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The girls of summer league

By John Van Nostrand
Colby Free Press

Danielle LeClair will finally
know what it is like to go to school
and play softball at the same time.

LeClair, from Norton, accepted a
scholarship to play softball next
year at Colby Community College.
LeClair has not played high school
softball because Norton High does
nothave a program. LeClair gained
her experience and skills playing in
recreational summer leagues most
recently in Hill City, 35 miles south
of Norton.

“She played with me through
Sweet Thunder,” said Colby soft-
ball coach Carl Adams. Adams
coaches Sweet Thunder, a girls soft-
ball league played during the sum-
mer. LeClair, 18, started playing in
12 and younger leagues.

Norton has tried to start a softball
program, but there were issues and
softball never developed.

“Some were afraid it would com-
pete with track,” she said.

So LeClair returned to the sum-
mer league.

Adams said those who play in
summer leagues are worth consid-
ering to play college ball.

“It shows some commitment to
those who want to get better,” he
said. “I put more weight on summer
ball because of better competition.”

Adams said, there is a difference
of play between high school softball
and summer league softball.

“In high school softball, you can
play with justafew seniors and have
more younger kids,” he said.

Typically, Adams said summer
leagues have more older, more ex-
perienced players, like juniors and
seniors who play in high school.
Not every high school player plays
in summer leagues.

The number of games played be-
tween a high school and summer
league player vary too. For ex-
ample, Colby High had 11 oppo-

Danielle LeClair of Norton signed a letter of intent to play softball
at Colby Community College. LeClair has not played high school
softball because Norton does nothave ateam. LeClair playsin sum-
mer recreation league, a pool of talent according to Colby coach

Carl Adams.

nents on its 2006 schedule. If all
were doubleheaders, that is a total
of 22 games. Adams said some sum-
mer league players play many more
games because of the longer sched-
ule.

“I usually play every weekend
starting in June,” LeClair said.
“And there are weekend-long tour-
naments.”

LeClair is aware most of the
women on Colby’s roster will share
their high school game memories
among each other.

“I am a little nervous because of
what they had with their high school
experience. But I’m still excited to
play.”

LeClair won’t be the only player
on the Trojan roster without high

Brewster’s Gilley to play in

Branson Gilley of Brewster has
been selected to play for the Divi-
sion II West Squad at the 21st An-
nual 8-Man All-Star game.

The game will be played at 1 p.m.
Saturday at Trojan Field in Beloit.

Gilley’s football honors include
being named all league quarterback
and defensive back and honorable
mention all state.

Brewster was regional runner up
for two years and Western Kansas
Liberty League runner-up.

Gilley’s other sports honors in-
clude state basketball tournament
for two years, second at state track
in the 4x800 meter relay and sev-
enth in the 4x400 meter relay; all
league honors three years in foot-
ball and state powerlifting three

Jance McKee places fourth

Jance McKee of Brewster placed
fourth at the 1 A State Golf Tourna-
ment played May 22 at the Quail
Ridge Golf Course in Winfield.

Ninety golfers played. McKee
was the top individual at Regionals
earning him the right to play at
state.

After an hour delay due to pass-
ing storms, play started but only
three holes were played when an-
other lightning delay was called.
Play resumed 40 minutes later
McKee and teed off on 18 at about

9 p.m. In order for McKee’s group
to finish, an official had to stand
next to the cup and spotters had to
be placed ahead of the golfers in
order for the golfers to see the cup
and find their ball.

McKee’s after dark finish found
him in fourth place with a score of
83.

Zack Rockey of Udall won the
tournament with a score of 81.

Lane Green of Argonia and Tan-
ner Coble of Olpe tied for second
with a score of 82.

Sports Briets

By The Associated Press

TENNIS

PARIS (AP) — Irritated by the
home crowd’s heckling, James
Blake took the unusual step of in-
viting a spectator out of the stands
to see for himself that one of French
teen Gael Monfils’ shots landed out.

Intruth, Blake’s biggest obstacle
Sunday was Monfils himself, a 6-
foot-3 blur on the baseline who ad-
vanced to the fourth round with a 6-
2,6-7(2),7-6 (1), 5-7, 6-4 victory
over thelast U.S. manin the French
Open. Venus Williams is now the
only American still playing.

After making 19 unforced errors
in the first set against No. 7 Patty
Schnyder, Williams came back to
win 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, with a lot of suc-
cess at the net. Had Williams lost,
there would have been zero Ameri-
cans in the quarterfinals at Roland
Garros for the first time in the 38-
year Open era.

Her quarterfinal opponent will be
17-year-old Nicole Vaidisova of the
Czech Republic, a big hitter who
eliminated No. 1 Amelie Mauresmo
6-7(5),6-1,6-2. Maria Sharapova,
apossible semifinal opponent, blew
a5-1lead in the third set and lost 7-
5,2-6, 7-5 to Dinara Safina.

Top-ranked Roger Federer
moved a step closer to completing
anoncalendar Grand Slam by beat-

ing No. 20 Tomas Berdych 6-3, 6-
2, 6-3, setting up a quarterfinal
against No. 12 Mario Ancic.<

GOLF

DUBLIN, Ohio (AP) — Handy
with the wedge and hot with the
putter, Carl Pettersson picked up a
prestigious trophy, a salute from
Jack Nicklaus and a welcome break
from U.S. Open qualifying by win-
ning the Memorial on Sunday.

Pettersson turned a potential bo-
gey into birdie by chipping inon the
par-5 11th and got up-and-down on
three straight holes to eliminate any
suspense at Muirfield Village, clos-
ing witha 1-under 71 for atwo-shot
victory over Brett Wetterich and
Zach Johnson.

It was the second PGA Tour vic-
tory for the 28-year-old Swede, and
sweetredemption forhow his week
began.

Pettersson was No. 51 in the
world ranking, missing by one-hun-
dredth of a point getting into the top
50 and earning an exemption into
the U.S. Open. He had planned to go
through a 36-hole qualifier the day
after the Memorial, but his second
victory over the last 12 months was
enough to get him to Winged Foot.

ST. LOUIS (AP) — This is a
much larger challenge for the St.
Louis Cardinals: Albert Pujols will
be out indefinitely with a strained
muscle on his right side.
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