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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jer

MUCH WAS
IT AGAIN?

Ty Scott (Sample)

WHAT IS IT ABOUT
WRITING A CHECK THAT
INDUCES SHORT-TERM

MEMORY LOSS?

[EERT

S0 WWKT Do You
THINK WAPPENED 2

DADDY PROBABLY GOT UP To FEED WREN, |32
AND FELL ASLEEP PUTTING HER BACK To BED,
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MOM'S GOING
TO WANT
PIcTURES.

(D 2006, BABY BLVES CARTRERSWIP DIST.
¥?

’M SO HOMESICK, | CAN'T

VIVIAN... 1 HAVE TO TALK
1O You. STAND IT. | LOVE BEING HERE,

8
\ PVE BEEN 5 1 LOVE My J0B, PNE _MADE
ﬁev YOU WOLLD: 3 GooD FRIENDS, BUT | g

AT'S WRONG 2 MISS...

I GUESS YOU'LL BE

NEXT IS WEDDING
TABLE CENTERPIECES.
HANDLING THAT...

BIG PATE TONIGHT,
GARFIELD

I MISS MY
FAMILY.

OH, OKAY...WELL,
PEOPLE LIKE ROSES,
RIGHT2 SO I'LL
GET SOME ROSE

BUSHES...AND
SOME BLUEBERRY

BUSHES...FOR

SHE LIKES HER M
TO SMELL MASCULINE

)

YOU'RE A
SOUTHERNER,
ELIZABETH. LIKE
SO MANY PEOPLE, YOU
CAME TO THE NORTH
LOOKING FOR ADVEN—
~—_ TURE,EXPERIENCE..
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AND SINCE WE WOULDN’T WANT TO
DISTURB THE BIRDS ALREADY
RESIDING IN THE

PART oF ME WANTS TO
!

TO0 LEAVE
AND.

LR
DON'T KNOW IF
YOU'RE. COMING

NOR GOING.

BUSHES...

STAY. PART OF ME WANTS

1 HAVEN'T SHOWERED
IN THREE PAYS!
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THAT
EXPLAINS
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PROCRASTINATORS'
GALA THIS SATL%?DA\/
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WE'D LIKE FOR I COULDN'T POssIBLY NOT A PROBLEM...
YOU TO CATER - PREPARE ANYTHING OUR INVITATIONS
OUR ANNUAL H BY THEN!/ > WON'T BE READY

www.Blondie.com

UNTIL NEXT WEEK

IN MY DAY, YOU
HAD TO BE A

HERO TO GET
A MEDAL

THE PENTAGON
1S TRYING TO
BOOST MORALE,

AND NOW THE TIN STAR FOR
DISTINGUISHED LATRINE PUTY.v

MAYBE T SHOULD BE
LOOKING FOR A LITTLE
MORE EXCITEMENT

IN A RELATIONGHIP
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Cryptoqui
XBTS KLNTLST

JWPPK H
YHPPDKADR XTHILS YTBDSE

ABTN, D KWJILKT DA

RLWPE YT H NDKKDPT ALX.
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: GET A LOAD OF

THOSE SNAKES IN THE DISTANCE MAKING

MISCHIEF. OH WELL, BOAS WILL BE BOAS!

Today’s Cryptoguip Chue: Y equals B
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EUFVVQC GEWIYTV, W

RTBKK CBQCUB YQTUZ

KFA AQT'IB UBDBU-GBFZBZ.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN SOMEONE

PULLS A BALLISTIC WEAPON BEHIND THEM, I

SUPPOSE T COULD BE A MISSILE TOW.

Today's Cryptoguip Clue: D equals V

Crossword
ACROSS 38 Watchful DOWN 19 Law 101
1 Mgmt. 41 Tease 1 — Khan subject
6 Adversary 43 Stitch 2 URL 21 Pitch
9 —de 44 “Smooth part 22 Lemieux
mer Operator” 3 Gym milieu
12 Edam singer develop- 24 Shelter
alterna- 45 Diego ments? 26 Mystery
tive Rivera’s 4 Concept 28 Run the
13 Hostel output 5 Spingarn meeting
14 Harem 47 Cons Medal 30 Part of
room 49 Beauty org. NIMBY
15 Bewil- parlor 6 Leg bone 32 Fights
dered 52 Prior to 7 Respon- 33 Mined-
16 Commo- 53 Take the sibility over
tions cake? 8 USNA matter
18 It often 54 Dag grad. 34 Fresh
breaks Hammar- 9 Anti- 36 Reliable
Wile E.’s skjoéld, quated 38 Phoenix’s
fall e.g. 10 Simpson origin
20 “Spam- 55 Folk- of fashion 39 Hillary’s
alot” song 11 “Star successor
creator mule Wars” 40 Detroit
21 Upto 56 Whatever weapon dud
23 Govt. amount 17 Snazzy 42 Operatic
figure 57 Beginning headgear voice
24 Tier Solution time: 25 mins. 45 Intend
25 Dogfight B[E[T] 46 It's
battlers AlPIE covered
27 Indy SEAL with
entry N | grass ...
29 Take O|VIE| 48...and
umbrage OlEIR so is
D|(G|E .
at this
31 Romano’s o[N| 50 Piece of
TV wife '|3 ; praise
35 — del Sol £fs| 51 Bottom
37 Foolproof Yesterday’s answer 5-26 line
12 3 |4 |5 6 [7 |8 9 |10 |11
12 13 14

15 16

ACROSS 40 See DOWN 13 Whitney’s
1 Having 50-Down 1 It gets engine-
itsups 42 Rue the into hot building
and run water partner
downs? 43 Anger 2 Division 18 “Awe-
6 Tribal 44 Ignore of acrick-  somel!”
emblem the cue et match 21 Unlawful
11 Monterrey  cards 3 Rums- acts
Mrs. 46 Glass of feld’s org. 23 Winter
12 Become NPR 4 Vicinity warmer-
commu- 47 Wood- 5 “— upper
nicative shop Theme,” 25 Dundee
14 Cater to machine from denial
people’s 49 Temper “Doctor 27 Crony
weak- 51 Post- Zhivago” 29 Ten
nesses perfor- 6 Cross- squared
15 Look mance piece 31 Aplomb
16 Kyoto shout fasteners 32 Immoder-
cummer- 52 Heinz 7 Colorful ate
bund Holliger, fish 33 Olfactory
17 Pirate’s for one 8 Hamilton's  offender
cry 53 “— bill 34 Neighbor
19 Can.’s never 9 Provides of Ger.
neighbor believe 10 Granola’s 36 Sour
20 Diatribe me!” kin 37 Separate
22 ‘My 54 Enjoya 11 Fern-to- wheat
Gal —’ TV show be from chaff
23 High- L . 38 Core
lander Solution time: 27 mins. 49 chuck-
24 Incite will’'s- —
26 Passbook : (nocturnal
figure bird)
28 “Go, 44 Cliff dwell-
team!” ing (Var.)
30 Cul-de- 45 Rum cake
— 48 Bambi’'s
31 Mechani- Aunt Ena,
cal e.g.
35 Disinclined 50 With 40-
39 Doggy- Across,
bag fill later
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Family Circus ¢ Bill Keane
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“Let’s say a little prayer that
Mommy doesn’t notice it.”

Bridge — Test Your Play

1. You are declarer with the West
hand at Six Diamonds, and North
leads the king of hearts. How would
you play the hand?

WEST EAST
®10873 dAKQ
Y10 YAB65
*¢AKQIJO 41082
PK 72 PdA53

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Three Notrump, and North
leads the five of clubs, on which
South plays the jack. How would you
play the hand?

WEST EAST
dAKIJI3 MdQI10S5
¥YQ64 $YKI72
*0Q52 ¢K 10064
S#AQI10 63

Test Your Play

1. Win with the ace, ruff a heart with the
jack, cash the ace of diamonds and lead the dia-
mond nine to the ten. If both opponents follow suit,
ruff another heart, play a spade to the queen and
ruff dummy’s last heart with your last trump.

Now lead a club to the ace, cash the eight of dia-
monds (discarding a club) and play the A-K of
spades. If the spades are divided 3-3, or if the jack
falls singleton or doubleton, you make seven; oth-
erwise, you make six.

If youdrew trumps right away instead of ruffing
dummy’s hearts, you would be committing your-
selftoafavorable spade division to make the slam.
Thatis what you’dbe forced to rely on if the trumps
split 4-1, but once you disclose a 3-2 division at
trick four, you are sure of making the slam by
ruffing dummy’s hearts. By scoring six trump
tricks instead of the obvious five, you raise your
total from 11 tricks to 12.

2. The contract can be made no matter how the
North-South cards are distributed, but the proper
procedure must be followed to assure nine tricks.
It would be wrong to lead a heart from your hand
at trick two because you could go down if South
took the jack with the ace and returned a club, and
itturned out that North had the ace of diamonds plus
five orsix clubs to the king, and the opposing hearts
failed to divide 3-3.

The proper play is to lead a spade to the ten at
trick two, followed by a low heart from dummy. If
South has the ace, he cannot profitably play it —
that would give you nine tricks — so let’s assume
he follows low. After you win with the queen, you
lead the jack of spades to the queen and return alow
diamond. Again South must duck if he holds the
ace, giving you eight tricks, and you then revert to
hearts to nail down number nine.

The outcome is the same if North has either or
both red aces, as he cannot safely return a club af-
ter taking either ace.

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
@90 R]3
YKK8842
®K 54
*®] 63
WEST EAST
® 754 @® 1062
YQ10963 v)
€ 10972 € AQI863
*» 5 £0Q 102
SOUTH
DAKQ]J
®$A7S5
’_

P+ AKO8874
The bidding:

South West North East
1 & Pass 1 ¥ 2 &
3 @ Pass 3 NT Pass
4 e Pass 5 o Pass
6

Opening lead —— ten of diamonds.

The Battle for Survival

To succeed atbridge, a player must possess the
capacity to shrug off an adverse development and
get on with the business at hand. Lacking this ca-
pacity, the player might easily overlook a means
of overcoming the initial misfortune.

Consider this deal where South bid aggressively
to reach a reasonable six-club contract. Declarer
ruffed the opening diamond lead after following
low from dummy, then cashed the A-K of clubs.

When West showed out on the second trump
lead, South appeared to have two certain losers, a
club and a heart. But rather than dwell on the un-
friendly trump split, declarer instead focused his
attention on trying to find a way to salvage his
contract.

In due course, he hit on a distinct possibility,
made more likely by East’s overcall and the fact
that he had already turned up with three clubs: If
Eastheld fewer than two hearts, the slam could still
be made.

Accordingly, declarer next cashed three spades,
and when East followed to all three, South knew
he was almost home. Now came the key play —
at trick seven, the ace of hearts was cashed, set-
ting the stage for the coup de grace.

Having reduced East’s hand to five diamonds
and the queen of clubs, declarer exited with aclub,
forcing East to win and return adiamond. In prac-
tice Eastled the ace, ruffed by South. Dummy was
then entered with the king of hearts, and a heart
was discarded on the king of diamonds to make
the slam.

Observe thatif declarer had not cashed the heart
ace before putting East in with the club, East could
have exited safely with a heart. Also, if South had
taken the king of hearts at any point prior to throw-
ing East on lead, there would have been no entry
in dummy to reach the king of diamonds after it
became established.




