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Dad springs a new mom on daughter
DEAR ABBY: “Crushed in Cali-

fornia” whined about her new step-
daughter’s “rude, tacky, inappropri-
ate and cruel” reaction after Step-
mom and Dad dumped notice on his
24-year-old daughter — in a public
place, no less — that they had eloped.

Abby, the ADULTS were the rude,
insensitive, inappropriate, self-cen-
tered and inconsiderate parties in this
matter — not the daughter. They are
the ones who should be seeking to
mend fences.

When I decided to remarry, we in-
vited my daughters (all in their 20s)
over for a private dinner at home
where we made the announcement,
invited the girls to participate in the
planning and answered questions.
And yes, the question about a pre-nup
was raised. So what! My daughters
wanted assurance that I had thought
things through.

They wanted to know how the
marriage would change our family’s
dynamics, home arrangements, col-
lege plans, etc. They were surprised.
They got emotional. But they clearly
cared about me and my happiness.
Their questions weren’t out of line;
they were the same questions I got
from close friends.

It seems to me that these self-cen-
tered “adults” cared diddly-squat
about what Dad’s daughter felt or
worried about: Keep the young
woman in the dark. Don’t let her con-
tribute toward planning the event.
Don’t let her attend this milestone.
Then dump the news on her in a pub-
lic place to keep her emotional re-
sponse contained. That ought to show
her how important she is in her dad’s
new life!

Get over it, Stepmom. You married
a man with a daughter. She needs to
be part of your life right now. You and
Dad blew it by shutting her out.
Maybe in time the daughter will for-
give you.

— A DAD IN NEW HAMP-
SHIRE

DEAR DAD IN NEW HAMP-
SHIRE: You appear to be at the
helm of a close and functional fam-

ily. It’s sad that more families
aren’t like your own.

What bothered me about the let-
ter from “Crushed in California”
was that the first words out of the
daughter’s mouth had to do with
money. I believe that people who
earn and save money should be
able to spend it as they wish. I also
believe that it is unwise to count
other people’s money as your own.
If the father wants his daughter to
have any of his assets, then he
should have a will that says so. (It’s
called estate planning.) If he al-
ready has a will leaving his prop-
erty to his daughter, now that he is
married he will need a new one,
because here in California, his wife
would have a claim on half his es-
tate in the event of his death.

Read on for other readers’ com-
ments:

DEAR ABBY: I, too, have a step-
daughter who “freaked out” when her
father and I married. Her father and I
were shocked at her reaction. We of-
fered her the option of family coun-
seling, but she refused to go. My hus-
band and I decided to go by ourselves.
It worked miracles!

Once his daughter came to grips
with the fact that we were going to
stay together, and she would always
still have her father, things gradually
got better. Now, a few years later,
we’re a close and loving family. It
seems she was afraid she would no
longer be No. 1 to Daddy, but she is
— she’s just No. 1 Daughter. I am No.
1 Wife. There is plenty of love to go
around for the both of us.

— NO. 1 WIFE
DEAR ABBY: If you look beyond

the daughter’s initial reaction, I think

you’ll see someone who was scared
to death of losing her father. Eloping
was probably interpreted as the first
step to abandonment. Bottom line:
She was scared. Instead of pulling
away from her and resenting her, they
should embrace her and reassure her
that she’ll always be part of their
lives.

— ANOTHER DADDY’S GIRL
IN PORTLAND

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Quinn,” and I have been married for
two years. We’re college sweethearts
who re-found each other. Our mar-
riage is solid and romantic. We were
both married before — to the worst
life has to offer — so we truly appre-
ciate each other.

Quinn is extremely good-looking,
and I’m no slouch, either. We have
been told many times what a striking
couple we are.

Quinn came into this marriage with
grown children. He has five daugh-
ters, three of whom make a point of
saying, each time we see them, how
“Mrs. Smith really has the hots for
Dad,” or, “Miss Johnson wants Dad
so bad she can’t get over him,” or,
“We ran into our old high school
teacher, and she only wanted to talk
about Dad and how hot he was.” An-
other daughter tells us how all her
friends (21 to 23) want to date him!
This has become redundant and tir-
ing, and I don’t believe any of it is
true. I think they say it only to make
me uncomfortable and, frankly, I feel
it’s rude.

— THE NEW WIFE
DEAR NEW WIFE: Do it with

humor. If Quinn was my husband,
I’d smile, put my arms around him
and say, “Let ‘em eat their hearts
out, girls, ‘cause he’s mine, all
mine!” Then I’d add, “And by the
way, we’re thinking of starting a
family.” Since they can dish it out,
let’s see how well the “girls” can
take it.

Editor’s note: Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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   Sylvia Strikes Again
  Sylvia was never shy in the bid ding. When she had

a good hand, she would bid it to the hilt — and then
some. She had no use for partscores, Sylvia’s theory
being that bidding games won rubbers, and it was
impossible to dissuade her from this view.

This philosophy naturally got her into considerable
hot water, though it did on occasion produce a fine
result. Thus, when Sylvia held the South hand at the
club one day, she opened two spades. It was a far cry
from a forcing two-bid, but Sylvia wanted to make sure
of getting to game.

North couldn’t stop short of six, considering that he
had an opening bid facing a strong two-bid, so he leapt
to slam. Had West led a diamond, the slam would have
foundered, but West led a trump.

 It did not take Sylvia long to play the hand. She rea-
soned that it wouldn’t do much good to take a club fi-
nesse through West, because even if it worked, she
would still lose two diamond tricks.

Accordingly, she won the trump lead in her hand,
played a club to the ace and returned the queen. When
East followed low, Sylvia discarded, but, being Sylvia,
she discarded a heart instead of a diamond!

  West took the king and had no doubt about which
suit to return. He assumed from Sylvia’s heart discard
that this was the weak spot in her hand, and therefore
shifted to the jack of hearts.

 Sylvia won the heart with the ace, crossed to
dummy with a trump, discarded her J-8-3 of diamonds
on the J-10 of clubs and king of hearts, and so added
another chapter to the saga of her distinguished ca-
reer.
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