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Colby Grade School art teacher Trish Starbuck, right, showed fifth graders Gabby Brown, left,
and Karly Kriss, center, where one of the two bully boxes the two designed will go near the
school’s library. Starbuck said Monday the school held a contest to design the boxes, which
will be made available to students to anonymously report bullying.
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Sherift Baughn attends
National Sherifls’ Institute

LONGMONT, CO —Thomas
County Sheriff Michael L. Baughn
completed participation in the 90th
Session of the National Sheriffs’
Institute (NSI) held April 2-8.
Baughn was awarded his degree of
completion from Mr. Larry
Solomon, Deputy Director, Na-
tional Institute of Corrections
(NIC), and Fred G. Wilson, Direc-
tor of Training, NSA.

The National Sheriffs’ Institute is
the only national executive devel-
opment program designed for sher-
iffs. Baughn was joined by 25 other
sheriffs from across the country to
address the pressing issues faced by
sheriffs. During the NSI90'session,
Baughn and the other sheriffs dis-
cussed the numerous ways to re-
spond as leaders to emerging and
continuing issues in criminal justice
and public safety such as, homeland
security, school violence, court se-
curity, leadership, drugs, disaster

relief, jail op-
erations and
community re-
lations in the
current context
of increased
awareness for
public safety.

Fred G. Wil-
son, NSA Di-
rector of Train-
ing, said,
“Sheriff
Baughn is a leader with vision for
the Thomas County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. It is an honor to, have Sheriff
Baughn join the over 3,000 gradu-
ates of the NSI since 1973.”

The National Institute of Correc-
tionsis adivision of the US. Depart-
ment of Justice, Bureau of Prisons.
The NIC has been along-time spon-
sor of the NSI and is the premier
national resource for jail opera-

tions, jail design and programming.
The National Sheriffs” Associa-
tion (NSA) is a non-profit profes-
sional association located in Alex-
andria, Va. NSA represents the
nearly 3,100 elected sheriffs across
the nation and has more than 20,000
members including deputy sheriffs,
other law enforcement profession-
als, students and others.
Throughout its 67 year history,
NSA has served as an information
clearinghouse for sheriffs, deputies,
chiefs of police, other law enforce-
ment professionals, state govern-
ments and the federal government.
NSA also provides management
training for sheriffs and their com-
mand personnel in school safety,
court security, offers liability insur-
ance, and administers the highly
successful National Neighborhood
Watch, Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Response and Triad Programs.

Suspect located in Colorado

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Colby Community College
student was arrested in Colby April
19 and will be extradited to Colo-
rado on an outstanding warrant
from that state.

Drandon J. Boutte, 27, was ar-
rested shortly after 6 p.m. athis resi-

dence after Thomas County Under-
sheriff Jason Moses learned Boutte
was wanted in Colorado.

“I'had an NCIC sheet on my desk
and had a deputy go pick him up,”
Moses said Friday afternoon.

The paperwork Moses referred to
was that provided to law enforce-
ment agencies by the National
Crime Information Center, a data-

base which keeps track of personal
identifying information and court
information about people charged
with crimes throughout the United
States.

Boutte is being detained in the
Thomas County Jail for Araphoe
County Colorado Sheriff’s Office
for failure to appear in courtondrug
charges filed in 2005.

Supreme Court rehears

Kansas death penalty case

WASHINGTON (AP) — Justice
Samuel Alito was ready to play the
role of tiebreaker as the Supreme
Courtheard arguments for a second
time Tuesday in a case that consid-
ers the constitutionality of Kansas’
death penalty law.

The court firstheard arguments in
the case on Dec. 7, but apparently
justices were deadlocked after Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor retired
with a decision still pending.

O’Connor was a swing vote in a
number of death penalty cases,
sometimes joining the four more
liberal members in throwing out
death sentences.

Alito, who joined the court in
January, asked several questions of
both sides during oral arguments
but did not indicate how he might
decide.

The 1994 law says jurors must
sentence adefendantto deathifthey
find that factors for and against the
death penalty are of equal weight.
The state Supreme Court struck it
down, invalidating the death sen-
tences of six convicted killers.

Kansas Attorney General Phill
Kline said the law is valid because
it does not stop jurors from decid-
inghow much weightto give aggra-
vating and mitigating circum-
stances in reaching a sentence.

“There is no chance in this case
that the jurors weren’t able to take
the mitigating factors and give them
whatever effect they wanted,”
Kline said.

Attorney Rebecca Woodman
with the Kansas Capital Appellate
Defender’s Office said the statute
improperly leads jurors to choose a
death sentence if they think the de-
cision is too close to call, in viola-
tion of the Eighth Amendment’s
prohibition of cruel and unusual
punishment.

“If jurors can’t decide between
aggravating and mitigating circum-
stances, the sentence is death,”
Woodman said.

Alito told Kline the law seems to
act like a “default rule” in favor of
death when jurors simply can’t
make up their minds.

Kline said that as a practical mat-
ter, the law does not interfere with
ajuror’s discretion to choose a life
sentence.

Alito later asked Woodman
whether defendants are better off
under the Kansas statute because it
offers jurors more flexibility to con-
sider mitigating factors than sen-
tencing laws in other states.

She disagreed, saying the Kansas
law encourages jurors to give up in
the hard cases.

Justice David Souter offered the
harshest criticism of the Kansas
law: “We’re on the fence, but ex-
ecute anyway seems a total incon-
sistency,” Souter told Kline.

ButJustice Antonin Scalia said it
could make sense if put another
way: “There is no mitigating evi-
dence to outweigh those aggravat-
ing factors — that seems to me a

perfectly moral response.”

Chief Justice John Roberts said it
seemed unrealistic to think that a
juror would precisely quantify each
factor forand against death and find
each side to be perfectly equal.

“I don’t think that’s the way ju-
rors would react,” Roberts said. “I
just think it’s an unrealistic suppo-
sition.”

The case involves Michael Lee
Marsh II, who was sentenced to
death for the 1996 killings of Marry
Ane Pusch and her 19-month-old
daughter. Pusch was shot, stabbed
and her throat slit. Then she was
doused with lighter fluid and set on
fire. Her daughter died from severe
burns.

There are seven people sentenced
todeath under the law being consid-
ered by the court. An eighth person
had his death sentence overturned
in 2001 and awaits resentencing.

Marsh’s caseis already slated for
a new trial on the capital murder
charges because the trial judge did
not allow evidence that Marry
Ane’shusband mighthave been in-
volved in the murders.

Fifteen states have filed a friend
of the court brief supporting the
Kansas statute. They predict a rul-
ing against Kansas would force
other states to redraft their own
death penalty laws.

A decisionis expected in the next
few months.

The case is Kansas v. Marsh, 04-
1170.
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