG
WEEK,
MARCH 19-25, 2006

March 19-25, 2006

Colby, Kansas
1-800-657-6048
www.farmcreditkansas.com

CORNERSTON]E

S

2/ 2148 County Road Q
PO Box 468
COLBY, KS 67701

785-462-3354

The Colby Free Press

Please recycle this newspaper!

We’re proud to be part of
National Ag Week!

155 W. 5th, Colby, 462-3963



