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Case of mistaken identity TV LLISTINGS
has dragged on too long

DEARABBY:Ihave anacquain-
tance who calls me by the wrong
firstname, and I don’tknow how to
correct him without embarrassing
both of us. We both grew up in the
same town, although we didn’t
know each other back then. He be-
came a doctor and moved to north-
ern California. Our mothers know
each other, but his motheris now in
a nursing home and can’t commu-
nicate.

When I first looked him up, I in-
troduced myself. Since then, he has
been calling me George. (My name
is Jim.) Most of the time I see him
at the weight room at the health
club, and he greets me with a big,
“Hello, George!” I thought about
correcting him, buthe can’thear me
because he has earphones on.

Sometimes we’ll cross paths in
the locker room and he’ll say,
“How’s it going, George?” and
keeps on walking. I don’t think it
would be cool to open his shower
door and correct him. How can |
solve this embarrassing problem?

— JIMATTHE GYM

DEAR JIM: Your mistake was
in not correcting him immedi-
ately. Unless being called by the
wrong name is ‘““george”’ with you,
open the shower door and correct
the man. I guarantee that if you
doitonce,he won’tget your name
wrong again.

DEARABBY: Aguyinouroffice

Abigail Van Buren

sponsored by the

COLBY FREFE PRESS

Ithasreached the point that we no
longer visit Mother nor do we attend
family functions. At the last one we
attended, Harry kept staring at Allie
and following her around. It made
her sick to her stomach, so we went
home.

My grandmother died last De-
cember. She was very ill the last six
months, but we would see her only
when she was in the hospital be-
cause Mother and Harry live in the
house next door to hers, and he kept
showing up when I was there.

Now my grandfatheris all alone.
I’d like for my children and me to
be able to visit, but again — Harry
is always there. I have tried talking
to my mother, but it’s one excuse
after another. Thad hoped she would
have arelationship with her grand-
children, but we can’t invite her to
our home for a picnic or a party be-
cause she won’tcome withouthhim.
Please help.

— HEARTSICK IN BUF-
FALO

DEAR HEARTSICK: If your

grandfather isn’t already aware

® Dear Abby

tionship with your children,
please rethink the wisdom of her
having one. You have described a
woman who tolerated the sexual
harassment of her two daughters
and grandchild. She made her
choice long ago, and you are all
better off keeping your distance
from her and her husband.

DEARABBY: Twice now, I have
inquired about the beautiful accents
of strangers. One was a cashier and
the other was a bank employee.
Both seemed embarrassed and un-
willing to reveal their country of
origin.

Was this attempt to show per-
sonal interest actually a tactless in-
vasion? Is there a rule of etiquette
onthis subject? I never meant to put
anyone on the spot.

— SEAN IN AFTON, VA.

DEAR SEAN: Some people are
sensitive about revealing their
background because of the cir-
cumstances that brought them to
this country — war, poverty, tor-
ture, loss of family members. Al-
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@ (6) [God'swil. (CC) America (CC) Stephanopoulos Hour Grow in Grace |ist Nation
KSNK/NBC |Rebecca |Paid Today (CC) Meet the Press Paid Paid Your Paid Paid Snow-
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warded. If we say no, he says, amealor take himto your home. into such personal territory. If (3] boarding News
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It’s sad, really. But the most logi- Call 1-800-423-USAF or log on to airforce.com. CROSS INTO THE BLUE
cal way to deal with it is to be “too

busy” to be interrupted. Be pleas-
ant, but firm, and tell him that
you’lllook at what he sent ““when
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Call Us On These New Land Listings.
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