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Hoxie High wrestling coach retires after third successtul son

By John Van Nostrand
Colby Free Press

Kirk Baker is ready to watch
wrestling, but just not at matside
anymore.

Baker, who coached Hoxie High
School wrestling since 1982, retired
after last season and is now prepar-
ing to watch his youngest son Tyler
wrestle at Colby Community Col-
lege.

“Before Tyler got into high
school, I thought about retiring,”
Baker said. “But (wife) Kelly said
that would not be fair to Tyler. Istill
enjoyed every year.”

Turns out, Tyler’s high school
wrestling years were great ones. He
finished with three state appear-
ances. Tyler was part of the 2003
state championship team that set
state records for most points ever
scored, 218.5, and most state plac-
ers with 11.

“That was good to go out on,”
Kirk said. “I considered retiring
when Trent was a senior.”

Tyler is the third of the Baker’s
four sons. Trent graduated in 2001
and won a state championship his
senior year. Travis graduated in

1999 after two

state champion-

ships. | Y
Kirk’s suc- | o= — 4

cess at Hoxi.e is | g

impressive since L

being named g

head coach in

1984. Hewasan |@

assistant previ- K. Baker

ously.

He coached
31 state champions and 86 placed
at state. As a team under Baker,
Hoxie had seven state-champion-
ships from 1990 to 2003, five sec-
ond-place finishes and two third-
place finishes. Baker finished with
a 190-67-3 record.

During the 23 seasons at
matside, Baker said how student-
athletes approach wrestling has
changed.

“Wrestling has been like football
with how knowledgeable kids are
about the sport now. Kids have im-
proved their health, nutrition and
how they cut weight,” he said.

Wrestlers compete at certain
weights and must maintain that
weight during the season. Baker
said how students kept that weight

years ago is not nearly as dramatic
as how students keep that weight
today.

“That was always one of the
drawbacks,” Baker said.

Baker, 48, coached dozens of
wrestlers the moves to become a
better wrestler. In turn, Baker said
those wrestlers taught him how to
handle teenagers.

“Everyone is a little bit differ-
ent,” he said. “You have got to
know how to handle some people.
With some, I could be blunt and
others it was pretty intimidating.
But I always tried to keep it posi-
tive.”

Afterlastseason and Baker’s re-
tirement, Hoxie School Board ap-
proved Mike Porsch to replace
Baker. Baker was Porsch’s coach
at Hoxie and had been Baker’s as-
sistant coach for 11 seasons.

“I'hopellearnedalot fromhim,”
Porsch said after being named
coach. “He has a lot of wrestling
knowledge and know how to relate
it to the kids. That was one of the
strengths he brought.”

In addition to Porsch, Baker
thanked his wife of 27 years for the
support while coaching.
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“If it would not have been for
her,I wouldn’thave coached those
last years,” he said. “She was so
beneficial with stats and
fundraisers.”

Being Baker’s assistant for so
long, Porsch said he knew Baker’s
retirement was on the horizon.

“Ifeltitcoming,” Porschsaid. “I
know the word wouldn’t be out un-
til the season was over.”

Kelly said family was the main

Tyler Baker of Hoxie signed a
letter of intent to wrestle for the
Colby Community College Tro-
jans.

Baker, who wrestled at 133
pounds in high school, is a three-
time state champion.

“I am very pleased about add-
ing Tyler to our squad,” said
Colby head coach Steve Lampe.
“He is a fierce competitor and a
proven winner. Hoxie has a great
wrestling program and Tyler has
been abig contributor to their suc-
cess.”

Kirk Baker, Tyler’sdad, was the
wrestling coach at Hoxie for over
two decades. He retired from

Tyler Baker to wrestle at
Colby Community College

coaching at the conclusion of the
2006 season.

Lampe is familiar with the
Baker family.

“Kirk was on the first wrestling
squad that I recruited,” said
Lampe. “He was a great wrestler
and student athlete.”

The Trojan wrestlers finished
eighthin the NJCAA Champion-
ships last season. Lampe has
coached 74 NJCAA All-Ameri-
cans and 15 national champi-
ons.

His teams have finished in the
top six in the nation eight times,
and his 1999 squad won the na-
tional title.

reason why Kirk decided to retire.
They are in the process of adopting
a 2-year-old boy, Brandon.

“We have both felt very blessed
during Kirk’s career that all three

of our older boys were able to ex-
perience being individual state
champions but also all were a part
of at least one state championship
team,” Kelly said.
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WELDING

* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
+ Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message
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JEFF HARLOW

CeII 785 443- 1082

New Beginnings

Counseling

Services
Douglas Finley, LMSW

Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308
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Or contact

kay67107 @yahoo.com
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Thomas County Insurance [
has been serving i
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Serving Your Insurance Needs
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Yesterday,
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Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
+ Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

COMPLETE

AUTO DETAILING

Available M-F 8-6; Sat. by appointment

1114 Main, Gem {7 85) 452-35d1

Taylor MOTORS

1000 Taylor Ave. - Colby, KS 67701
785-460-3317; 800-834-2338; www.taylor-motors.com

* Tree Removal & Trimming -« Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrmsesATnurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

Cozb‘y Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics
Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured
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Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' New System

Professional
Window Cleaning

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Chris & Beth Lewon < 650 N. Grant - Colby, KS

 785-462-6995 ~ 800-611-6735

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




