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Some farmers trade tractors for animals

HOPKINTON, R.I. (AP) —
Metal clinks againstrocks in the soil
as four of Jim Cherenzia’s horses
pull his harrow through seven acres
of hay.

Cherenziarides behind in asmall
cart, rolling gently as the soil
cultivator’s blades cut into the dirt.
The air fills with the sounds of the
creaking harrow, harness bells and
occasional soft snorts as the proces-
sion moves steadily through the
field.

“There’s nothing more enjoyable
than plowing hay with a horse,”
Cherenzia said.

He is among a small but dedi-
cated group of farmers who use ani-
mals rather than machines to do
work around the farm. While they
embrace modern conveniences in
other parts of their lives, they say
shunning tractors helps the environ-
ment and saves money on gas.

Cherenzia uses Percherons —
large, sturdy war horses originally
bred in France — to plow and
spread manure. Over the years, he
has used them to log, bale hay and
plantcorn, and in warm weather, he
hitches them to carriages for wed-
dings and other events.

“Tractor’s probably a whole lot
more sensible,” said Cherenzia,
who owned one briefly in the 1970s.

“But I'm trying to make some nice
horses too. And it’s enjoyable.”

The U.S. Census Bureau stopped
tracking the number of farms using
animal power after 1960, when it
counted 4.7 million tractors and 3
million horses and mules used for
work.

Today, there’s no good estimate
on the number of farmers using
draft animals like horses, mules,
and oxen, but it’s probably tens of
thousands, said Leah Patton of the
4,500-member American Donkey
and Mule Society.

Tim Huppe, who owns
BerryBrook Farm and BerryBrook
Ox Supply in Farmington, N.H.,
estimated there are 3,500 oxen
teams in New England.

“Alotof small farmers don’t want
tractors leaking on their land,”
Huppe said. “If you look at the
whole package, you’re not buying
any petroleum, and all the waste, the
manure, goes back on the land.”

Animals are not always cheaper,
but small farmers can come out
ahead in some ways, said Chet
Kendall, a farmer and economics
professor at Brigham Young Uni-
versity-Idaho. A fifth-generation
fruit farmer, he began studying the
economics of draft animals after
using them on his farm in North
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The more you use the trac-
tor, the less it’s worth.”

Gail Damerow
Gainesboror, Tenn, farmer

Ogden, Utah.

Kendall, 53, once used a tractor,
but traded it for horses to keep his
four children involved in the fam-
ily business. His 15-year-old son, he
said, “definitely had a preference
for coming out and working with
the horses.”

Large, commercial farms require
machines that can work around the
clock without tiring. But unlike
tractors, animals reproduce. They
cost a few thousand dollars or less
and can be used for plowing in the
spring, hay rides in the fall and log-
ging in the winter.

Machines depreciate, while ani-
mals can be trained and sold at a
profit.

“The more you use the tractor, the
less it’s worth. The more you use a
horse, the more it’s worth,” said
Gail Damerow, a farmer and editor
of Rural Heritage magazine in
Gainesboro, Tenn.

As gas prices increase, Damerow
said she’s fielded more questions
from farmers who want to use their

animals for more tasks.

John Trombley, 53, of Carney,
Mich., hashad horses and mules for
several years and uses them to cul-
tivate his field and pull a wagon. He
also takes teams to church on Sun-
days, saving on gas.

“It’s fun, and it never hurts to save
a few dollars at the same time,” he
said.

Driving animals makes eco-
nomic sense only if farmers have
enoughland — about40 acres — to
grow food for them, he said. Other-
wise, they have to pay for commer-
cially grown hay.

Trombley, who also teaches math
and computers, said the animals
give him a break from the hectic
pace of modern life. He turns off his
cell phone when he climbs onto the
wagon and rides back to a simpler
time.

“IfI come home from school,” he
said, “and it’s been a stressful day,
the best thing for me to do is hook
up the team and go for aride. In 15
minutes, the stress is gone.”

Biking Across Kansas
ends 500-mile journey

ARMA (AP) — Bicyclistsonan
annual trek across Kansas ended
their 500-mile journey after a
week that took bicyclists through
nine host cities.

Biking Across Kansas ended
Saturday in Arma. Bicyclists had
stopped overnight in Girard, then
took a 25 mile round-trip to the
state line and back.

“I see alot of exhausted faces,”
Charlie Summers, Biking Across
Kansas executive director, said as
he looked out on Arma City Park,
where the riders had gathered.

Summers, who has ridden on
the tour every year since 1978,
said it was one of the hardest trips
the group has done.

This year’s trip began June 9
and 10 with 800 bicyclists at
Johnson City, near the Colorado
border.

Biking Across Kansas began in
1975, and the route, although it
varies, generally goes from west to
east, so riders have help from the
wind.

But Summers said riders on this
year’sride faced a strong east wind
on the second day and the ride

from Satanta to Ashland was 85
miles.

Still, he noted, others had re-
called harder trips. “Soit’s in the
eye of the beholder,” Summers
said.

From Ashland, bicyclists went
to Medicine Lodge, then
Clearwater, then Burden, fol-
lowed by Neodesha and Girard.

AtArma City Park, bikes were
strewn on the grass and rental
trucks waited to haul away the
bikes and luggage.

Bicyclists and their families
lined up around the park’s perim-
eter to wait for Chicken
Annie’s.

Sharon and Gary Branson, of
Ozawkie, sat with their 14-year-
old grandson, Cole, in the grass,
finishing their chicken.

“The whole family came down
to pick us up,” said Sharon
Branson, who became involved
with the event in 2001. Her hus-
band started the year before and
Cole started when he was 11.

“You can’t hardly explain it to
someone who hasn’tdoneit,” she
said.
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550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

low rates.

Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

3

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

www.fbfs.com

JOHN’S

WELDING

* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
+ Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS

785-694-3553

leave message

What'’s yours is theirs...or is it?
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your plan. Call today.
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Without a proper estate protection strategy, your
loved ones may not receive all you've worked so
hard to achieve. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

can help ensure your assets pass according to

..........
.....................

J
C Thrivent Financial for Lutheranse

Neither Thrivent Financial for Lutherans nor its respective associates provide legal or tax advice.
For complete details, consult with your tax advisor or attorney.
21384B R5-03 200301466 ©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139

New Beginnings

Counseling

Services
Douglas Finley, LMSW

Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Evening Appointments

Looking to buy used Grasshoppers?
Looking to sell a used Grasshopper?

Go to
http://www.brownandtanusedzeroturnmowers.com
Or contact

kay67107 @yahoo.com

Available M-F 8-6;

Taylor

1000 Taylor Ave.

COMPLETE

AUTO DETAILING

785-460-3317; 800-834-2338; www.taylor-motors.com

Sat. by appointment

MOTORS

e Colby, KS 67701

Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Frankin « 462-3939  Setyerioroe o
&
INSURANCE AGENCY
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Yesterday,
Today, and
Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

f‘%‘éﬂf CARE

Opgv®

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D D. S

\Colby, Kansas 67701

~

JEFF HARLOW

CeII 785 443- 1082

‘“,anced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

Rory Henry e

785-460-7773

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-35011

» Tree Removal & Trimming * Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

AL 7
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 ',\/“/, CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 e e QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 e RS WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 “ W ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS pom lonigns Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Ar&Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK SUMMER
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$800 1 3 VACATIONS NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,060 | 5
ALASKAN CRUISE CYSYYNERIN A Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 ! 3! " -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P 336159 {Max 45 and are subject to availability
er it

ATuurs Grnups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing
Machines ®Vacuums *Fabrics

SeW & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
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Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' 785-462-6995 ~

' New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Chris & Beth Lewon < 650 N. Grant *

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Colby, KS

800-611-6735

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

<. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

N

Meadowlark
Manor

600 S. Mission Ridge Ave.
Elderly & Family Housing
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> AFFORDABLE HOUSING
RENT IS BASED ON YOUR |NCOME!%I

Southpark 'ﬁl
Apartments
700 S. Franklin Ave.ﬁ

Family Housing ﬂ

Let advertising work for you!!!
Call Jasmine or Crystal today

462-3963



