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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

COOPER,
WHAT ARE YOU
WEARING?

NO, BUT IF THE

TO ME.

Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jer

CUSTOMERS THINK 1
DO, THEY'LL BE LESS
LIKELY TO BE RUDE

o

4

THERE'S NOTHING
LIKE THE FEAR OF A
SPONTANEOUS ROUND-
HOUSE KICK TO KEEP

PEOPLE IN LINE.

T

T THINK
YOU'VE FINALLY
GONE OVER THE
EDGE, COOP.

WHAT
ARE YOU
LOOKING

Ty Scott (Sample)

DID T sAY
SOMETHING
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WE JUST PIDN'T EXPECT.. GULP! L T MEAN |3
EVERTHING SOUNDS REALLY GoOD,

BWM—/_—\—\T/ 3

AN
USED To PANING,

RIGUT?

M MAKING ONE T00. PM GONNA
GNE \T 10 YoU AT THE FEAST!
WE ALWAYS HAVE A FEAST
WHEN SOMEBOoDY WE REALLY,
REALLY LIKE GOES AWAY.

:rissz’sl AUNTIE HAS A GIFT

FOR. YoU

LLEN, YOU'RE

E
NOT SUPPOSED TO TELL.

5AYS YOU'RE PUE FOR
YOUR ANNUAL CHECKODLP

PO YO0 KNOW WHAT
THAT MEANS?

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN

SOMEONE YoU DON'T

TUiS BAD SINCE WE
BOLGUT THE MINIVAN!
/__/
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SHE'S ASKING
TO SEE US!

COLD HANDS
AND FOREIGN
IMPLEMENTS

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

WHEN I WAS YOLING
I WANTED FAME
AND FORTUNE!
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NOW THAT IM
MORE MATURE, I
REALIZE YOU HAVE

NOW I JUST WANT
FORTUNE !
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Blondie ® Chic Young

OUR CHILI TODAY PUSHES THE
ENVELOPE

erved

WHEN YOU RUN
I'LL HAVE
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OUT OF CLICHES,

www.Blondie.com

WE BUILT A BETTER MOUSETRAP
WITH THIS BATCH

NOW CUT o

THE POCTOR

SAID YOU'RE I'DLIKEA
OKAY, BUT YOU SECOND
STILL LOOK OPINION

SICK
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FUNNY, THAT

ALWAYS GOT RODNEY
DANGERFIELD A

BIG LAUGH
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IMGOINGTO
KILL HIM!

Cryptoquip

MB G NDJ UFGXXJ XMHFO

QMN NTBP OUMLHN,

LTKX0 JTK NGJ QF'N G

[THF-GLO-OGEEFU PJDF!
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: MY MOTHER OWNS A

LOCAL DOG GROOMING COMPANY WHOSE

SPECIALTY IS IN TERRIER DECORATING,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals Y

FIRST We HAVE
TOMKE SIRE
HEGSAFE.

&l

Y oA

World rights reserved.

=8

‘,
©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

I THINK I'M
GONNA CRY...

WERE THE
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PLEASE DON'T.
ALL THE PARENTS

CLN RNB

[SXGA CLYC

INYCOENU Y GQOFC HNPCNE

GSYU XR YFDQF BYP RYDNU

“10QS DN

CYS

HYGANC.”

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A SPY REALLY
LIKED HIS SOFT DRINKS, COULD YOU SAY HE'S

A COKE-AND-DAGGER TYPE?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals T

Crossword

ACROSS 37 Extreme 3 Do 23 Congre-

1 Frisbee, 38 Under- mending gational
for one stand 4 Hors c

5 Past fully d’oeuvre 24 Part of

8 Impale 41 Under- 5 Met LED

12 Concept wear with melody 26 Disagree-

13 Jockey underwire 6 Pantheon ment
Turcotte 42 Largest member 27 “Say

14 Pack of the 7 Small, It—
animal seven as some So”

15 Disad- 43 Burr role towns or 28 “The
vantage 48 Pitch sleighs Lady or

17 Compe- 49 Feedbag 8 Intelli- the
tent morsel gence Tiger?”

18 Alias abbr. 50 Predica- (Sl.) option

19 Annoy ment 9 Brass 29 Sicilian
repeat- 51 Initial instru- spouter
edly chip ment 31 Un-

21 Giraffe’s 52 To the — 10 Shake- repaired
kin degree speare 34 Musical

24 Chowder- 53 — Nicole title start set in
head Smith 11 Honey the

25 It ain’t bunch? 1950s
wortha DOWN 16 Schuss 35 Iditarod
nickel 1 Accom- 20 Sheltered locale

26 Chat plished 21 Stench 37 Samovar
locale 2 Altar affir- 22 Fuzzy 38 Informa-

30 Have mative fruit tion
debts . . . 39 “When

31 Heard Solution time: 21 mins. the Frost
reveille JIE|T A[N| I [M|E B[R|A _the

32 Drunkard [QF|EMENIOIT EiIR E|G Punkin”

33 Best e 40 Heart
seats T]A[B[C[E[T IA MO N of the
in the AR ERE REENE matter
house, I [o[E|AJP[A[RIEIV]I[L] 41 This and
maybe LIE[A[N]|S Y|E[S E[K|E that

35 Unsigned M <[n[o/c M ATT[OINIEID] 44 Informer
(Abbr)  [ofc{ ol T oMM 45 pas

36 Bush ASSFLOPE 1 Te| 46 Adams or
cabinet Lol "TERRIEN TSI TINIT Johnson
member Yesterday’s answer .20 47 JFKinfo
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ACROSS
1PBS
science
series
5 Where
Goldilocks
was found
8 Masticate
12 Send
forth
13 Man-
mouse
link
14 Tra trailer
15 Tom
Hanks
movie
17 Persisting
18 Prepare
to pray
19 “Who
cares?”
21 Bridge
coup
24 “My
home,
sweet
home”
25 Equitable
28 Alger’s
“before”
30 Method
33 Sternward
34 Permis-
sible
35 Noshed
36 Cattle
call
37 “Oh,

Bridge

West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
@ 42
v _
®AKO97542
$*A QO
WEST EAST
Do S 10973
YK QJ109 Yo
® Q10 ®J863
$+KJTI1083 &0 752
SOUTH
2 AK QIS
YAR875432
&
o+ 4
The bidding:
West North East South
1@ 2 & Pass 2 &
3 & ER 4 Pass 4 o
Pass 5 & Pass 6B

Opening lead — king of hearts.
South Does It With Finesse

On some deals declarer’s chances of making the con-
tract might seem quite poor, but many of these can be sal-
vaged by perseverance and a modicum of good luck.

Takethis case where Westled a heartagainst six spades.
Given the bidding, declarer realized he could not rely on
heart ruffs in dummy to take care of his heart losers, since
East would be able to overruff at will.

South therefore decided to focus all his efforts on estab-
lishing dummy’s diamonds. He realized a 3-3 diamond di-
vision was unlikely, but he formulated a plan to cope with
the expected 4-2 break.

Accordingly, declarer ruffed the opening heart lead with
dummy’s eight and trumped a low diamond at trick two. He
then drew four rounds of trumps, discarding a club and a
diamond from dummy, after which he finessed the queen
of clubs!

This seemingly unnecessary finesse was almost sure
to succeed — West could scarcely have opened the bid-
ding without the king of clubs — but in any case it was an
essential step designed to guard against an uneven dia-
mond division.

After winning the club finesse, South cashed the A-K of
diamonds, Westturning up, as expected, with adoubleton.
Declarer then led a fourth round of diamonds to establish
the suit, and after winning with the jack, East was forced to
return a club to dummy’s lone ace.

Declarerthuslostonly adiamond trick, and his six heart
losers proved to be a nonfactor.

In effect, South made dummy the master hand, which
is what a declarer must do when he doesn’t know what in
the world to do with all the losers in his own hand.

Tomorrow: Little strokes fell great oaks.

38 Workout 59 Remnants 16 Every (€)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
venues iota
39 Abbott's DOWN 20 Vote off East dealer.
first 1 Guitar the island Both sides vulnerable.
baseman part 22 Seed NORTH
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dyap” 3 Work- parrot 83653
43 Extol bench 25 Predica- SK 752
O e b WEST EAST
50 1972 4 Bear 27 Fare »S52 MK 8876
Bread witness beater, ¥YJ10973 YK 52
song, 5 Violin play-  maybe ®J72 *Q9o94
“Every- ersneed 29 Dorothy woQJ4 1083
thing—" 6 Historic or Lillian SOUTH
51 Premium time 318 ®dAQIO03
54 Capricorn 7 “— of Our dispenser YASR4
55 Sticky Lives” 32 “Of ®AK 10
stuff 8 Talons course” »A96
56 Pool 9 Shake- 34 Neighbor C oy
member s The bidding:
peare of
57 “The — in-law CambodiaEast South West North
the limit” 10 Director 38 Sale ~ Pass 2NT  Pass 3NT
58 Baltimore ~ Kazan setting, at Opening lead — jack of hearts.
news- 11 Bulb times .
paper measure 40 Clues Little Strokes Fell Great Oaks
Solution time: 21 mins. 42 Unclose Most mistakes at the bridge table are of a relatively
o[1[s[clA]c]o T[A 43 Sty group  simple sort. This is not surprising when you consider
IBIE N 44 Castle that the number of easy deals that arise in the ordi-
— E :? onti nary course of events far exceeds the number of diffi-
0 0 utnor cult ones.
D R Wister Take this case, for example. Superficially, there
g 2 48 Combp seems to be no good reason for South to go wrong.
49 Argus’s But even thoroughly experienced players might over-
i 100 ) . aye
AR 55 Debtor's look the d_ellcate but |mporta_nt point involved. West
iolT letters leads the jack of hearts against three notrump. De-
AIN[NTA] 53« Ryan's clarer covers with the queen, hoping West has the king,
Yesterday’s answer .21 Express’ but East produces the monarch. South ducks the king
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“If you get me my own phone,
| promise not to call anyone.”

and also the heart continuation, and is forced to win
the next heart with the ace.

Since it is impossible to win nine tricks without uti-
lizing his spades, declarer crosses to dummy with a
club to take a spade finesse. That brings declarer to
the critical point of the deal, though he might not real-
ize this until it’s too late. If he leads the jack of spades
to take the finesse, he goes down against best de-
fense, even though the finesse wins. East and South
follow low, and the jack holds the trick.

When declarer repeats the finesse, he is forced to
win in his own hand and can no longer capture East’s
king. South can cash eight tricks, but eventually fin-
ishes down one.

Declarer’s error came when he led the jack of
spades from dummy first rather than the nine. The nine
lead permits three spade finesses through East, while
the jack lead permits only two. This seemingly insig-
nificant choice makes all the difference between mak-
ing the contract and going down.
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“In the summer, dogs don’t get
scolded for sticking their
tonques out.”




