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Stem cell ethics focus of lecture
By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

When does research to save
lives actually
hurt lives?

An audience
in Colby got
closer to that
answer.

The last
speaker in the
Max Pickerill
Lecture Series
at Colby Com-
munity Col-
lege Tuesday informed the audi-
ence about the ethics of stem cell
research and cloning. Dr. Jason
Scott Robert, a bioethicist at Ari-
zona State University, gave a lec-
ture titled “Cloning, Chimeras
and the Stem Cell Circus: Under
the Big Top.”

He is a member of the Stem Cell
Network in Canada and is on the
Institute Advisory Board for the
Institute of Population and Public
Health, which is part of the Cana-
dian Institutes of Health and Re-
search.

“I’m a philosopher by train-
ing,” he said, adding he has a
“weird gig” because he has a lab,
but doesn’t do any research in it.

Robert said cloning, chimeras
and stem cell research are all sepa-
rate entities, but the intersection of
the three is “fantastical.”

“That is where the moral and
scientific issues come to light,” he
said.

Stem cells are cells that have
potential to become almost any
tissue or organ in the body.

Robert explained the basic sci-
entific principal of where stem
cells originate.

 He said he wasn’t going to of-
fer answers, but create a “good
moral discussion.”

In developmental biology, cells
in a fertilized egg start to take on
different characteristics after

about four days’ growth. At this
stage, there is an inner cell mass that
gives rise to stem cells.

“Maybe we can harness the po-
tential of these cells and use them
to make some advances in medi-
cine,” Robert said.

At week two, the cell mass im-
plants itself in the uterine wall; at
week six, brain waves are detect-
able; weeks 12-16, what he called
“quickening,” or the first time a

mother feels her child move.
At week 20, viability and the ca-

pacity of awareness exist and at
week 40, birth.

“These are the aspects of the bi-
ology,” he said, adding the political
debate emerges when people start to
talk about moral “personhood” at
week 20.

“That’s the root of controversy on
abortion, the moral status of the
embryo,” Robert said.

Stem cells are a separate issue
from abortion. In 1997, scientist
Jamie Thomson cultured stem
cells from frozen embryos.

A year later, another research
at Johns Hopkins created stem
cells using an aborted fetus.

After that, then President Bill
Clinton had some concerns about
the research.

Robert said at the same time,
scientists began to see the poten-
tial in the research — drug and
toxicity testing, and more impor-
tantly, tissues or cells for trans-
plantation to treat illness like
bone marrow disease, Park-
inson’s, or diabetes.

“We’re still not there yet,” he
said.

Since the research began, the
ethical issues have arisen.

The source of stem cells has re-
ceived the most attention be-
cause blastocysts stop develop-
ing. Other issues are the devalu-
ation of human life, sources of
eggs and informed choices.

“Eggs are hard to come buy
because they’re not easy to get
from women, and there are con-
cerns about coercion,” Robert
said. There are also issues about
the physical and psychological
risks of donation and privacy.

Robert said there are people
who don’t want to see embryos
created and then destroyed to get
cells.

“Some people get very, very
concerned that this is a very in-
appropriate way for scientists to
be behaving,” he said.

Another moral objection is
using frozen embryos from fer-
tility treatments for infertile
couples.

Robert estimated there are up
to 500,000 embryos in cryogenic
suspension. If the embryos are

John Van Nostrand
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Stay tuned to the news because
somebody who knows some-
thing about it may be in Colby
soon.

Tuesday was the last speaker
of the 2005-2006 Colby Commu-
nity College’s Dr. Max Pickerill
Lecture Series. For the past 10
years, a committee has invited
people from across the country to
comment on the latest issues in
the news. The original chairman
of the committee was Vic Oelke.
He taught history and political
science at the college for many
years and is now deceased.

It was originally known as the
CCC Speakers Bureau. In 1998,
Pickerill was celebrating his 50th
year as a teacher.  In honor of that
achievement and his dedication
to students and the field of edu-
cation, Oelke suggested renam-
ing the series “The Dr. Max
Pickerill Lecture Series.”

But even though the series is
done for another school year, it
does not mean the committee is
finished with its work.

“We try to do a whole year in
advance. Some people take a

long time to get,” said Cathy Gor-
don. She serves on the selection
committee and teaches art at the
college.

In addition to Gordon, the
committee has two residents, one
college faculty member and two
students. The committee meets
four times a year to review issues
and schedule speakers.

“We look at the topics that are
timely or big,” Gordon said. “In
the past, we try and get one politi-
cal person. We like to get differ-
ent areas, like history and sci-
ence.

“This year we did both.”
For example, Gordon said the

committee is interested in the use
of steroids by athletes. For
months now, steroid use by Ma-
jor League Baseball players has
been in the headlines. The com-
mittee is searching for the right
person to comment about steroid
use, including use at the college
level.

The committee is also keeping
up with other current issues like
immigration and oil production.
Committee members research
various people on one topic.

See “LECTURE,” Page 3

See “SERIES,” Page 3

Colby school’s
activities are
OK for now

Committee researches latest
issues, matches speakers

Dr. Jason Scott Robert, left, the featured speaker at the last Max
Pickerill Lecture of the year, visited with Colby Community Col-

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press
lege students Jesse Colson, center, and Jason Rall, right. Rob-
ert, a bioethicist, discussed the ethics of stem cell research.

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press

Even though Colby High School
is still without an
activities direc-
t o r / a s s i s t a n t
principal for
next year, athlet-
ics and activities
have been taken
care of said Su-
p e r i n t e n d e n t
Kirk Nielsen.

Activities Di-
rector Jeff
Quenzer is under contract through
June 30, and is finalizing the calen-
dar for the next school year. Quen-
zer’s contract was not renewed in
December and he eventually re-
signed.

The job involves scheduling all of
the activities and events as well as
lining up workers, facilities, and
transportation.

Assistant principal duties are
mostly with discipline at the high
school.

Nielsen said activities director’s
responsibilities are usually done
well in advance.

“They’re scheduled a year ahead

of time,” he said. Game referees and
contest judges are scheduled long
before the events.

That’s not to say people don’t
cancel at the last minute, but most
of the details are already taken care
of.

“Whoever is hired will be able to
step in and just fine tune after
Quenzer’s contract is up, because
he will have most of the work for
next year completed,” Nielsen said.

For example, the district already
knows what teams are playing in
next year’s Orange and Black Clas-
sic basketball tournament.

Nielsen said after Monday’s
school board meeting, he didn’t
come away with a feel of what di-
rection the board wants to take with
the open position.

He said the next move will be to
talk to board president Tracy Ro-
gers to see what direction the board
wants to take next.

At the Monday, April 17 board
meeting, a search committee for the
position recommended high school
social studies teacher and head
wrestling coach Mitch Beims.

However, a motion to approve
Beims died when no one made a
second to Stan Molstad’s motion.

K. Nielsen

County health
insurance increases
By Jan Katz Ackerman

Colby Free Press

Thomas County employees face
a rate hike for their health insurance
starting in July.

Charles Krull, Blue Cross Blue
Shield group consultant for the
county, told commissioners Ron
Evans, Paul Steele and Ken Chris-
tiansen of the increase on Friday.

Each county employee has the
option of enrolling in the county’s
health and dental insurance plan.
The county pays for the employee’s
insurance, and the employee has the
option of taking out insurance on his
spouse or children.

This year, an individual policy
cost the county $298 a month, of
which the employee paid nothing.
A family plan cost the county $917
a month, of which the employee
pays $619.

“We think medical costs will in-
crease 8 to 9 percent,” Krull said. “If
you take the statewide trends into
consideration it will probably be 12
percent which will be about $40 per
policy.”

Krull said of the 48 people in the
group, 50 percent of the claims for
2006 have been generated by two
employees.

“You had two significant claims
this year,” Krull said.

“Right now, you are $44, 606
dollars in the hold.

“We are not trying to recoup that
money, but we are trying to rate you
accurately.”

County employees also have the
option of taking advantage of a
$50,000 term life accidental, death
and dismemberment plan.

That plan costs employees $18
per month. Krull said Blue Cross
Blue Shield paid one claim in 2006
on this option.

The county’s policy runs from
Aug. 1 to July 31. Steele said the rate
increase, if any, will be figured into
the county’s budget in July.

In other business, commissioners
reviewed letters drafted in support
of the Colby Community College
Wellness Center project and a let-
ter thanking Lynette Koon for her
years of service as director of the
recycling center and welcoming
Laura Davis as the new director.
Koon resigned to take another job.

• Commissioners tabled whether
to increase the amount to pay jurors
from $10 to $50 per day as allowed
by a new state law.

Evans said he has yet to visit with
employers about whether employ-
ees are paid by them when called to
jury duty.

• Also tabled was whether the
county should purchase a new com-
pactor for the landfill.

 According to landfill director
Larry Jumper a new compactor
could be purchased on a seven-year
lease plan for $250,000 with annual
payments being $43,054.

The county would receive a
$72,150 trade-in allowance and
there is a 32 week wait on delivery
of the equipment.

J. Robert

House moves closer to Senate stance on school finance
TOPEKA  (AP) — House leaders

will find out today whether they
convinced enough Republicans to
stay on board and send the Senate a
$532.7 million, three-year school
finance plan.

On a 63-62 vote early Tuesday
evening, the bill advanced to final
action. Passage on Wednesday
would return it to the Senate, modi-
fied heavily with policy provisions
but smaller than the $541 million
approved by senators last week.
Negotiations on a final version
could begin later in the day.

Both plans include additional
money for all school districts,
money for students at risk of aca-
demic failure, increases in special
education and $75 million in tea-

cher pension contributions.
House Speaker Doug Mays said

he expected the bill to pass Wednes-
day by the same margin, and said
it’s better than the $633 million plan
passed by a coalition of moderate
Republicans and Democrats in
March and reinserted temporarily
into the bill Tuesday.

“It’s a stronger position because
leadership’s behind it,” Mays, R-
Topeka, said of the bill. “It’s not that
far from the Senate plan. I still hope
we have support for a bipartisan
plan.”

The bill’s final contents reflected
an amendment from Rep. Mike
O’Neal, R-Hutchinson. A similar
version, with the same money as the
Senate plan, failed on a 62-62 vote.

However, Rep. Mario Goico, R-
Wichita, re-
turned later in
the day from out
of state and cast
the deciding
vote for O’-
Neal’s amend-
ment, making
fellow conser-
vative Republi-
cans cheer.

The House
bill also gives schools the authority
to raise additional property taxes up
to 33 percent of their general fund
budgets to supplement their opera-
tions. That provision helped pull in
Johnson County Republicans, who
have sought greater taxing author-

ity. The Senate measure raises the
rate to no more than 30 percent.

Because both chambers had pre-
viously passed a school bill,
Tuesday’s debate wasn’t necessary
and negotiations already could have
started. However, Mays said he
went forward in hopes of finding a
bill that could garner more support.

“We’re trying to be fair,” Mays
said.

The coalition held together for
most of the day on its $633 million
position until the vote on O’Neal’s
amendment. Rep. Deena Horst, R-
Salina, voted with GOP leaders for
the plan, surprising coalition mem-
bers who thought she was in their
camp.

“I have supported the Senate plan

all along. It’s reasonable finan-
cially. The only thing missing was
a lot of the policy,” Horst said. “To
some extent, I realize that I see
things a little differently than some
of them.”

Rep. Ward Loyd, a coalition
leader, said he liked the Senate plan,
too, but that members wanted to see
greater increases in programs for at-
risk students and to make a good-
faith effort to satisfy the 2005 Kan-
sas Supreme Court order to increase
spending. “This isn’t about having
to win so that someone else doesn’t
win. What this is about is develop-
ing a school finance plan that ben-
efits the entire state,” said Loyd, R-
Garden City.

He said many of the policy pieces

that went in the bill that Horst and
others sought would face opposi-
tion from Senate negotiators.

Rep. Kathe Decker, R-Clay Cen-
ter, lead House negotiator, pre-
dicted working on the final educa-
tion bill with senators would be
easier.

Both chambers would rely on
existing state revenues to fund their
proposals, though budget projec-
tions show the third year could
cause the state to exhaust all avail-
able revenues and be faced with a
deficit, something prohibited by
state law. Last year, the Kansas Su-
preme Court ruled that the state
wasn’t spending enough on its pub-
lic schools or distributing the dol-
lars fairly.

M. O’Neal


