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Retail ®

COOFPER,
WHAT ARE
YOU DOING?Z

Norm Feuti (Sample)

wow!
IMPRESSED! 1

JUST ENTERING
MY WORKLIST INTO MY
PERSONAL DATA
ASSISTANT.

I'™M

KNEW YOU COULD BE
SO ORGANIZED!

ESF?
WHAT DOES
THAT STAND
FOR?

YEAH, WELL,
I'M FULL OF
SURPRISES,
STUART.

NEVER

UH ... PERSONAL ...
SCHEDULE ... ER,
PLANNER ... YEAH.

A TATTLETALE ??
DID You JUST CALL ME A
TATTLETALE??

Ll p ) & ST

www.baby blues.com

MY L WHAT
\Nd INSULT/

 Fants FERTURES sywieas 4-€

MOM! P NEAR.T L¥ETD
HAMMIE THINK OF MYSELE
TATTLETALE ! WRISTLEBLOWER.

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

THAT WAS AN EPIC PRACTICE, | | WISH | CoULD PLAY 1T MEANS CHANGING AR\
YoOuE Zot THe EVA! 5 proniem\KEYBOARD ) | OUR r:l:héna - LS
MOVES,GIRL] VM Cool Wi
Lo OTHeR FEO THAT 1S EVERYONE
NG ! ON BOARD FOR
\_SIN&! I H | TOTAL BAND

75 N Thorfucom

Garfield ¢ Jim Dayvis

I DON'T EXIST
TO SERVE YOU/

www.garfield.com
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exTReMe]

MAKEOVER?

s1eaipuAs ssaid [esionun Aq painquIsia

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

'NE“//IEKR;NEXPEGTA N INSTEAC LEARN TO

G 70 BE
Joo 7, FAIT/J% ”
Sps R
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SHARE HIS AFFECTIONS /

VW/r;-/ ANOTHER
WOMAN <2/

MAGAZINE,
SANDWICH,

erved

e, Inc. World Rights res

King Features Syndicat

BUT IT
STILL SEEMS
LIKE [ FORGOT
SOMETHING

NOW ICAN'T
GET IT OFF!

SINCE T'VE BEEN
MARRIED

\%

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM

AREN'T YOU MY CIRCULATION
AFRAID IT WAS CUT OFF
WILL CUT THE DAY I PUT
OFF YOUR

ClRC%LATION

JEREMY THENEXT WHAT 77
TINENTAK TO HOW Lo
HELTOR, ASK HIM

IFHIS MOW CAN

PRIVE ONTUESIA(

HE HEARD Y THERES SUCH A BrTHE WA,
MK ME HEASKED| | THINGASTOOMICH | PIERCE, SARA,
HIS MOM, AND CONNECTEDNESS. BEAIATFIZY\II\‘}%NA'(A'?H%(
2,
FESAHE LIKE HOURNEW
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T-IILARY AND I SHARE SO MANY INTERESTS
THAT WE ALWAYS GOT ALONG GREAT -

ﬁ :

TOGETHER...

Cryptoquip
POYKB TOZCYRV TOYXSMRDC,

YH'C XQCCYAKB Z RBZU-

CYVOHBJ JQV SYVOH

AZUD MX HOB PUQRV HUBB.
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A SPITEFUL GUY
STARTS BEING MUCH NICER TO PEOPLE, YOU

MIGHT SAY HE'S BEEN DE-MEANED,
Today's Cryptoquip Clue; H equals T

I NEVER FELT
I HAD TO BECOME
ONE OF THOSE SO-
CALLED "COOL"
DADS TO GET MY
KID’S ATTENTION.

UNLIKE PHIL DOWN THE BLOCK, WHO
ALWAYS WEARS LOOSE CARGO PANTS
AND CONCERT T-SHIRTS AND ONCE
TOLD ME TO "STEP OFF."
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XM MBG XPXJGLE XIXNIO,
MBG AXOGAXRR URXEGN
[X0 YFG YT MBG FYLHFGGO

TYN AGOM UHMPBGN.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHILE CHASING
CHIPMUNKS, IT'S POSSIBLE A NEAR-SIGHTED
DOG MIGHT BARK UP THE WRONG TREE.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals H

Crossword
ACROSS 37 Small 3 Jailer’s 22 Satchel
1 BPOE ammuni- jinglers 23 “Unh-unh”
members tion 4 Long 24 Latin
5% 38“Getlost””  lunch? 101
dispenser 41 Hasten 5 Moore- word
8 Capri, e.g. 42 Broadcast head or 25 Neither’s
12 Stead 45 Press de Mille mate
13 Sticky 46 South 6 Lincoln 26 Coffee
stuff Dakota’s in-law holder
14 Indian — 7 Calendar 27 Scoundrel
Ocean National pp., often 28 Summer-
vessel Park 8 “The time
15 *NSYNC, 48 Noisy devil’'s beverage
O-Town, 49 Succor playthings” 29 Blue
etal. 50 Chicken 9 Close 31 Blend
17 Tempt — 10 Traditional 34 Drone
18 Reply 51 Makes a tales 35 First
(Abbr.) decision 11 Basin victim
19 Roulette 52 Take a accessory 37 Hen
bet stab at 16 Bohemian 38 Grain
20 Parking 53 Pronto, on 20 Scratch storage
regulator a memo the structure
21— surface 39 Har-
Impos- DOWN 21 Old-time vester’s
sible” 1 Exile site school- collection
22 “Phooey!” 2 Simba or desk 40 Decisive
23 Parents’ Scar features defeat
employee 41 “American
26 Vene- Solution time: 21 mins. Tribal
zuela’s B[E[G FIA[RJ.]o[s[s Love
capital O[VIUMBEA|GESMU[N|I|T Rock
30 Out of "é‘LSQBDg:GEOSY Musical”
control 42 Blackbirds
. C[A[M B|E|L|U|G|A
31 Stein ET clnMviolrialL] 43 Concept
32 Zilch, o[s[L[ofiw/a|Nlc[A[L[m] 44 Say
in AlL[o[F[TIlP]]c]K][L][E]s whether
Xochimilco [LIEIWID[E[R [llla A N you'll
ssndor L O MPPIE]  come
35 Extra crhTcMoo=MTulnre| 46 Diamond
36 Monkey  [G[a[L[s MR[E[S N[EW club
suit Yesterday’s answer 4.4 47 Alias abbr.
2 9 [10 11

30

33

-

38 [39 [40 42 |43 |44

45

48

51

ACROSS 35 Entreaty 59 Holds the 16 Aware

1 Usesa 36 Bush deed to of
straw 38 “CSI” 20 Put

5 Chignon evidence DOWN together

8 News- 40 Pick a 1 Vault 23 Part of
paper target 2 Mountain UNLV
page 41 On the beast 24 Essen

12 Help a rocks 3 Saucy expletive
hood 43 Pie 4 Scatter 25 “Lightnin’

13 401(k) ingredi- 5 “Who Strikes”
alterna- ent? cares?” singer
tive 45 Crazy 6 Coffee- 27 Silent

14 Magazine 47 Liqueur shop assent
founded flavorings vessel 29 Floral
by Quincy 51 Catcher’s 7 Actress wreath
Jones need Watts 30 Sweet

15 “The 52 Half a 8 Cover potato
Incredible comedy partially 32 Mexican
Hulk” team 9 Recent penin-
portrayer 54 Largestof  Deuvil sula

17 Organic the seven Rays 34 Exposes
com- 55 Deluge manager 37 Stiller or
pound refuge 10 Black, in Stein

18 Stretch 56 Capricorn verse 39 “Charley’s
out 57 Carriage 11 Take 3

19 Sea- 58 “Of out of 42 Rot
related course” context? 44 San —

21 Adversity 45 Mosque

22 Inactive Solution time: 21 mins. VIP

23 Fond 46 Barring
du — unfore-

26 A seen
Bobbsey circum-
twin stances,

28 Play in law
amorously 48 Largo

31 Needing 49 Vivacity
liniment 50 Drunk-

33 Theme ards
entries’ 53 Raw
first name rock
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“I'll bet the tooth fairy makes a fortune

selli

.......

ng baby teeth on eBay.”

Bridge

West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
@» ]J 73
¥108 4
®JoOe6
oA Q62
WEST EAST
P AK Q10 ®»®OIoES52
¥YQ3 ¥ 9o
K843 ®* AQS52
o* 7 54 0 3
SOUTH
“@» 4
YAKI7652
® 107
K J10
The bidding:
West North East South
1 & Pass 4 o 59
Dble

Opening lead — king of spades.

Partnership Discord

This deal comes from the 1966 Tournament of Cham-
pions played in Deauville, France. With Walter Avarelli
and Massimo D’Alelio of Italy North-South, and Kenneth
Konstam and Maurice Harrison-Gray (aka “Gray”) of
England East-West, the bid ding went as shown.

Gray led the king of spades, on which Konstam
played the nine. Ordinarily, the play of the nine — obvi-
ously an unnecessarily high spot-card — would consti-
tute a request for West to continue the suit. That is the
way almost everyone plays, and that is the way Gray
interpreted the nine.

But when Gray led another spade, D’Alelio ruffed and
easily made the contract. As can be seen, if Gray had
shifted to a diamond, the defense would have won the
first three tricks to set the contract.

Obviously, Gray and Konstam were operating on dif-
ferent wavelengths. Konstam intended the nine as a sig-
nal for Gray to shift to a diamond — the higher-ranking
of the two side suits (clubs and diamonds). This was in
accord with the suit- preference convention played by
Konstam in such situations.

It can be argued that Gray should have switched to
a diamond despite what he thought was a come-on sig-
nal in spades, because he could infer from the bidding
that South had no more spades.

The answer to this, if we accept Gray’s thesis that
there can be no suit-preference signal at trick one, is
that Konstam was asking for another spade lead be-
cause he did not want any other suit led.

But the practical answer is that any pair who is play-
ing in a major championship should settle in advance
the defensive methods they plan to use. It is unreason-
able to expect harmonious results when the trombone
is playing Sousa and the cello is playing Beethoven.

North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
@ 5 4
¥Jjs54
® 6 4
*oK 76543
WEST EAST
S AK 102 ®QIJT97
¥9 38 w7
®J 7532 ®*AKQ1098
*oQJ % 108
SOUTH
@» 363
YAKQIO632
&
%* A O 2
The bidding:
North East South West
Pass 1 & 4 € 4 &
5%¥ S5 Dble

Opening lead — jack of hearts.

Partnership Harmony

Yesterday, we featured a hand from the Tourna-
ment of Champions where the British East-West pair,
Kenneth Konstam and Maurice Harrison-Gray (aka
“Gray”), had a misunderstanding about a suit-prefer-
ence signal and permitted the Italian pair, Walter Avarelli
and Massimo D’Alelio, to make five hearts doubled.
By a strange coincidence, the Italian pair on the very
next deal also had a suit-preference opportunity. But,
as usual with the ltalians, the partnership functioned in
perfect harmony.

Gray made an inspired decision when he elected to
bid four spades on a four-card suit. D’Alelio would have
made five hearts, and the British pair did exceedingly
well to find their spade fit at such a high level.
Avarelli led the jack of hearts, and D’Alelio played the
ten on it. This was a suit-preference signal in the ltal-
ian methods, asking partner to shift to the higher rank-
ing of the two side suits.

So Avarelli — showing full faith and confidence in
his partner — switched to a diamond. D’Alelio ruffed,
played the ace and another club, and Avarelli, after
taking the king, led a second diamond for South to ruff.
As a result, the ltalians collected 500 points.

The hand points up the value of a clear partnership
understanding in a situation where most players at best
have only a vague arrangement.

Adopting a special convention in either the bidding
or the play — because you think it will pay in the long
run — is not nearly as important as making sure that
you and partner are on the same page whenever the
situation actually arises. That is what makes for a good
partnership.
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“We had a birthday party for Barfy,
but he ate the whole cake!”




