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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

    Many squeezes come ready-made, but in some deals
declarer must do some advance preparation to create the
required position.
     Here is a typical case. West leads the king of diamonds
and shifts to the king of spades, taken by South with the
ace. At first glance, it seems declarer must sooner or later
lose a heart trick and go down one. But actually, given the
bidding, he is a strong favorite to make the slam.
    West almost surely has five spades for his overcall, and
all declarer needs in addition is for West to have the king of
hearts. In that case, with proper play a squeeze is certain to
develop against him later on.
    Accordingly, at trick three declarer leads a trump to
dummy’s eight, ruffs a spade, then plays a trump to the
nine and ruffs another spade. The purpose of the spade
ruffs is to exhaust East of spades and so place the burden
of guarding against dummy’s nine solely on West.
    Declarer then plays four more rounds of trumps to bring
about this position:

Your right-hand opponent deals and bids One
Heart, neither side vulnerable. What would you
bid with each of the following four hands?

   1. [S] 742 [H] 6 [D] AKJ3 [C] AKQ95
   2. [S] AQ83 [H] QJ74 [D] A6 [C] KJ6
   3. [S] 4 [H] 8 [D] AKQJ752 [C] AJ85
   4. [S] A8 [H] Q752 [D] AK [C] J7643

 1. Double. The best way to show the strength of
this hand is to double. An overcall of two clubs
would not adequately address the game possi-
bilities and might lead to missing a good game
contract in spades, diamonds, clubs or even
notrump.
     It is true that a takeout double of one major
suit tends to imply good support for the other,
but this does not mean that such support is abso-
lutely guaranteed. The more important consider-
ation is to show the general strength of a hand,
and the double in this case serves that purpose
best. You plan to bid two clubs next over partner’s
anticipated spade response and in that way show
your extra values.
2. One notrump. The choice here lies between a
double and an overcall of one notrump. The
notrump bid is preferred because it shows in one
fell swoop your point count and balanced distri-
bution.
      A double could lead to trouble. If, for ex-
ample, partner responded with two clubs or two
diamonds, you would be faced with a difficult
problem. A pass could easily turn out to be wrong,
and a rebid of two notrump would be dangerous
opposite a partner who might have no values. The
one-notrump overcall delivers the full message,
and does so at the lowest possible level.
3. Five diamonds. This is not the type of hand
with which you leave the opponents room to ex-
change information at a low level. The leap to
five diamonds is a tactical measure from both an
offensive and defensive standpoint. It serves as
a two-edged sword.
     For example, if the opponents have a good fit
in spades, they will have a tough time finding it
at the five level. Also, if the opponents pass or
double, it might turn out that five diamonds will
make or go down a trick or two, while the oppo-
nents could have made four or five hearts or
spades.
 4. Pass. Lacking adequate support for spades and
diamonds, it would be wrong to double, and it
would be equally dangerous to overcall in clubs
with such a shabby suit. The best action is to pass
and hope the opponents get into trouble.

   Tomorrow: Isolating the menace.
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 South now leads his last trump, and West is
helpless. If he discards a spade, declarer discards
a heart from dummy; if West discards a heart,
declarer discards a spade from dummy. Either
way, South scores the last two tricks and makes
the slam.

   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

East
[H] J 10 9

South
[H] Q 7
[C] 7

North
[S] 9
[H] A 8

West
[S] Q
[H] K 6


