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Keep reading this
column for gas
updates, Kline says

Dear Attorney General Kline:

What can you do to help with the
high cost of filling my gas tank?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Thank you for your question. It’s
one our office, and Attorneys Gen-
eral across the country, are hearing
more and more as gasoline prices
rise to near $3.00 per gallon once
again.

Even worse, the peak summer
driving may bring prices to near $4
per gallon.

The Kansas Consumer Protec-
tion Act provides broad protections
against unconscionable pricing in
general, not just for gasoline. An
“unconscionable” price is, in sim-
plestterms, aprice thatis farbeyond
what the current market conditions
would justify.

Just last fall I met with represen-
tatives of gas wholesalers and re-
tailers from across the state to ad-
vise them that my office would ag-
gressively investigate any allega-
tions of price gouging in the after-
math of the devastation caused by
hurricane Katrina.

You may also recall that this of-
fice took action against many gaso-
line retailers following the immedi-
ate and radical price increases that
occurred in the wake of the terror-
ist attacks on September 11, 2001.

While the amount of price in-
crease under those circumstances
was less than what had historically
been viewed by Kansas courts as
“unconscionable”, the special cir-
cumstances of that event justified
our position.

Since that time the Kansas leg-
islature has passed laws intended to
curtail any such future activity. I
want to reassure Kansas consumers
that the Office of Attorney General
is prepared to litigate when gasoline
prices rise without sufficient mar-
ket forces having driven them up.

Thatbeing said, mosteconomists
opine that in normal market condi-
tions fluctuations of ten, twenty or
even thirty cents in the price of a
gallon of gasoline is notrare. Such
market fluctuations can be the result
of threats to the supply or increases
in demand.

We have all felt that pain. With
instability in the Middle East and
China buying oil futures, that pain
is likely to stay with us for quite
some time.

Chess school
looking for

new director

WICHITA (AP) — The Russian
immigrant who turned Lindsborg
into a center for international chess
has left the helm of the well-known
chess school he brought to the small
Kansas town.

Now the nonprofit group that
took over ownership of the finan-
cially struggling school earlier this
year is seeking another visionary to
keep the dream alive.

The Anatoly Karpov School of
Chess has formed a search commit-
tee to find a director to replace
Mikhail Korenman, who has
moved to Chicago to be with his
family, said Wes Fisk, aboard mem-
ber for the International Chess In-
stitute of the Midwest, the nonprofit
group that now operates the Linds-
borg school.

“The school was definitely his
ideaand his baby. He does have alot
of passion. Basically you have to
have someone with his talent and
his connections working almost 14-
hour days to make this thing work,”
Fisk said. “Thatkind of passion and
dedication is hard to come by.”

Korenman left a distinctively
Russian mark on the central Kansas
community of Lindsborg, which
bills itself as the “Little Sweden” of
the United States. For decadesithas
touted its Scandinavian heritage
with traditional festivals, foods and
folk art. But since the chess school
opened, local shops have added
Russian food and drinks favored by
Korenman and the many Russian
chess giants who traveled here.

Korenman has drawn some of the
world’s most talented chess players
to the town of 3,200 people, about
70 miles north of Wichita. Along the
way, the city’s reputation spread
globally as a training ground for
young students of the game.

But school’s finances could not
keep up with Korenman’s dreams.

“Financially, we are probably
going to be OK for, I would think,
at least a year,” Fisk said.
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MostKansans realize this market
reality.

Most of the complaints received
by my Consumer Protection Divi-
sion about the price of gasoline re-
flect one of the following three con-
cerns:

1. Why do gasoline prices rise so
quickly, but fall so slowly?

2. Why is gas selling higher in
some small Kansas towns than in
the larger cities?

3. Do gas station owners conspire
on the prices they charge for gaso-
line?

These are all fine questions. [am
scheduling meetings withleaders in
the Kansas gasoline distribution
network to discuss these concerns.
Tamalso taking part in the National
Association of Attorney Generals
fact-finding missions designed to
put similar questions to the national
and international gasoline refiners.

My Consumer Protection Divi-
sion will closely review the Federal
Trade Commission’s report on
gasoline pricing that is slated for
release mid-May. That report will
likely address all three of these con-
cerns.

President George Bush has asked
the Attorneys General of the fifty
states to aid the federal government
in addressing the gasoline pricing
issue, and I intend to do just that.
Keepreading the Consumer Corner
for updates on this important sub-
ject.

Call my Consumer Protection
Consumer Information Line at
(785) 296-2424, category 8, mes-
sage 4, for more on gasoline pricing.
Reportany concerns about gasoline
content or measuring devices to the
fine technicians at the Division of
Weights and Measures by calling
(785) 862-2415.

Editor’s note: Attorney General
Phill Kline offers this public service
to help people avoid becoming vic-
tims of consumer fraud. Although
some of the details have been
changed, the cases appearing in
this column are based on actual
complaints.

For further information or tofile
a complaint, write Attorney Gen-
eral Phill Kline, Consumer Protec-
tion Division, 120 SW 10th Ave.,
2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612,
or call the toll-free Consumer
Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.

INESS DIRECTOR

JOHN’S

To have your ad
placed in the
Business Directory,
call Crystal,
John Altman or
Jasmine at
462-3963.

WELDING

* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
* Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message

FAMILY DENTAL
#%4,  CARE

- The Latest Technology and Most
°nz~'" Complete Care Available!

+ Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Running out
of time to file
quarterly
payroll tax
returns?

Let Olson Bookkeeping & Tax, LLC simplify your life.
Call (785) 465-8137 for a special introductory rate when
you sign up for bookkeeping services.

Visit www.olsonbookkeeping.com for services available

OLSON/BOOEKKEEPING & TAX

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free ESTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

U . alge
kCoIby, Kansas 67701

( N

JEFF HARLOW

Cell: 785-443-1 082)

BDE CARNEY CONSTRUCTION

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
“5" REMODELING
VINYL AND STEEL SIDING
NEW CONSTRUCTION
INSULATION

320 North French
Colby, KS 67701

(785) 460-6509
(785) 443-0513

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service

Stop In Now To Plan Your Summer Remodeling Project!
e Custom Cabinetry ¢ Design & Installation Service
e Natural Stone Countertops ® Enclume Pot Racks
¢ Kindred Granite Sinks ¢ Elfa Storage Solutions

785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza ~ Colby, KS
M-F 10 a.m. - 5:30 - Saturday By Appointment

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Servmg Your Insurance Needs

Yesterday,
Today, and
\_. =) Tomorrow

TH @I AS INSURANCE AGENCY

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

Eﬁ Vo 1;’" It’s time to review
A : your IRA!
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JAMES E. OLIVER, chFc
Financial Advisor/
Branch Manager

Securities offered exclusively.

RAYMOND JAMES

EFINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

785-460-2226

d\,anced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

N 4 \\ [| <«
NG / )
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 P S, CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 gy f‘"» 777777777 QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - o2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ', | ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
>‘,fvﬂ “j(;<4
A\l A
VACATION SPECIALS fom '#nghts Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK SUMMER
MEXIC Air & Hotel | s$800 ; 3 VACATIONS NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE ST YVERIN I Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air & Hotel |  $740 | 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 | 3| All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359 Max 45 and are subject to availability

PerAdull

Garage Sales

405 N. Franklin Ave. Friday only 3:00

-7:00 p.m. Rummage sale - dressers,

bed, baby items, lots of misc.
——4/27——

1740 W. 5th St., Colby. Friday 4:00 -
7:00 p.m. Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m.
2004 Dodge - Hemi exhaust system,
tow bar, ladies golf clubs, 20 sq/ ft. oak
flooring, Dremel, clothes steamer, king
bedding and more.

——4/27 & 4/28——

350 E. Plum St. Friday 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. Name
brand toddler girls clothes, size 8 - 14
girlsand boys clothes, toys, Coca-Cola
decor, Stampin-Up stamps, printer, all
size bedding, Boyds Bears. 3 family
sale.
——4/27 & 4/28 — —-

165 N. Lake St. Thursday and Friday
1:00 - 6:00 p.m. Saturday 8:00 a.m. -
noon. Furniture, kitchen items, lots of
misc.

——4/27 & 4/28 — — —

940 E. 9th St. Friday 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. Crib, baby
items, filing cabinets, marble-top cof-
feetable, dining table, children’s bikes,
toys, clothes, books, videos, misc.
——4/26—4/28 — —-

1625 S. Franklin Ave. Prairie Senior
Living Complex. Thursday 1:00 - 4:00
p.m. Friday 8:00a.m.-2:00 p.m. Scho-
lastic book sale Thursday 9:00 a.m. -
2:00p.m. Proceeds gotobenefitPSLC
residents.

——4/26 & 4/27 — —-

1/8 miles W. of Colby Hwy 24. Friday
4/28 4:00 - 7:00 p.m . Sataturday 4/29
8:00 a.m. - noon. Moving & garage
sale: Girls clothes size 6-12, car seat,
toys, furniture, bedding, crib, adult
clothes, exercise equip., antiques,
misc. items.
——4/24—4/28 — —-

330 E. Hill St., Colby. Friday, Satur-
day, Sunday Two bityard sale. Selling
it all!

——4/24—4/28— —-

*Viking & Berning Sewing

Cozb‘y Machines ®Vacuums *Fabrics
Sew & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Chris & Beth Lewon < 650 N. Grant - Colby, KS

 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

* Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

R YV VVY
~* AFFORDABLE HOUSING
RENT IS BASED ON YOUR INCOME!%I

Southpark ml
Apartments
700 S. Franklin Ave.gl

Family Housing ﬂ

Meadowlark
Manor

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.
Elderly & Family Housing

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded - Insured
1-800-536-6642 COMMERCIAL

Rubber Single PI
1-785-462-6642  \yrrs xo o)
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

WANTED:

Homes to apply Windows or Siding...
We will make it worth your while if we can use
your home!

Your home could be a showplace in your vi-
cinity with window or siding. We are looking
for homeowners that would like the opportu-
nity to improve their homes maintenance costs
and energy prices. Backed with warranties and
full installation. Products can be installed on
every type of home. Your choice of colors!

+Serving the mid-west for 34 years.
“3 Generations of Experience.”

+Tax Credits...

+Elegance and Warmth

+Financing Available WAC
*Commitment to Quality and Service!

Seamless Metal Roofing
Also Available

Offer limited so call today for details.
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961
Don Hern Builders, LLC



