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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

Oh, Those Opening Leads!
This deal occurred in a high-stakes rubber bridge game.

South’s five-club overcall was certainly a good tactical
measure. Not only was there a good possibility he could
make the contract on its merits, but there was also a good
chance that by cramping the bidding, he would make
matters extremely difficult for the opponents.

 As expected, West had a tough decision to make. He
thought five spades was by no means certain to be made
(it would probably have gone down one) and felt he sim-
ply couldn’t afford to pass with the A-K of hearts as po-
tential tricks.

A spade lead would surely have defeated the contract,
but West wanted to first “take a look” at dummy and so
led the king of hearts. West had his look, but it was short-
lived. Declarer ruffed the heart and proceeded to reel off
every one of his trumps, on the last of which East had to
choose a discard in this position:

                               North
                H  Q 9
                D  Q 10

West East
S   8                                        S  A K
H A 10                    H  J
D  J                                        D K 7
                                 South

                 S  Q 3
                 D A 4

 If East discarded a heart, South would next lead a
spade, compelling East to return a diamond from his king
after he cashed his second spade. And if East discarded a
diamond, South would cash the ace and queen of dia-
monds.

 If East discarded a spade instead, declarer would sim-
ply lead a low spade, establishing his queen as a trick.
South would then discard his diamond loser on East’s
forced heart return and so take the last two tricks.

  Once West led a heart, there was simply no way the
defenders could prevent declarer from scoring 11 tricks.
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1. You are South, and the bidding has gone:
   South West North East
   1 S 2 H 3 C Pass
   3 D Pass 4 S Pass
   ?

What would you bid now with:
S AQJ105 H 72 D AK983 C 4
 2. You are South, and the bidding has gone:
East South West North
3 C 4 H Pass 6 H
Pass   ?
What would you bid now with:
  S AK H AQJ843 D 10 C A982
 1. Five diamonds. Your partner has bid rather strongly,

and there is no doubt you’re close to a slam. However,
you can’t undertake the slam unilaterally with two heart
losers, nor would Blackwood solve the problem if part-
ner responded five diamonds, showing one ace. Con-
versely, you can’t pass because it might easily turn out
that slam is ice-cold. Since you can’t tell just how high to
go, your best shot is to leave the decision to partner. He
will know you’re trying for slam when you bid five dia-
monds, because otherwise you would have passed four
spades. He might have any of the following four hands,
consistent with his previous bids, and will know exactly
what to do over five diamonds:

1. S K963 H J4 D Q5 C AKQ82
2. S K764 H 9 D Q104 C AKJ93
3. S K872 H K5 D 6 C AKJ1075
4. S K94 H A83 D Q7 C AK982
With the first hand, containing two heart losers, he

would sign off at five spades, which you’d pass. But with
the next three hands, which contain first- or second-
round heart control, as well as other key values, he would
bid six spades.

 2. Seven hearts. This is one of those cases where you
do or you don’t, and the nod here goes to do. It’s hard to
imagine a hand partner might hold where you wouldn’t
have a good chance for seven, and you shouldn’t try to
talk yourself out of bidding a grand slam just because
it’s possible to concoct a hand partner might have that
would make seven a risky bid. In effect, you’re faced with
a mathematical proposition. To undertake a grand slam,
the odds have to be 2-to-1 or better in your favor. You
don’t have to be 100 percent sure of a favorable outcome,
as some players contend; all you need is the conviction
that partner will produce a hand that is likely or certain to
yield all the tricks.  You start by assuming partner can’t
have two club losers; there’s no way he could jump to
six hearts with such a holding. Nor could he bid six with
an aceless hand, regardless of what he held in clubs.
He is far more likely to leap to six with any of the follow-
ing hands, and you would make seven with each of them:

   1. S Q93 H K972 D AKQ72 C 5
   2. S Q72 H K1065 D AQJ843 C —
   3. S QJ84 H K972 D AK93 C 7


