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Dear Abby•
Abigail Van Buren

Woman concerned
about brother-in-law

DEAR ABBY: Last night I saw
my brother-in-law hit my 1-year-
old niece. It was horrible. I con-
fronted him, and he and my sister
are going to get counseling. He says
he “made a mistake,” but that he
also believes it is “OK to swat a
child.”

I am so upset. I used to think the
world of my brother-in-law, but
now he seems like an ignorant bully
to me. I am hoping he will learn
better parenting, and that every-
thing will turn out all right. I’m
around a lot, and the children are
seldom alone with him. What can I
do while I wait to see if counseling
is effective?

— CONCERNED AUNT IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR CONCERNED: You
can suggest that your sister and
brother-in-law could also benefit
from taking a parenting class and
reading some books on child de-
velopment. Sometimes adults hit
children because they have unre-
alistic expectations about what
they “should” be able to do at a
certain age. They also do it be-
cause they lose their patience.

One-year-olds do not always
have the ability to control their
emotions and behavior. It is up to
the parents to set an example —
to model good behavior — and
hitting sets a poor one. Parenting
classes offer valuable insights and
suggestions to new parents. To
find one, check with a pediatri-
cian, your local high school or
community college, or your
health plan.

DEAR ABBY: “Book Lover in
Pennsylvania” described the frus-
tration of loaning books to friends
and never getting them back.

I, too, am a book lover. Some of
my books are old friends that have
remained on my shelves for years.
Periodically, I take them down and
reread them. As I have matured, I
understand things the author was
saying that I did not upon the first
reading.

Because many of these books are
out of print and irreplaceable, I have
designed a bookmark that I print
myself on card stock. At the top, I
list the title, author, loan date, who
I loaned the book to, and the
person’s phone number.

When I lend a book to someone,
I cut off the top portion of the book-
mark and fill it out in the presence
of the borrower. I keep the top por-
tion taped to my desk calendar, and
when a reasonable amount of time
has elapsed, if the book has not been
returned, I’ll telephone. Or, I’ll stop
by the person’s home, ring the door-
bell and say politely, “Hi, I’ve come
to collect the book you borrowed.”
So far, it has worked for me.

If you print my letter, please keep
me anonymous.

— Sign me ... P.L.S. IN
CALIFORNIA

DEAR P.L.S.: That’s a clever
solution to a touchy problem.
Thank you for sharing it.

DEAR ABBY: My boyfriend and
I have been together for seven
years. We’re happy together, but if
I bring up the subject of marriage,
he reminds me that he’s from India
and told me from the beginning that
we couldn’t marry. We have tried to
separate, but couldn’t even make it

a month apart. We love each other
more than we ever thought we
could.

Do you think he is just scared of
commitment, or doesn’t he want to
marry me? I love him, but I’m tired
of waiting, and I don’t want to be
someone’s lifetime girlfriend.

— LOVESICK DOWN
SOUTH

DEAR LOVESICK: Give your
boyfriend credit for honesty. He
hasn’t misled you. He may come
from a conservative, traditional
Indian family that expects to ar-
range a “suitable” marriage for
him to a woman from his own
culture.

After seven years, you can’t be
blamed for wanting a commit-
ment, so it’s time to bite the bul-
let, lay your cards on the table and
end the romance if you must.

DEAR ABBY: My sister,
“Diane,” has always dated losers.
The relationships have always
ended badly. Stalkers, stuffed shirts,
chauvinists — you name it.

A few months ago, she started
dating a man I’ll call “Tim.” I won’t
get into all of his nerve-wracking
traits, although one of them seri-
ously upsets me. The other day,
Diane finally tried to dump him.
Tim said OK, but called soon after
saying he was going to kill himself
by asphyxiating himself in his car,
then he turned on the ignition. She
heard his breathing get heavy and
the phone went dead. She called the
police, who found Tim several
hours later in good physical health.
He is in a “home” for now, but Diane
still calls him. She says she wants
to stay with him so he won’t kill
himself.

No one else in my family knows
about this. She made me promise
not to say anything. I desperately
want to. But if I do, my sister will
never trust me again. Please help
me. I’m only 19, and I cry every
night because I’m so scared for her.
Tim gets out in a few days. I don’t
want him at our house. Talking
hasn’t helped at all. She refuses to
listen to me.

— WORRIED SICK IN NEW
JERSEY

DEAR WORRIED SICK:
Some promises are made to be
broken, and this is one of them.
Because Tim has demonstrated
that he is mentally unstable, your
parents should be told immedi-
ately.

TO MY JEWISH READERS:
A Happy Passover, one and all!

Bison
Rx compounding & TherapyCustomized

prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237
(800)  696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Commercial • Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

New System
Professional

Window Cleaning

Chris & Beth Lewon • 650 N. Grant • Colby, KS
“We do windows!”

Call for your
FREE estimate!

WORLDWIDE  . Vacation Packages . Cruises    Tours . Groups . Flights . Hotels . Trains . Cars 

From # Nights

Max 45

 
4
3
3
5
7
3
3

LAS VEGAS 
DISNEY WORLD
MEXICO
CARIBBEAN CRUISE
ALASKAN CRUISE
HAWAII  
LONDON, ENGLAND 
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 

$250
$505
$450

$1,050
$1,500

$740
$700
$359

Air & Hotel, Park Passes

Air & Hotel
Cruise & Air
Cruise & Air
Air & Hotel
Air & Hotel

Air & Hotel

Per Adult

V A C A T I O N  S P E C I A L S B R A N S O N  
C H R I S T M A S  T O U R

December 7-12
Call for brochure

All specials may be for specific dates 
and are subject  to  availability 

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701
Phone: 785.462.6999
Fax: 785-460-0852 

Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077

CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET 
QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!

WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!

BOOK SUMMER
VACATIONS NOW!

Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

Air & Hotel
Park Passes, Air & Hotel

Round Trip Travel

$800

JAMES E. OLIVER, ChFC
Financial Advisor/
Branch Manager

It’s time to review
your IRA!

COME IN TODAY.
Securities offered exclusively.

785-460-2226

Stop In Now To Plan Your Summer Remodeling Project!
• Custom Cabinetry • Design & Installation Service
• Natural Stone Countertops • Enclume Pot Racks
• Kindred Granite Sinks • Elfa Storage Solutions

Kitchen
& Bath

SHOWROOM
Sales & Service

785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS
M-F 10 a.m. - 5:30 - Saturday By Appointment

Custom Homes & Additions ~ Done to YOUR specificaitons!
All types of siding & roofing

Steel Buildings: Cheif - Topline - MPE
(785) 462-7123
Cell: (785) 443-1729

Shop: 525 E Pine
Off: 1850 Harvey Ave.Colby, KS

HUGE
SAVINGS

•Serving the mid-west for 34 years.
 “3 Generations of Experience.”
•Tax Credits...
•Elegance and Warmth
•Financing Available WAC
•Commitment to Quality and Service!

Seamless Metal Roofing
Also Available

WANTED:
Homes to apply Windows or Siding...

We will make it worth your while if we can use
your home!
Your home could be a showplace in your vi-
cinity with window or siding.  We are looking
for homeowners that would like the opportu-
nity to improve their homes maintenance costs
and energy prices.  Backed with warranties and
full installation.  Products can be installed on
every type of home.  Your choice of colors!

Offer limited so call today for details.
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961
Don Hern Builders, LLC

JEFF HARLOW

930 S. Range
Colby, Kansas  67701

Phone:  785-460-0828
Fax: 785-460-0829

Cell:  785-443-1082

Hours:
M-F: 8-5:50;
Sat: 8-4:30

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

462-6642

ESTIMATES

ROOFMASTERS
Your Local Roofing Contractor

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

• Tree Removal & Trimming • Full Insured • Careful & Prompt
Service • Late Model Bucket Truck • Free Estimates!

1114 Main, Gem

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry  •  785-460-7773

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving

NW Kansas for 100 years.

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance

products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin • 462-3939

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Colby
Sew & Vac

•Viking & Berning Sewing
Machines •Vacuums •Fabrics

•Classes •Nature’s Air - Air Purifiers

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Sales & Service

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Murray Roofing & Construction
Residential & Commercial

(785) 462-6908Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
       (785) 443-0819

Jim Murray - Owner
       (785) 443-1339

Free Estimates Free Estimates

Meadowlark
Manor

Southpark
Apartments

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.

Elderly & Family Housing

700 S. Franklin Ave.

Family Housing

Colby Housing Authority     785-460-6763

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

RENT IS BASED ON YOUR INCOME!

(785) 460-6509
(785) 443-0513

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To have your ad

placed in the
Business Directory,

call Crystal,
John Altman or

Jasmine at
462-3963. SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

• Root Canals • Orthodontics
• Implants • Wisdom Tooth Surgery

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

• Welding & Repair
• Field Service

• Miscellaneous Repairs

JOHN’S
WELDING

785-694-3553
leave message

Brewster, KS


