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Law not
clear on
what is

needed

TOPEKA (AP) — Statelaw isn’t
clear about what records the
governor’s office or the Kansas
Supreme Court must disclose as
conservative Republican senators
hunt for information about whether
the two had any contact with each
other on school finance issues.

Both the courtand Gov. Kathleen
Sebelius have said repeatedly
they’ve had no contact, but conser-
vatives remain skeptical. Their
questions are fueled by the revela-
tion two weeks ago that Justice
Lawton Nuss discussed education
funding during a lunch with two
senators, with a school finance law-
suit still before the court.

Sens. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler,
and Kay O’Connor, R-Olathe, sent
a letter Wednesday demanding ac-
cess torecords from the governor’s
office.

They are drafting a similar letter
to the Supreme Court, and court
spokesman Ron Keefoversaid he’s
already denied alegislator’s anony-
mous request for records, made
through the Legislative Research
Department.

Keefover said thatunder the Kan-
sas Open Records Act, individual
judges and justices aren’t consid-
ered public agencies that must dis-
close such records.

Huelskamp said he believes the
court and the governor’s office are
obligated to disclose records of
their communications, but others
doubt he will obtain what he wants.

“I would think that it would be
difficult to obtain anything without
a subpoena, and maybe not even
then, from the court,” said House
Speaker Doug Mays, R-Topeka.
“From the governor, I wouldn’t
hold my breath.”

MattAll, the governor’s chiefle-
gal counsel, said her office is work-
ing on a reply.

“We’re just starting the process,”
he said. “We don’teven know what
records are available for us to re-
view, let alone what they contain.”

The Nuss case has prompted a
judicial misconduct investigation,
an inquiry by the attorney general’s
office and Mays’ plan to appoint a
committee.

Nuss had lunch March 1 with
Senate President Steve Morris, R-
Hugoton, and Sen. Pete Brungardt,
R-Salina, a longtime Nuss friend.
Morris has said Nuss indicated that
a bipartisan plan would be helpful.

Huelskamp wants the court to
release records from any communi-
cation among justices on the case
about whether they will require a
bipartisan plan or certain dollar
amount.

Assistant Attorney General
Theresa Bush, who handles records
issues, said in the 22 years since the
law was enacted, no court, attorney
general’s opinion or journal article
has interpreted that provision.

“It’s just not come up,” she said.
“It’s anybody’s guess as to what it
truly means.”

Colby Community College concert choir members Stephanie Albin of Quinter, left; Regina Heier
of Colby, middle; and Christina Schmid of Colby; along with the rest of the choir were back-
stage Thursday priorto the Spring Vocal Concertinthe Frahm Theater of the Cultural Arts Center.
The programincluded selections such as Halleluyah, Amor de miAlma, Thereis a Time, Mamma
Mia, Embraceable You, OI’Man River, The Phantom of the Opera, Time to Say Goodbye and
many others. Dr. Phil Shuman and his singers also were showing off their new choir robes made
possible through donations. Pat Ziegelmeier was the accompanist. Shuman said the concert
was dedicated to Justin Cosco, a member of the choir, who died this week. On Tuesday, the
Colby Community College’s concert band and jazz band will present “An American Celebra-
tion”at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, also in the Frahm Theater. The eventis free and open to the public.
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Defendants plead not guilty on drug charges

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Two of four defendants of a
Valentine’s Day drugraidin Oakley
were in court Thursday.

Roger Wright pleaded not guilty
to one count each of possession of
methamphetamine and sale of
methamphetamine. He also
pleaded not guilty to two counts
each of possession with the intent to
sell marijuana within 1,000 feet of
a school and sale of marijuana
within 1,000 feet of a school on
Aug. 5,2005.

“Mr. Wright waives hisrighttoa
formal reading of the complain,”
Oakley attorney Charles Stewart
told District Court Judge Glenn
Schiffner.

After accepting Wright’s not
guilty plea on all six charges,
Schiffnersetafour-day trial for him
for Sept. 26. Schiffner said should
Wrightbe convicted and depending
on a presentence investigation, the

possession of and intent to sell
methamphetamine within 1,000
feet of a school charges are both
punishable by prison terms between
138 and 204 months and fines of up
t0 $500,000. He said the possession
of marijuana and intent to sell it
within 1,000 feet of a school
charges are punishable by 46 to 83
months in prison and fines up to
$300,000.

The maximum penalty for these
charges is two time the most severe
penalty, and Schiffner told Wright,
should he be convicted, it would be
up to him whether sentences would
run along side each other or back to
back.

As Wright was leaving Logan
County Court, Logan County Sher-
iff Pat Parsons served him with an
arrest warrantout of Ellis County on
afailure to appear in courtin acivil
case in which he’s involved. A
deputy from Ellis County picked
Wright up Thursday afternoon and
transported him to the jail in Hays
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CREEP FEED
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Creep Feeders Avalil. (For Rent or Purchase)

FOR ALL YOUR LIVESTOCK FEED
Contact:

CO-AG Feedmill

Grinnell, KS 67738 - 785-824-3201

Buy 1 Ticket,
¥ Get 1 Ticket FREE
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785-443-1994 or 785-460-9751

Contemporary Christian Artists

The Martin’s

in Concert

Mother’s Day

SPECIAL DEAL!

The Martin’s
performing at the
Colby High School

Concert starts at 8:00 p.m.
doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Tickets are $15.00 in advance
$10.00 with groups of 20 or
more. $20.00 at the door.

Ticket Outlets:

Dave’s His Shop, F&M Bank - Dillons,
All First National Bank Locations, Shay Realty,
National Farmer’s Union Insurance - Oakley,
Memory Lane - Burlington, CO

Auditorium

May 11th

on that charge.

Courtroom confusion

to end Monday

By JAN KATZ ACKERMAN
Colby Free Press

With a plea agreement on the
table and a trial on the docket, attor-
neys from both sides of a Logan
County drug case were caught off
guard when a defendant changed
his mind.

Michael Keyes of Oakley was
scheduled forarraignmentin Logan
County District Court Thursday
when he unexpectedly backed out
his agreement with the prosecution.

“Mr. Keyes has some problems,”
Oakley attorney Charles Stewart
said.

Stewart told District Court Judge
Glenn Schiffner Keyes, co-coun-
sel, Cal Williams of Colby, was out
of town and not able to attend the
hearing and his client wanted a con-
tinuance in the case.

“The first I knew about these is-
sues was this morning,” Stewart
said.

Logan County Attorney Andrea
Wyrick, along with Assistant Attor-
ney General Julie Carroll of Great
Bend, are prosecuting the case.
Wyrick said she didn’t object to a
continuance, but Schiffner gave
both sides until noon Monday to
sort the situation out or proceed
with a four-day trial scheduled to
begin May 21.

Keyes on Jan. 9 was formally
charged with one count each of con-
spiracy to manufacture metham-
phetamine, attempting to manufac-
ture meth and possession of manu-
facturing paraphernalia. The

IS NOW OPEN

Services Available:

+ Individual Counseling
+ Family Cousnseling
+ Group Couseling
« Workshops + Seminars

Hope Center for Family Counseling

245 W. College Dr - Colby, KS 67701
785/462-8234

FOR APPOINTMENTS!

» Consultations < Evaluations

Julie Lewandowski-Zeck, M.S., LMFT

charges stem from an Oct. 27 drug
raid at Keyes’ home.

In March, Schiffner advised
Keyes should he be convicted, and
depending on a presentence inves-
tigation, he faces between 11 and 16
and one-half years in prison and a
fine of up to $500,000 for the con-
spiracy charge. For the attempt to
manufacture meth charge he faces
11 and one-halfyears to 17 years in
prison and a fine up to $500,000,
and another year to three and one-
half years and a fine of up to
$100,000 for the possession of para-
phernalia charge.

State law sets the maximum sen-
tence at two times the most severe,
and should Keyes be found guilty he
faces between 23 and 34 years be-
hind bars and a fine of $500,000.

Keyes and his mother Nelda
Foust, Betty Groblebe and Farrell
Odum were arrested by Colby-
based Quad County Drug Task
Force, the Kansas Bureau of Inves-
tigation and local authorities for
allegedly making drugs and trying
to sell them. Keyes’ arrest occurred
four months after being paroled
from prison after probation viola-
tions on a 2002 drug conviction.

Keyes remains in the custody of
the Logan County Sheriff’s Office
and was returned to Goodland
where he is being detained.
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