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QQuestions remain
in teen abduction

INDEPENDENCE (AP) —
Twenty-four hours after a popular
16-year-old high school student re-
turned home after reportedly being
kidnapped, the Independence po-
lice chief acknowledged Wednes-
day night that authorities had not
ruled out the possibility that her
story might have been a hoax.

Police and the FBI had said re-
peatedly Wednesday thatthey were
investigating the case of Kelsey
Stelting as an abduction. She was
missing for more than 15 hours be-
fore she approached a home about
eight blocks from her own home
and said she had gotten away from
her abductor.

However, puzzling questions re-
mained Wednesday about her story.

“We’ve beenlooking at this as the
criminal act. We’ve also been look-
ing at this, as somebody’s metioned
here, as something that possibily
didn’t happen,” Police Chief Lee
Bynum told reporters during a brief,
late night news conference. “We’re
working both ends of that at the

same time, trying to come to a point
in the middle where we know what
exactly happened in this situation.”

Ina911 callto police early Tues-
day, she said she had been kid-
napped at gunpoint from the drive-
way of her home, forced to run to a
white van in front of a lumber yard
several blocks away and then forced
inside.

But as of Wednesday night, au-
thorities had released no detailed
description of the suspect or any
drawing of him, and they had not
found the van.

Nor had they found the teenager’s
clamshell blue flip cell phone,
which they believed had been taken
from her.

Bynum said authorities contin-
ued their questioning of the teen-
ager late Wednesday and wanted to
correlate her account with state-
ments from other Independence
High School students. He also said
rumors about the abduction were
circulating around town, but de-
clined to elaborate.

Colbyite unsure where
they are going in Iraq

From “WAR,” Page 1

this year. A week to one month will
be spent in Kuwait to acclimate to
the environment.

“We don’t know where we’re
going to be based,” Griffin said,
“and the unit probably won’t find
outuntil afteritarrives in Kuwait.”

Hehasn’tbeen to Iraq before, but
became well acquainted with the
desert after his time in Kuwait and
Saudi Arabia.

“It wasn’t too bad the first time,”
he said. He said the climate was
much like that of the deserts of the
American West.

In 1991, when leaving Topeka,
the temperature was 38 degrees and
upon arrival in the Middle East, it
was about 98 degrees.

He said when they go in August
or September, it will be similar.

During Desert Storm, the unit
was based in Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia. Their assignment was
maintenance, and they worked on
equipment before it was shipped
back to the U.S.

The unitdid see some action, and
had to worry about SCUD miissiles.

Twenty-eight Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guardsmen were killed in an
attack, and they were not far from
the 107th. They provided first aid
and served as a location for the
wounded soldiers to be evacuated
by helicopter.

“It took two weeks to settle
down,” Griffin said.

Hisbiggestconcernisn’t forhim-
self, but for the younger soldiers
who will be headed into their first
combat situation. Griffin said the
last time, he was in their shoes but
is now in more of aleadership role.

Training has changed since 1991.
He said it’s more intense now.

“It gets you ready for what’s go-

ing on over there,” Griffin said.

The preparation includes live fire
exercises and more.

On the home front, his family is
as ready as it can be for his depar-
ture. Last year, he spent time on
active duty at Fort Riley in eastern
Kansas.

“They’re a little hesitant about
it,” he said.

He and his wife Kacy have five
children. Four are grown, and they
have a 10-year-old daughter.

“They all support each other,”
Griffin said. He said the Northwest
Kansas Military Support Group is
alsoagoodresource for families left
behind.

The last time he went, there was
little time to prepare and say good-
byes.

Troops had toreport to their units
within three days and to Fort Riley
within five.

Another difference will be the
new faces of people during train-
ing.. Before, he knew everyone, but
this time he is filling a slot in a unit
that needs personnel.

“That’s going to be a little differ-
ent,” Griffin said.

He knew his name would come
up, and said it’s probably only a
matter of time before everyone
goes.

His 20th anniversary of joining
the Guard will be in November. He
joined when he was 29-years-old. It
was something he always wanted to
do. He was self-employed when he
joined, and also had an uncle in the
Guard.

“I jumped on board and been
there ever since,” he said. “The
Guard has been good to me. It’s
phenomenal what you can experi-
ence in the Guard. It’s honorable to
serve your nation and state at the
same time.”

Weeds concern county
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the costs to them on their tax bill.

Thomas County Noxious Weed
Director Ken Ptacek wanted to
know what the commissioners,
plan would be to comply with the
law.

After about 45 minutes talking
about options, the board came to a
consensus about a plan of action.

“Landowners need to take a look
at their pastures and treat if neces-
sary,” Evans said. “If we receive
any complaints and the landowners
don’t take care of it we will.”

Thomas County has a cost share
policy of assisting landowners with
up to 25 percent of the cost of nox-
ious weed chemicals.

Those chemicals are made avail-
able by contacting Ptacek at his of-
fice.

As in the past, landowners who
have had complaints against them,
will receive aletter from the county
asking for treatment of the weeds.
If after a specified time compliance
does not begin, the county will ini-
tiate treatment and charge the land-
owner.

Besides musk thistle, other
weeds listed in the state law include
kudzu, field bindweed, Russian
knapweed, hoary cress. Canada
thistle, quackgrass, leafy spurge,
burragweed, pignut,Johnson grass
and sericea lespedeza.

The plan to control or eradicate
noxious weeds begins immediately.

LIMITS

MON: Mexican Buffet

WED: Homestyle Buffet

FRI: Seafood Buffet
SAT: BBQ Buffet

TUES: Special: 1 LB. Certified Angus Beef T-Bone Steak
served with side & salad No Hot Buffet available.

THUR: Special: USDA Choice 10 oz Strip Steak
with baked potato, salad, and roll No Hot Buffet available.

SUPPER
SPECIALS
April 10-14
Buffets available

6-9 PM for $9.95
(soup & salad bar included)

$24.95

$9.95

462-6565

INESS DIRECTOR

JOHN'’S

Toh d
o have your a WELDING

placed in the
Business Directory, . W'Ie:lplilrégs& Repair
call Crystal, ield service

* Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message

John Altman or
Jasmine at
462-3963.

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
sas CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opev® Complete Care Available!

+ Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

( )

JEFF HARLOW

Colby, Kansas 67701 CeII 785 443- 1082

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

HUTFLES

CONSTRUCTION, INC. )

Residential & Commercial Concrete and Carpentry

Custom Homes & Additions ~ Done to YOUR specificaitons!
All types of siding & roofing
Steel Buildings: Cheif - Topline - MPE

(785) 462-7123 Shop: 525 E Pine
Cell: (785) 443-1729 Colby, KS Off: 1850 Harvey Ave.

‘\r ~ BOB CARNEY CONSTRUCTION
\ HOME IMPROVEMENTS
> REMODELING

VINYL AND STEEL SIDING

NEW CONSTRUCTION

INSULATION
320 Morth French
Colby, KS 67701

(785) 460-6509
(785) 443-0513

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

Stop In Now To Plan Your Summer Remodeling Project!
e Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation Service
e Natural Stone Countertops ® Enclume Pot Racks
¢ Kindred Granite Sinks ¢ Elfa Storage Solutions

785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS
M-F 10 a.m. - 5:30 - Saturday By Appointment

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin « 462-3939

Servmg Your Insurance Needs
Yesterday,
Today, and
\_, =) Tomorrow

TH @l AS INSURANCE AGENCY

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

E;l PN -jff It’s time to review
e - LS your IRA!

. .| comE N TODAY.
%)

Securities offered exclusively.

RAYMOND JAMES

FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

785-460-2226

! 1

JAMES E. OLIVER, chFc
Financial Advisor/
Branch Manager

d\,anced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrmsesATnurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

K ‘\ N
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 ,"%,%/w/". CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 P el QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 B WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 L WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
,”b'?ﬂ 3
AR N
VACATION SPECIALS Y RoundTripTrave|

From #N|ghts

LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4

DISNEYWORLD Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 | 3| BOOK SUMMER

CMAEF){(IIIgBEAN CRUISE e s1$ ?lgg Ca ISRl A
Cruise & Air : 5!

ALASKAN CRUISE RS YRR A Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.

HAWAII Air & Hotel 3 $740 | 3! . ”

LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 | 3| Allspecials may be for specific dates

AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359 | Max 45! and are subject to availability

Pe; Adull

*Viking & Berning Sewing

COIb‘y Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics
Sew & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Chris & Beth Lewon < 650 N. Grant - Colby, KS

 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

* Tree Removal & Trimming * Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

=- Bison

Customized Rx compounding & Therapy
prescgitions ek James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

R\™ Y VVY
.. AFFORDABLE HOUSING
RENT IS BASED ON YOUR INCOME!@I

Southpark ml
Apartments
700 S. Franklin Ave.ﬁl

Family Housing ﬂ

Meadowlark
Manor

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.
Elderly & Family Housing

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL

Rubber Single PI
1-785-462-6642  \yrrs xo o)
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

WANTED:

Homes to apply Windows or Siding...
We will make it worth your while if we can use
your home!

Your home could be a showplace in your vi-
cinity with window or siding. We are looking
for homeowners that would like the opportu-
nity to improve their homes maintenance costs
and energy prices. Backed with warranties and
full installation. Products can be installed on
every type of home. Your choice of colors!

+Serving the mid-west for 34 years.
“3 Generations of Experience.”

*Tax Credits...

+Elegance and Warmth

+Financing Available WAC
*Commitment to Quality and Service!

Seamless Metal Roofing
Also Available

Offer limited so call today for details.
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961
Don Hern Builders, LLC




