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Mother demands center state at her daughter’s expense

DEAR ABBY: I own my own
home. My mother lives with me. I
cannot understand why she makes
up the most fantastic, whopping
lies. Mother tells people that I live
with her and she pays all the bills.
Abby, I pay the bills, and I'm left
with pocket change at the end of the
month because her spending sprees
keep me financially strapped.

She also has to be the center of
attention. She’ll go to any length to
keep the spotlight on herself, even
if it means making me look like a
complete idiot.

If I do anything that earns ac-
knowledgment or recognition,
Mother tells these people that she
instructed me, or suggested the
work, or had a lot to do with the
project.

Isherbehavioraform of jealousy,
rivalry or downright meanness? Is
the attention so important to her that
she mustembarrass me or make me
look like I’'mliving off her when the
reverse has been true for the last 20
years? What makes my mother have
to do this to me?

— PUZZLED IN NEW
MEXICO

DEAR PUZZLED: People lie
for various reasons. Some lie be-
cause they are ashamed to tell the
truth; others lie to make them-
selves seem more important. Your
mother may do it because she’s
competitive with you, but it’s
more likely she’s a compulsive
liar. A therapist might help you
pinpoint her rationale, but I can-
not without knowing her. You
have my sympathy.

DEARABBY:Iaminmy late 20s
and the man I date is in his late 30s.
He has children by his first wife,
from whom he has been divorced
nearly six years. Although we have
dated casually for acouple of years,
our conversations recently have
turned to serious topics — like pos-
sibly marrying and having children.

I will be meeting his kids soon
and would appreciate any sugges-
tions you can offer in relating to
them. I’m college-educated, inde-
pendent, stable, and have a success-
ful career. But his is a situation I
have never confronted before. He
has mentioned the possibility of
introducing me to his children be-
fore, but this is the first time  have
agreed. This is my first experience
with children. He has two sons, 14
and 15, and a daughter who will be
13 in February. Help!

— PANICKED IN PITTS-
BURGH

DEAR PANICKED: Calm
down and discuss your qualms
with your boyfriend. Ask what
kinds of things his children are
interested in, then do alittle read-
ing up so you can ask intelligent
questions. I have found that when
people show a sincere interest in
the interests of others, it makes
them more attractive to be
around. Remember, it’s OK not
to know everything. In fact, his
children may feel they have more
to contribute if you don’t. And
above all, relax and be yourself.
(That’s the person they’re going
to have to get to know, anyway.)
This isn’t an Academy Award
performance — so play it cool,
don’t try too hard, and I’m sure
you’ll be a hit. Good luck!

DEARABBY:Igotabigkick out
of all the adults who responded to

Abigail

Dear Abby

your “truth at the zoo” column. As
they say, “out of the mouths of
babes” come the most truthful re-
sponses.

When my daughter was quite
young, L also took her to the zoo. My
daughter was very intelligent, but
onthatoccasion she surprised even
me. It was mating season, and we
were viewing the peacocks. A
young mother and her little boy
were standing near us when the boy
asked his mom why the peacocks
were saying, “Now! Now!” (That’s
what it sounded like!) The mother
blushed and gave her son some lame
reason. My daughter chimed in,
“The birds with the pretty feathers
are the boys, and they want to make
babies. They want to do it NOW!”

— MOM IN TAMPA

DEAR MOM: What a hoot! I
can’t believe it, but I’m still get-
ting mail about the column. It
seems that not only do kids “say
the darndest things” — so do
their parents. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: At a county fair
last year, my husband and I were at
the rabbit exhibit, and I overheard
a mother explain to her child that
what the bunnies were doing (read
amorous pastime) was called “get-
ting married.” While technically
incorrect, I thought that mother had
afirm grip on family values. (I also
hoped she’d explain things more
clearly atthe propertime and place.)
I think it was a wonderful way to
start the teaching and learning pro-
cess of the birds and the bees. That
mother seemed to be on track, and I
was proud to have witnessed it. I
still smile when I remember the
encounter.

— MOTHER IN BUNKER
HILL

DEARABBY: Canyou stand one
more story about the zoo? When my
granddaughter Gabi was 2 1/2, my
daughter took her to the zoo. She
was pointing out the animals, and
when they got to the cows, my
daughter said, “Gabi, look at the one
over there, the one with the horns.
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That’s a boy cow!
Gabilooked up ather mother and
said, “Mama, that’s a bull!” Never

Van Buren underestimate children. They may

surprise you.
— PROUD GRANDMA,
MELBOURNE, FLA.
DEAR ABBY: I served as a zoo
docent for 15 years, giving tours
and taking zoo animals into class-

rooms for lectures. When asked a
tough question, we were taught to
say, “Idon’tknow, butI will find out
and get back to you with the an-
swer.”

We would always take a name,
phone number or address, and be
sure that the question was answered
correctly.

One day, we actually heard a do-

cent tell a class that an ostrich will
“hide” by putting his/her head in the
sand. (Not true!) After that, we had
astanding joke: A male ostrich was
chasing a female ostrich, but she
was doing a great job of staying just
outofhisreach. She abruptly turned
a corner and stuck her head in the
sand.

The male turned the same corner,

hot on her heels, but stopped dead

in his tracks, uttering the immortal
words, “Where did she go?”

— JOAN IN RIVERTON,

UTAH

Editor s note: Dear Abby is writ-

ten by Abigail Van Buren. Write

Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com

or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,

Calif. 90069.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory, call Crystal,
John Altman or Jasmine at 462-3963.

JOHN’S

Get On-Line
for Value!

WELDING

* Welding & Repair

- Field Service (T
* Miscellaneous Repairs HWkansaS com
Brewster, KS
785-694-3553 Call 462-3963 or stop by

155 W. 5th St., Colby

leave message

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

( N

JEFF HARLOW

Cell:

Colby, Kansas 67701 785-443-1 082)

HUTFLES

CONSTRUCTION, INC. )

Residential & Commercial Concrete and Carpentry

Custom Homes & Additions ~ Done to YOUR specificaitons!
All types of siding & roofing
Steel Buildings: Cheif - Topline - MPE

(785) 462-7123 Shop: 525 E Pine
Cell: (785) 443-1729 Colby, KS Off: 1850 Harvey Ave.

To Give Away

Schnauzer/Lab puppies. 3 males,
3females. Ready now, newprintcol-
ored, indoor or outdoor. 785-462-
3485.

——4/3—4/7——

Moving - must give away to agood

farm home 5 year old Red Heeler

dog. 785-824-3441.
——4/3—4/7———

1maleyellow Lab, registered. 1 fe-
male black Lab, registered. 1 yellow
male Lab mix. Allare 1 yearold. 785-
462-0270.

——3/31—4/6——

Notice

NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL a 1997
Yamaha Virago 750cc motorcycle with the
vehicle ID # JYASALEO3VA061134 at public
auction in front of Colby Ag Center, 1730 W4th
St. at 10:00a.m. Friday April 14th.

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
March 29, April 5 and 12, 2006)

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

The

'l‘ool Box

Stop In Now To Plan Your Summer Remodeling Project!
e Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation Service
e Natural Stone Countertops ® Enclume Pot Racks
¢ Kindred Granite Sinks ¢ Elfa Storage Solutions

785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS
M-F 10 a.m. - 5:30 - Saturday By Appointment

:,T

\ & It’s time to review
St : your IRA!

| i " - e

. .| comE N TODAY.

Securities offered exclusively.

RAYMOND JAMES

EFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

785-460-2226

|

JAMES E. OLIVER, chFc
Financial Advisor/ ‘

Branch Manager

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - [IrmsesATuurs Grnups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

ANNOUNCEMENT & CANCELATION

The 2-Day Auction for the Ross & Marianna Beach Foundation, Inc.
scheduled for Monday April 10th & Tuesday April 11th, 2006 has been
CANCELED due to the Ranch Purchaser buying both livestock and
machinery.

For More information, contact:

Farmland Auction & Realty Co., Inc.

2707 Broadway Avenue
Hays, Kansas 67601

1-785-628-2851

E-Mail: farmland@farmlandauction.com

1-888-671-2851

Web:www.farmlandauction.com

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999

Fax: 785-460-0852
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

VACATION SPECIALS

From
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 !
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel |~ $505
MEXICO Air & Hotel i $800 |
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,060 !
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,500 :
HAWAII Air & Hotel 3 $740 |
LONDON, ENGLAND Air & Hotel $700 i
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359

Pm Adull

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
,,,,,,,,, QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

Round Trip Travel

# nghts
7 BOOK SUMMER
g VACATIONS NOW!
il Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
g ‘ All specials may be for specific dates
{ Max 45! and are subject to availability

5 BoB CARNEY CONSTRUCTION

=

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
> REMODELING

VINYL AND STEEL SIDING
NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSULATION

320 North French
Colby, KS 67701

(785)-462-6509
(785)-443-0513

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Serwng Your Insurance Needs

TH@AS

= Lo
INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto Glass
“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

*Viking & Berning Sewing

COIby Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics
SeW & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

1114 Main, Gem {?85} 462 35[}1

+ Tree Removal & Trimming ¢ Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck * Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

IT\IS TIME 70 PUT DOWN

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems

CRABGRASS PREVENTER!!

Crabgrass Preventer
has to be on by Apr|| 15.

Lawn Fertilizer

The ULTIMATE 4 Step Program
Step 1: Crabgrass Preventer-March ($20.99)
Step 2: Crabgrass Preventer-June ($20.99)
Step 3: All Season Fertilizer ($12.99)

Steb 4: Wint 12.99
ep interizer ($ ) All 4 Steps For Only

Regular price $67.96!
*NGy.  $59.99
165 W. 4th - Colby

£
¥ *
@ 460-2432

HARDWARE

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

Profession

' 785-462-6995 ~

' New System

Window Cleaning

Call for your

FREE estimate!
al

“We do windows!”’
Chris & Beth Lewon < 650 N. Grant - Colby, KS

800-611-6735

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

solutions.

James E.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy

Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

WANTED:

Homes to apply Windows or Siding...
We will make it worth your while if we can use
your home!

Your home could be a showplace in your vi-
cinity with window or siding. We are looking
for homeowners that would like the opportu-
nity to improve their homes maintenance costs
and energy prices. Backed with warranties and
full installation. Products can be installed on
every type of home. Your choice of colors!

+Serving the mid-west for 34 years.
“3 Generations of Experience.”

+Tax Credits...

+Elegance and Warmth

+Financing Available WAC
*Commitment to Quality and Service!

Seamless Metal Roofing
Also Available

Offer limited so call today for details.
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961
Don Hern Builders, LLC




