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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

Partnership Harmony
      Yesterday, we featured a hand from the Tourna-
ment of Champions where the British East-West pair,
Kenneth Konstam and Maurice Harrison-Gray (aka
“Gray”), had a misunderstanding about a suit-prefer-
ence signal and permitted the Italian pair, Walter Avarelli
and Massimo D’Alelio, to make five hearts doubled.
By a strange coincidence, the Italian pair on the very
next deal also had a suit-preference opportunity. But,
as usual with the Italians, the partnership functioned in
perfect harmony.
     Gray made an inspired decision when he elected to
bid four spades on a four-card suit. D’Alelio would have
made five hearts, and the British pair did exceedingly
well to find their spade fit at such a high level.
Avarelli led the jack of hearts, and D’Alelio played the
ten on it. This was a suit-preference signal in the Ital-
ian methods, asking partner to shift to the higher rank-
ing of the two side suits.
     So Avarelli — showing full faith and confidence in
his partner — switched to a diamond. D’Alelio ruffed,
played the ace and another club, and Avarelli, after
taking the king, led a second diamond for South to ruff.
As a result, the Italians collected 500 points.
 The hand points up the value of a clear partnership
understanding in a situation where most players at best
have only a vague arrangement.
      Adopting a special convention in either the bidding
or the play — because you think it will pay in the long
run — is not nearly as important as making sure that
you and partner are on the same page whenever the
situation actually arises. That is what makes for a good
partnership.

 Partnership Discord
     This deal comes from the 1966 Tournament of Cham-
pions played in Deauville, France. With Walter Avarelli
and Massimo D’Alelio of Italy North-South, and Kenneth
Konstam and Maurice Harrison-Gray (aka “Gray”) of
England East-West, the bid ding went as shown.
     Gray led the king of spades, on which Konstam
played the nine. Ordinarily, the play of the nine — obvi-
ously an unnecessarily high spot-card — would consti-
tute a request for West to continue the suit. That is the
way almost everyone plays, and that is the way Gray
interpreted the nine.
     But when Gray led another spade, D’Alelio ruffed and
easily made the contract. As can be seen, if Gray had
shifted to a diamond, the defense would have won the
first three tricks to set the contract.
     Obviously, Gray and Konstam were operating on dif-
ferent wavelengths. Konstam intended the nine as a sig-
nal for Gray to shift to a diamond — the higher-ranking
of the two side suits (clubs and diamonds). This was in
accord with the suit- preference convention played by
Konstam in such situations.
     It can be argued that Gray should have switched to
a diamond despite what he thought was a come-on sig-
nal in spades, because he could infer from the bidding
that South had no more spades.
     The answer to this, if we accept Gray’s thesis that
there can be no suit-preference signal at trick one, is
that Konstam was asking for another spade lead be-
cause he did not want any other suit led.
     But the practical answer is that any pair who is play-
ing in a major championship should settle in advance
the defensive methods they plan to use. It is unreason-
able to expect harmonious results when the trombone
is playing Sousa and the cello is playing Beethoven.


