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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

CAN YOU BELIEVE
PINK POLO SHIRTS
FOR MEN ARE BACK
IN STYLE?

Baby Blues

I KNOW. THOSE
WENT OUT WHEN
WE WERE IN HIGH
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JESSE, | NEVER FORGET
My FRIENDS AND |
NENER FORGET A PROMISE.
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FEESHA WANTS TO OMEOVER,

BUT T ALREADY INVITED ASHLEY,
FEeSHA AND ASHLEY GET ALONS,
BUT ONLY \F INE PLAY ¥ACKBALL,
JOMP RoPE OR
MONOROLY,
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BIRTHDAY CANDLES...

INSTEAP OF ALL THOSE

Blondie ® Chic Young

¥ WE DECIDED TO USE JUST ONE
: 7O REPRESENT YOUR AGE!

{ JULIUS, I CAME BY TO
APOLOGIZE FOR THE ARGUMENT
WE HAD THIS MORNING
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YES, SNIFF, [ EVEN
HAD TO GO OUT AND
BUY THIS TO CURE
My DEPRESSION
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WHAT A GREAT
EVENING FOR

HUNPRELS OF
KIDSINTHERE!

IMGOINGTO
KILL HIM!

MORNING, GUYS! ARE YOU READY
FOR SOME SOFTBALLZ2!2
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USUALLY ON GAME DAY DAD JUST
SITS OUTSIDE AND PUTS HIS HEAD

WV AMAZING WHAT
A WINNING

Lost son losing support from family

DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-
ried to “John” for 18 years. We have
two children. Four years ago, he
found outthathe hasasonayearand
ahalfolder than our oldest. My chil-
dren welcomed “Ricky” and so did
I. Now the problem:

John wants us to treat Ricky like
family, but Ricky doesn’t have to
treat us like family. We never hear
from this child; only my husband
talks to him. When Ricky visits,
John waits on him hand and foot and
acts like the perfect father. He pre-
tends he doesn’t hear Ricky make
rude comments about me and my
children. Ricky can tell John that
one of my children — or I — said
something to upset him, and it is
automatically our fault, no ques-
tions asked. If Ricky wants money,
I'am not consulted. I am told we are
sending it — regardless of the
amount. [understand John may feel
guilty for not being in Ricky’s life
all those years, but that’s not our
fault. I think that if Ricky doesn’t
acceptus, then we should be left out
of it. But when he comes here, John
wants us all to be present. Why
should we be there for the rude com-
ments? If [ say anything about it,
JohnsaysIdon’tlove his child.Ino
longer say anything when he visits,
afraid of being yelled at for not be-
ing “fair” to Ricky. I can’t get John
to see that my children and I want to
be part of both their lives, but with-
out walking on eggshells. Help!

— TRYING

DEAR TRYING: You have al-
ready been far more tolerant than
many spouses would have been.
When John accused you of not
“loving” his child, you should
haveresponded: “You have made
it very hard for any of us to love
himbecause you tolerate hisrude-
ness to me and our children. And
further,Idon’tlike the person you

Bridge
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3@ Dble 3NT 4 &
Pass Pass 4 NT Pass
Se Dble
Opening lead — ace of spades.

Famous Hand

If you look at all four hands, it seems impos-

become when he’s around.” Yes,
your husband may be overcom-
pensating for the years he never
knew the boy existed, but has it
occurred to you — and John —
that perhaps the boy is punishing
you for having ‘had’’ his father all
those years, not to mention ma-
nipulating John? Before this un-
healthy situation goes further, I
strongly recommend that you,
your husband and Ricky have
some sessions with a mental
health professional who special-
izes in family therapy. Your mar-
riage could depend on it.

DEARABBY:Iama?25-year-old
female who is frustrated with people
asking me about my love life. I am
successful at work, own my own car
and home, and have a great social
circle. When I’m talking with both
males and females during introduc-
tions, one thing always comes up.
“You’re too pretty to be single! I'm
sure you can hook a man.”

I don’t know how to respond po-
litely to this. I have gone on many
dates where men become obsessive
and controlling, and I end it very
quickly at the first signs of this be-
havior.

— SINGLE AND SUCCESS-
FUL IN CONNECTICUT

DEAR SINGLE AND SUC-
CESSFUL: When someone tells
you you’re too pretty to be single,
respond by smiling and saying
“thank you.” (I’m sure it’s in-

tended as a compliment.) And

. . when they comment about your

Ablgall ability to ‘“hook’ a man, tell them

Van Buren that’sexactly what you plan to do

when you meet the right one, but

PY so far you haven’t met him. Then

Dear change the subject by asking the
Abby questioners about themselves.

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Craig,” and T have agreed toletyou
settle an argument. We have been
married for seven years. Craig was
married to his previous wife, “Char-
lotte,” for 12 years. Since their di-
vorce, Charlotte is invited to — and
attends — all of his family’s func-
tions and holiday gatherings, as is
my husband, but I am not.

Craig has told his parents that
Charlotte’s presence makes him
uncomfortable, but they said she
will “always be their daughter” and
they can invite whomever they
choose.

I'don’t think Craig should attend
these gatherings with his ex-wife,
but he accuses me of being selfish
becauseifhedoesn’t go, he will miss
out on his family’s events. He says
if I don’t want him there with her,
thenIshould “crash” the events and
show up uninvited and unwel-
comed. Who is right?

— SNUBBED IN PORT-
LAND, ORE.

DEAR SNUBBED: It would be
interesting to know more about
how your husband’s first mar-
riage ended, because that may be
whathasinfluenced your in-laws’
decision not to accept you into the
family. However, as it stands, you
are already experiencing enough
problems without crashing his
parents’ gatherings, and 1
strongly advise against it. Your
husband is selfish to ignore your
feelings and go without you, but
hey — that’s the doll you married.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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sible to make five diamonds. Declarer apparently
must lose two club tricks, as well as a heart, and
go down one.

But when the deal was played in the match be-
tween Taiwan and Austria at the 1972 World
Bridge Olympiad, Patrick Huang of Taiwan made
the contract.

It is true he was assisted by the opening lead
of the ace of spades, which was induced by East’s
four-spade bid.

However, this lead by itself did not present Huang
with the contract; he still had to play his cards
correctly.

After ruffing the spade ace, Huang drew two

rounds of trumps, ending in his hand, and then
led the nine of hearts, putting West on the horns
of a dilemma.
Had West followed low, declarer would have won
the heart with the king, discarded his queen of
hearts on the king of spades, and later lost two
club tricks to bring the contract home.

In practice, however, West took the nine of
hearts with the ace and returned a heart to South’s
queen. With dummy’s king of spades and king of
hearts now available to furnish two club discards,
Huang eventually lost only one club trick after lead-
ing a club toward dummy'’s king. Making five dia-
monds doubled was worth 550 points.

The contract would have failed had West led
a trump, a heart or a club originally. However, the
actual ace-of-spades lead gave declarer an ad-
vantage in the play from which the defenders could
not escape, and Huang made the most of it.

Tomorrow: South does it with finesse.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Saturday’s  Cryptoquip:  REALITY SHOW

ABOUT SOMEBODY WHO SITS AROUND DOING

NOTHING ALL DAY: “AMERICAN IDLE”

Today’s Cryptoquip Cloe; F equals Y

“l found out what that rattle was.”

Crossword

ACROSS 40 —outa 59 Stick with 11 Taj Mahal

1 Lustrous living a kick city
black 41 Door 16 Have a

4 Japanese handle DOWN bug
cartoon- 43 Made 1 Exemplar 20 Manage
ing style amends of somehow

9 Support 45 Slander patience 21 Whippet's
system? 47 Old 2 Blunder wagger

12 Raw rock man 3 Shirt 22 Assistant

13 Short 48 Old shape 23 It
letters Gilory’s 4 Short may be

14— U.S. home sock continen-
Pat. Off. (Abbr.) 5 Continu- tal

15 Danger- 49 Disinte- ous 27 Remuner-
ously fast gration 6 Resident ation

17 Corn 54 Fool (Suffix) 29 Sneaker
spike 55 Run off 7 Center of brand

18 They, in to wed activity 30 Coaster
Toulouse 56 Chart 8 Igloo 32 “—

19 17-year format denizen Karenina”
locust 57 Realtor’s 9 Neither 34 Tweak

21 Legal offering profit further
pad 58 Land- nor 37 Gloomy

24 Uncon- lord’s lose 39 Puts on
trollable fees 10 Peruse the line

25 It's good 42 “Mr. Tele-
for a Solution time: 24 mins. vision”
breather 44 Peculiar

26 Upper 45 Two-way
area 46 Old

28 Uncloses gasoline

31 Notion name

33 Golf 50 Very
statistic long

35 Satan’s D = time
forte E U 51 Choose

36 Inclines E N 52 Victory

38 Agreer’s 2 E 53 Butterfly
word Saturday’s answer 6-19 catcher
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