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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

 Pre-emptive Defense
    Assume you hold the West hand and declarer gets to
four hearts as shown. You lead the K-Q of clubs, everyone
following suit, and the question is what to do next.
   It seems normal to continue with the ace of clubs, which
certainly looks harmless enough, but if you do you will re-
gret it later on.
South will ruff and play the ace of trumps, learning that
your partner started with all the missing trumps. He then
makes the contract by leading a spade to dummy’s ace
and finessing the ten of hearts, losing only two clubs and a
diamond.
    However, the best play at trick three is a low spade! The
chief purpose of the spade shift is to try to force declarer to
play dummy’s ace of spades before he discovers that all
the outstanding trumps are in one hand. You know that, but
declarer doesn’t — and you should try to take advantage
of this knowledge by leading a spade at trick three instead
of an innocuous third round of clubs. (If South has the queen
of spades, it is unlikely the spade shift will cost anything.)
   t must be granted that if you shift to a spade at trick three,
declarer might see through your scheme and finesse the
ten of trumps at trick four. However, players capable of doing
this are few and far between. Besides, you shouldn’t be
playing bridge against people that smart!
   The bidding strongly suggests that South’s trump hold-
ing is something like the one he actually has, or possibly
an eight-card suit headed by the A-K-J. The best way of
dealing with either of these possibilities is by compelling
South to commit himself before he finds out what the situ-
ation really is.

   Tomorrow: There’s only one right play.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

                      Famous Hand
The year Edgar Kaplan won the Life Masters Individual

(1957), he also reported the tournament for the Bridge World
magazine.

 The Individual is a special type of event where the partici-
pants take turns playing with each other, as contrasted with
pair and team con tests where you play steadily with a partner
of your own choice.

 Naturally, when you play with a succession of strange part-
ners, some of whom might have wild flights of fancy, almost
anything can happen — and does. As Kaplan commented in
his report:

There are three factors in the winning of this event: You must
play reasonably well; you need a lot of fortitude; and you must
be enormously lucky. Luck is the theme of this article, as it
should be in one about the Individual.”

After describing several hands in which he was both lucky
and unlucky, Kaplan discussed the ac companying hand,
which came up near the end of the final session.

“This was the luckiest of all.
As South, I hold no brief for my partner’s three-notrump bid,

although it won the tournament for me. I had done my darndest
to scream that my hand was worthless except at clubs. But
there I was at three notrump.

  “I won the heart queen in dummy, East’s king falling. I led
the nine of clubs (not the seven) to my king, and West put on
the ace. West shifted to a low diamond, and the jack forced
the ace. A diamond return rode to the king. Now I led a club,
finessed the eight and made ten tricks for a top.

“You see, I was lucky enough to have Norman Kay on my
left, in the West position. Never in his life has Norman been
guilty of so bad a play as winning the first club if he could hold
up, so the finesse was marked.

 “Obviously, the secret of winning Individuals is to make sure
that your opponents are more expert than your partners.”


