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The boytriend could ruin the family photo

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Keith,” and I are eagerly await-
ing the birth of our first child.
Sadly, Keith’s mother is in very
poor health. She’s notexpected to
live more than a few months after
the birth of her newest grandchild.

For this reason, all of Keith’s
siblings are planning to visit after
the baby arrives so that everyone
can pose for one last family photo,
complete with our new baby. My
problem is with Keith’s niece,
“Bridget.” I know when the time
comes to snap the picture, Bridget
will insist on including her latest
loser boyfriend. I wouldn’t care if
it weren’t for the fact that Bridget
has a history of demanding that
her current boyfriends be put in
family photos and then insisting
that the pictures never see the light
of day again after the relationship
has ended.

She threw a fit at my in-laws’
anniversary party when she saw
that their picture board contained
family pictures with past boy-
friends. She was even so bold as
to tell everyone in Keith’s family
to get rid of any family pictures
from our wedding because seeing
images of her boyfriend at the
time “dredged up too many pain-
ful memories.” (That boyfriend
would eventually become her ex-
husband, to whom she was mar-
ried for only one month.)

How do I inform Bridget that
her newest boyfriend is not
wanted in what will most likely be
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the only family portrait to include

my baby?
— MOTHER-TO-BE IN
MICHIGAN

DEAR MOTHER-TO-BE: I
see no reason to “inform”
Bridget that the family regards
her current boyfriend-to-be as
yet another loser. It will only
cause her to become hurt and
defensive, and create resent-
ment that could last for years.
Instead, when everyone is lined
up for the family picture, make
sure that Bridget’s boyfriend is
posed on the end of the group-
ing. That way, if the romance
tanks he can easily be photo-
edited out.

DEAR ABBY: I often order a
cup of herbal tea with dinner at
restaurants. I use quite a bit of
sugar, and end up with four to five
empty packets after I’ve sweet-
ened my tea. What should I do
with them?I’ve tried hiding them
under the saucer, but they never
seem to fit.

— TEALOVER IN NEW
YORK
DEAR TEA LOVER: Be-
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cause the “evidence” is making
you self-conscious, you could
sneak the packets into your
purse (or even your brassiere).
However, speaking as a fellow
sugar addict, my advice is to
start cutting back on the sugar,
because not only is it addictive,
it also makes you crave more
and more. And an hour after
you’ve consumed it, you’ll feel
as fatigued as you felt “ener-
gized” immediately afterward.
DEARABBY:Iwas adopted by
astepfather when I was 9. My real
father died whenIwas 5. Tamnow
25 and want to change my last
name back to that of my biologi-
cal father. My mother divorced
my stepfather seven years ago.
Abby, my stepfather abused me
badly, so I have had a hard time
dealing with this. T have since had
counseling, which helped a great
deal. I just need to know — is it
worth it to go through the trouble
of legally changing my name
back, especially if I were to get
married in the next five years or
so? I just hate that I’m still asso-
ciated with the man who hurt me

years ago.
— CONFUSED IN SOUTH
CAROLINA

DEAR CONFUSED: Because
the name has painful associa-
tions for you, it would not only
be “worth it,” it would also be
cathartic. I say, go for it! Bury
the name with all the unhappi-
ness that was associated with it.

DEAR ABBY: Would it be OK
to offer an interest-free loan to a
prospective son-in-law to buy my
daughter an engagement ring?
They have been dating — indeed,
living together — for more than
two years. They talk about wed-
ding plans all the time. He’s al-
ready like part of the family.

We conjecture that he has not
popped the question because he
can’t afford to purchase an en-
gagement ring. He’s currently
working part-time, low-income
jobs while he waits for our daugh-
ter to get her college degree before
he/they go to graduate school.

— CARING DAD

DEAR CARING DAD: When
in doubt — don’t. Although
your idea is generous, I think
you should refrain from making
the offer. Your daughter’s boy-
friend may have other reasons
for not popping the question,
including not feeling ready to
make a lifetime commitment to
your daughter.

DEAR ABBY: I recently went
to a salon to have my hair dyed
back to my natural color. The styl-

ist did a wonderful job and I'm
happy with the results, as it’s hard
to match the color of someone’s
roots with hair dye.

However, later | went out to din-
ner with a friend, and she pointed
out alarge stain of hair dye on the
back of my shirt. I’m not sure what
todo. I’m fairly certain the stylist
must have seen it as she walked
me to the counter. It was a brand-
new shirt and cost me $40 the day
before I went to the salon, and it
was the first time I had ever worn
1t.

I’d like to ask the salon to pay
for the cost of the shirt, but would
this be proper?

— SCARLET WOMAN IN
LEXINGTON, KY.

DEAR SCARLET: You are
certainly within your rights to
askif youfeel that the stylist saw
the problem and kept it from
you. When you went in for the
procedure, you should have
been offered the opportunity to
change into a smock so there
would be no chance that your
clothing would be ruined. And
in the future, when going to a
beauty salon for color, you
should ask for one.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and
was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear Abby
at www.DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, Calif.
90069.

Rocker
to help

premies

UNIONDALE,N.Y. (AP) —
Twisted Sister singer Dee Snider
and some of hisbikerbuddies are
planning a ride to raise money
for premature babies.

Two of the Long Island
native’s four children were born
7 1/2 weeks premature, prompt-
inghisinvolvementinthe March
of Dimes’ “Bikers for Babies”
event May 21.

“When you’re in there in that
preemie ward, you see a lot of
seriously ill babies,” the 51-
year-old singer says. “Your baby
isinthere at4 pounds and you’re
soworried, and they ’re bringing
in I-pounders, 1 1/2-pounders.
You look at these kids with res-
piratory problems and circula-
tory system issues and all kinds
of problems, and the medical
expenses are astronomical.”

He’s asking fans to sponsor
him by pledging any amount
through a link on his Web site.

“Bikers are real softies when
itcomes to babies,” Snider says.
“You see some of them with
stuffed animals on their bikes.”

On the Net:

http://www.deesnider.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

JOHN’S

WELDING

e Welding & Repair
* Field Service
e Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory, call Crystal
or Jasmine at 462-3963.

2

JEFF HARLOW

Cell: 785-443-1 082)

490 N. Franklin ¢ 462-3939

TH@AS

has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Serving Your Insurance Needs

e

e S

INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and
Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

like no other.

* Wide range of products
and services

* Retirement plans

¢ Annuities

e Life insurance

Lutherans. Member NASD. Member SIPC.
20328PB R9-05 2200402670

¢ Mutual funds
¢ Health insurance

¢ And other benefits
of membership

J
c Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Registered Representative for securities offered through Thrivent Investment Management, Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S.,
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1665, 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836), a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for

©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

A financial services organization

James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139

{%ﬂiﬁ CARE

Opgv®

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

PyrAdull

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

;v’%\\,
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 BOY
Phone: 785.462.6999 P D
Fax: 785-460-0852 PR
. A’
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 AA{’
‘»,H
VACATION SPECIALS
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505
MEXICO Air &Hotel | $800 |
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,060 |
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,500 |
HAWAII Air & Hotel 3 $740 |
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 |
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359 !

I,};;
Y CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
<" QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
s 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
AA‘ WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
“5;<4
e Round Trip Travel
4 BOOK SUMMER
g VACATIONS NOW!
VAl Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
3
3 All specials may be for specific dates
Max 45 and are subject to availability

Colby

*Viking & Berning Sewing

Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics

SeW & VaC Clases sNatures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

- |
s

4 |
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Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

QLSOMN/BOOEKKEEPING & TAX

Do you need
assistance with
your computerized
bookkeeping
software?

Call Melinda at Olson Bookkeeping

& Tax for help!

Let Olson Bookkeeping & Tax, LLC simplify your life.
Call (785) 465-8137 for a special introductory rate when
you sign up for bookkeeping services.

Visit www.olsonbookkeeping.com for services available

¢van¢ed Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Chris & Beth Lewon « 650 N. Grant « Colby, KS

' 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

Thinking of ways to reduce
your energy costs?

Make your home cost effective with maintenance
free exteriors, save $$ on your next energy bill.
Backed with a lifetime warranty on vinyl windows
&siding, and a 50 year warranty on the metal roof-
ing finish. Many colors to choose from!

+Serving the mid-west since 1974
*Tax Credits...

+3 Generations of Experience
+Elegance and Warmth
*Commitment to Quality and
Service!

+Financing Available WAC
*Free Estimates

Make you home a showplace in your vicinity with
windows, siding or seamless metal roofing.

*Window, siding & roofing may qualify for the 2006
energy credit. Check with your tax advisor!

Call us today!
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961

Don Hern Builders, LLC

Y

Meadowlark
Manor

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.
Elderly & Family Housing

vvy

AFFORDABLE HOUSING |
RENT IS BASED ON YOUR |NCOME!%I

Southpark %I
Apartments
700 S. Franklin Ave.ﬁl

Family Housing ~ql




