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DEAR ABBY: I am a woman in
my 30s. When I was in high school,
a male teacher sexually abused me.
After my parents and I went to the
authorities about it, it became
widely known. The teacher re-
signed, and the case was dismissed.
However, like many high school
students are, my peers were cruel
and insisted it was my fault. Many
of them seemed to think I had
brought it on myself.

I have since received several
years of therapy. I have moved on
with my life, and I’m happy. I am
being married in the fall, and I’m
now a teacher myself, dedicated to
protecting my students.

My high school reunion is com-
ing up, and I’d like to go. I’ve lost
track of several friends from high
school, and I’d like to see “where
everyone is at” in their lives.

My problem is I’m afraid to see
the cruel people who made my life
so difficult back then. I’m afraid
they will bring up the subject. I want
to forget about it and continue mov-
ing on with my life. What do you
think I should do?

— FRIGHTENED BUT
CURIOUS IN ILLINOIS

DEAR FRIGHTENED BUT
CURIOUS: It’s important that
you remember that you are no
longer the inexperienced young
woman who was victimized by
that sexual predator. Contact the
reunion committee and inquire if
the former classmates you want to
see plan to attend. (If they don’t,
you may not want to go.) If they
do, then go to the reunion, recon-
nect and have a good time. And if
any of the others are so insensitive
as to raise the subject of your
abuse, inform them that it took
years for you to get over the dam-
age that teacher did, and the
trauma they perpetuated because

of their cruel and ignorant gossip.
Say you don’t care to discuss it,
then change the subject.

DEAR ABBY: Can you please
settle our question about what is
proper attire for church? Are short
shorts, tube tops and flip-flops suit-
able for a house of worship?

— DISMAYED IN MARYS-
VILLE, MICH.

DEAR DISMAYED: I was
raised that a person should dress
“respectfully” in the house of the
Lord. That means fully shod and
covered up enough so that it
doesn’t distract the other wor-
shippers.

 However, dress codes have
been greatly relaxed in recent de-
cades. Each congregation has its
own standards and, in the final
analysis, it is up to the clergy-
person and governing body to
decide what is or is not appropri-
ate.

DEAR READERS: A group of
distinguished geriatric psychia-
trists is interested in learning
about the experiences of seniors in
getting help for mental and emo-
tional problems. (Geriatric psy-
chiatrists are doctors who special-
ize in older patients.) They would
welcome information such as how
older people feel about mental
health problems, where you seek
help for them, what you feel needs
to be done to improve services,

and whether you’d like more
mental health services than you
are getting now.

If you care to share this infor-
mation, please direct your letters
to: Dr. Gene Cohen, Center on
Aging, Health and Humanities,
10225 Montgomery Ave., Ken-
sington, MD 20895, or e-mail:
dcagingcenter@aol.com. (Dr.
Cohen is director of the center.)

P.S. If you would like to “vent,”
they’re ready to hear it.

DEAR ABBY: I met a very kind
man about two months ago. From
then on, we saw each other twice a
week at group get-togethers. He
would always lead me away from
the others, talking to me and flirting
with me. He’s very forward. He is
always touching me, putting his
arms around me — and he asked me
for my phone number the second
time I saw him.

We have still been hanging out,
but I found out he has a girlfriend!
He doesn’t know that I know. When
I pull back from his touching me, he
asks me why. Is it possible that he
doesn’t have a girlfriend? Or is he
just one of those guys who will flirt
with anyone — including me?

— ANONYMOUS
DEAR ANONYMOUS: Al-

though it’s possible that he does
not have a girlfriend, it is more
likely that he does. Ask the people
who have told you he has a girl-
friend for more information
about her — like her name and
phone number — and give her a
call. Remember: If he’d cheat on
her, he would do it to you. And the
next time you see this Romeo and
he hits on you — because that’s
what he’s doing — tell him you’d
consider it if he were eligible, but
he’s already taken, and then go
back to the group.
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      There’s Only One Right Play
    Let’s say you’re declarer in four spades and
West leads a heart. You win with the king and draw
three rounds of trumps. Since you have an inevi-
table heart loser, you must now try to avoid losing
three club tricks.
    If you play the ace and a low club — hoping
the suit divides 3-3 or that either opponent has
the doubleton king — you go down one against
proper defense.
    But if you play the clubs more carefully, you
make the contract. After cashing the ace of clubs,
you should continue with the queen rather than
the deuce. This slight modification in the play
yields a much more satisfying result. West’s king
and East’s ten fall on the same trick, so you lose
only two clubs instead of three.
    It might be argued that playing the queen is
right if you see all four hands, but that there is no
justification for playing the queen if you see only
two hands.
      It is not difficult to refute this argument. Obvi-
ously, if the opposing clubs are divided 3-3, it
makes no difference whether you lead the deuce
or the queen.
    But if the clubs are divided 4-2, the card you
play will frequently make a difference. Since the
player holding the doubleton will be dealt J-x or
10-x twice as often as K-x, it is clearly better to
play the queen than the deuce.
    Finding the proper percentage play of the queen
is by no means a complicated mathematical
proposition. It’s plain common sense, that’s all.

   Tomorrow: Haste makes waste.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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