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Couple carving
niche for business

TOPEKA (AP) — Standing sen-
tinel outside of Dr. Donald Clark’s
frontdoor on Southwest 2 1st Street
is atowering totem of St. Francis of
Assisi carved from the trunk of a
historic tree.

But the artwork wasn’t created
with the typical chisels, gouges and
other tools found in woodcarving
studios. The saintly sculpture was
cut with chain saws steered by Pat
and Vicki Langton, of Perry.

“It was a labor of love,” Clark
said.

Clark said the pin oak was dam-
aged by storms over the years, and
he needed to have the top limbs and
trunk cut off to prevent them from
possibly falling on hishome during
severe weather. He had given part
of the discarded trunk to a cabinet
maker. Another portion went to a
Jefferson West High School
teacher, who was interested in the
tree because of its historical value.

“It’s 175 years old,” he said.
“When we took it to the mill and
they cut sections out, the guy esti-
mated this age. It (started growing)
shortly after Lewis and Clark went
west. It predates the Civil War.”

What remained, though, was a
16-foot-tall tree stump sticking out
of the ground in his front lawn. He
got the idea to have the Langtons
carve it after they were recom-
mended by a friend and he saw
some of their other chain saw carv-
ings.

“You have to grant them their ar-
tistic license,” the retired dentist

said. The first thing Pat Langton did
was carve the base of the trunk to
look like stonework.

Next was the image of St. Francis
in his monk’s robe and sporting a
beard, with a squirrel sitting on his
shoulder. But instead of a sparrow
on the saint’s raised hand, Pat
carved a Jayhawk.

“It’s a removable Jayhawk,”
Vicki Langton said. “You put it on
when they are winning.”

Morning glory vines — with
hummingbirds seeking out their
flowers’ nectar — climb the sides of
the trunk. A pair of small bears, a
raccoon, arabbitand an owl take up
space on the totem pole, which is
topped by a flying eagle with a fish
inits claws.

“The birds — they’re there just
because there’s a bird bath nearby.
The fish, because the eagle’s hun-
gry,” he said.

On the back side of the totem is
Kermitthe Frog and a portrait of Pat
carved by his wife, with the
couple’sinitials carved underneath
1t.

Vicki, who learned how to whittle
asachild from her grandfather, said
she was the first to pick up a chain
saw and try her hand at carving im-
ages out of wood. The couple was
in Arkansas about six or seven years
ago and she saw a 3-foot-tall carved
bear that she fell in love with but
didn’tbuy because it was too expen-
sive. Afterthey came home, she told
her husband that she was going to
create her own bear.
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Susan Haines, front, Bev Eicher, middle and Joan Calhoun,
back, planted flowers in front of the sign at Fike Park last week. ers by the sign and the park’s Statue of Liberty.
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TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Members of Pi Gamma, the club plants and takes care of flow-

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory, call Crystal, Jasmine
or John Altman today at 462-3963.

Get On-Line
for Value!

T
nwkansas.com

Call 462-3963 or stop by
155 W. 5th St., Colby

JOHN’S

WELDING

e Welding & Repair
* Field Service
¢ Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin « 462:3939  Sertiorkeree st
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Yesterday,
Tadﬂy and
) Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

1114 Main, Gem {?55} 462 35[}1

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' 785-462-6995 ~

New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Chris & Beth Lewon < 650 N. Grant «

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Colby, KS

800-611-6735

A financial services organization
like no other.
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e Wide range of products * Mutual funds

and services ¢ Health insurance
* Retirement plans ¢ And other benefits James (Jim) Jordan
¢ Annuities of membership Regional Support Associate
o Life insurance Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA
Member-NAFIC

J
c Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 800-756-2139

Registered Representative for securities offered through Thrivent Investment Management, Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S.,
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1665, 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836), a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans. Member NASD. Member SIPC.

20328PB R9-05 2200402670 ©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

FAMILY DENTAL

JES

24 CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
+ Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail. |

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - [IrmsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

K %/ : /‘,};;
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 P 7, CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 gy f‘"» 777777777 QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - o2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ', | ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS (om '#nghts Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4
DISNEY WORLD ~ Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK SUMMER
MEXICO Air & Hotel | sssoo ; 3 VACATIONS NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYSTYVERIN A Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air & Hotel | $740 | 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 | 3| All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA $359 Max 45 and are subject to availability

PerAdull

( )

JEFF HARLOW
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Colby, Kansas 67701

785 443 1082

*Viking & Berning Sewing

COlby Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics
SeW & VaC Clases sNatures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

¢van¢ed Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry ¢ 785-460-7773

Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member
416 State Street, Suite A

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical

situations Atwood, Kansas 67730
requiring (785) 626-3237
unique medical (800) 696-3214
solutions. Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
Residential roofs (785) 462-6908
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Thinking of ways to reduce
your energy costs?

Make your home cost effective with maintenance
free exteriors, save $$ on your next energy bill.
Backed with a lifetime warranty on vinyl windows
&siding, and a 50 year warranty on the metal roof-
ing finish. Many colors to choose from!

+Serving the mid-west since 1974
*Tax Credits...

+3 Generations of Experience
+Elegance and Warmth
*Commitment to Quality and
Service!

+Financing Available WAC
*Free Estimates

Make you home a showplace in your vicinity with
windows, siding or seamless metal roofing.

*Window, siding & roofing may qualify for the 2006
energy credit. Check with your tax advisor!

Call us today!
303-674-5469 or 1-800-405-4961
Don Hern Builders, LLC
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING
RENT IS BASED ON YOUR INCOME!@I
Southpark ﬂl

Apartments
700 S. Franklin Ave ﬁl

Meadowlark
Manor

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.

Elderly & Family Housing Family Housing

. j‘




