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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

       Solution to a Quandary
    “Dear Mr. Becker: This hand occurred in a rubber
bridge game. I held the East cards. My partner led a
heart against three notrump, and I won with the ace. I
returned the six, my original fourth-best heart, in accor-
dance with standard convention.
    “Declarer played the ten, and my partner took the jack.
Partner then shifted to a spade, and South won the rest
of the tricks, taking six clubs, two spades and three dia-
monds.
    “Obviously, something went wrong with the defense,
since we could have taken five heart tricks off the top.
My partner contends his play of switching to a spade
was proper because it was perfectly possible that de-
clarer had started with the Q-10-7-5 of hearts, in which
case cashing the king at trick three could prove fatal.
     “I see no flaw in his argument because I would also
have returned the six had I originally held A-6-2. Is there
any way for West to have known to play the king of
hearts? Very truly yours, W.H.M.”
    Perhaps the best way to answer this question is to go
back to East’s play of the six at trick two. It is true that in
returning the suit partner leads, it is customary to return
the original fourth-best card from four or more cards,
and the second-highest card from three. This usually
enables the other defender to diagnose declarer’s hold-
ing both as to length and strength.
     But, as can be seen in the present case, the lead of
the six does not clarify the true position for West, since
East’s return may be based on either of two opposite
holdings. West might have cashed the king of hearts
and hoped for the best, but he could not be sure that
play would turn out right.
    The answer to the problem is that East should have
returned the two of hearts rather than the six. This would
cause West to believe that East held four hearts origi-
nally and declarer, consequently, three. West would then
have been safe in cashing the king, and the actual heart
situation would have become exposed.

   .

       Tug of War
    Bridge is occasionally like a tug of war, with each side
trying to yank the other out of position. For example,
take this deal where West leads a club against four
hearts. East cashes two club tricks and plays a third
round of clubs, hoping West will be able to ruff and force
declarer to overruff with dummy’s ten or jack. If East’s
plan succeeds, he will automatically acquire a trump
trick.
    West cooperates by ruffing the third club with the five,
and if declarer makes the mistake of overruffing in
dummy, he eventually goes down one, losing both a
trump trick and a diamond.
    But if South is on his toes, he does not allow himself
to be yanked out of position by this attack on his trumps.
Instead of overtrumping West’s five, which seems the
natural thing to do, South discards the deuce of dia-
monds from dummy.
    It is not difficult for declarer to diagnose East’s pur-
pose in leading a third round of clubs, especially after
West ruffs with the five. Furthermore, since South has a
sure diamond loser in any case, he realizes he is better
off to concede it at this point rather than weaken dummy’s
trump holding.
    Discarding the diamond from dummy allows declarer
to win the tug of war. Whatever West returns, South next
enters dummy with the king of diamonds, leads the jack
of hearts and finesses, then repeats the finesse to trap
East’s king. After drawing East’s last trump, declarer
trumps a diamond in dummy and winds up losing only
the first three tricks to make his contract.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard


