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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

Top-Notch Defense
     One of the keys to winning at bridge is to press ev-

ery advantage offered you by the cards.

    Take this deal played in a rubber bridge tournament

many years ago.  East won the club lead with the ace

and decided that his best hope of defeating the con-

tract lay in assuming that his partner had the doubleton

ace of spades.

     Accordingly, he returned a low spade at trick two.

West won with the ace and returned the jack, at which

point declarer made the excellent play of a low spade

from dummy rather than covering with the queen. But

East, avidly pursuing his plan of attack, overtook the

jack with the king and played a third round of spades.

    It is hard to blame South for ruffing this trick high.

From his viewpoint, he had the contract made if the

trumps were divided normally — that is, 3-2 — while

ruffing with the eight would mean instant defeat if West

had either the nine or ten. So South ruffed with the

jack, and East later scored a trump trick to put the hand

down one.

      East’s line of defense created a situation that gave

his side a chance to beat the contract that had not ex-

isted naturally at the start of play. True, South could

have saved the day by ruffing the third spade with the

eight, but this play was much easier to make looking at

all four hands rather than just two.

    Actually, had West’s singleton trump been the eight

instead of the deuce, East’s method of defense would

have been the only way to put the contract completely

out of reach.

Quantitative Analysis
     Declarer frequently holds up an ace in notrump play,

but there are times when it is much wiser to take the

ace at once rather than withhold it. The issue can be

resolved only if declarer carefully weighs the merits of

each case separately before committing himself one

way or the other.

    Consider this deal where West leads the spade six

against three notrump. Should South play low from

dummy at trick one, or should he play the ace?

     When the deal occurred, declarer ducked, and East

won the trick with the queen. Back came a spade, cov-

ered by the nine and ten, and declarer ducked again. A

third spade then drove out the ace.

     South had no choice but to try the diamond finesse,

and when West won the ten with the king and cashed

his remaining two spades, the contract went down one.

     Subsequent analysis revealed that declarer would

have made the contract had he played the ace of

spades at trick one and then tried the diamond finesse.

With the spades blocked, East-West could not have

run the suit, and South would have scored nine tricks.

The question, therefore, is whether South erred by

holding up the ace initially.

    The answer lies in which play — going up with the

ace or ducking it — offers the better chance for the

contract in the long run. On that basis, the right play is

to take the ace at once.

     South should reason that, assuming West’s six is

his fourth-best spade, East has only one card higher

than that — the seven, ten, queen or king. Presumably

it is not the seven, since with the K-Q-10 West would

have led the king rather than the six. Therefore, East’s

high spade is either the ten, queen or king.

     Declarer can gain by ducking at trick one only if

East’s high spade is the ten. But if East has either the

queen or king, playing the ace assures the contract.

The odds are thus 2-to-1 in favor of playing the ace,

making it by far the better play.


