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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

  Little Strokes Fell Great Oaks
    Most mistakes at the bridge table are of a relatively
simple sort. This is not surprising when you consider
that the number of easy deals that arise in the ordi-
nary course of events far exceeds the number of diffi-
cult ones.
   Take this case, for example. Superficially, there
seems to be no good reason for South to go wrong.
But even thoroughly experienced players might over-
look the delicate but important point involved. West
leads the jack of hearts against three notrump. De-
clarer covers with the queen, hoping West has the king,
but East produces the monarch. South ducks the king
and also the heart continuation, and is forced to win
the next heart with the ace.
    Since it is impossible to win nine tricks without uti-
lizing his spades, declarer crosses to dummy with a
club to take a spade finesse. That brings declarer to
the critical point of the deal, though he might not real-
ize this until it’s too late. If he leads the jack of spades
to take the finesse, he goes down against best de-
fense, even though the finesse wins. East and South
follow low, and the jack holds the trick.
   When declarer repeats the finesse, he is forced to
win in his own hand and can no longer capture East’s
king. South can cash eight tricks, but eventually fin-
ishes down one.
    Declarer’s error came when he led the jack of
spades from dummy first rather than the nine. The nine
lead permits three spade finesses through East, while
the jack lead permits only two. This seemingly insig-
nificant choice makes all the difference between mak-
ing the contract and going down.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

South Does It With Finesse
 On some deals declarer’s chances of making the con-

tract might seem quite poor, but many of these can be sal-
vaged by perseverance and a modicum of good luck.

Take this case where West led a heart against six spades.
Given the bidding, declarer realized he could not rely on
heart ruffs in dummy to take care of his heart losers, since
East would be able to overruff at will.

South therefore decided to focus all his efforts on estab-
lishing dummy’s diamonds. He realized a 3-3 diamond di-
vision was unlikely, but he formulated a plan to cope with
the expected 4-2 break.

  Accordingly, declarer ruffed the opening heart lead with
dummy’s eight and trumped a low diamond at trick two. He
then drew four rounds of trumps, discarding a club and a
diamond from dummy, after which he finessed the queen
of clubs!

This seemingly unnecessary finesse was almost sure
to succeed — West could scarcely have opened the bid-
ding without the king of clubs — but in any case it was an
essential step designed to guard against an uneven dia-
mond division.

 After winning the club finesse, South cashed the A-K of
diamonds, West turning up, as expected, with a doubleton.
Declarer then led a fourth round of diamonds to establish
the suit, and after winning with the jack, East was forced to
return a club to dummy’s lone ace.

 Declarer thus lost only a diamond trick, and his six heart
losers proved to be a nonfactor.

 In effect, South made dummy the master hand, which
is what a declarer must do when he doesn’t know what in
the world to do with all the losers in his own hand.

   Tomorrow: Little strokes fell great oaks.
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