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Mother feels excluded when grandmother takes the children

DEAR ABBY: I have a unique
problem. My mother-in-law is too
nice. She insists on taking my chil-
dren once or twice a week so that
she can have her own time with
them — often taking them on fun
outings for entire afternoons oreve-
nings. [ am not invited. Although
she cannot refuse to let me come,
any time I do, she makes me feel that
[ am intruding. I guess she likes to
“play mom,” and my presence inter-
feres.

While I appreciate the fact that
she goes out of her way to develop
a good relationship with my chil-
dren, it bothers me that she demands
to see them so often and at my ex-
clusion. Am I just being selfish for
feeling left out? In my family, the
attitude was always “the more the
merrier.”

— LEFT OUT IN SAN DIEGO

DEAR LEFT OUT: Many
people reading this column would
fall on their knees and Kkiss the
ground if their parents or in-laws
treated their children the way
yours does. However, because
you feel left out, it’s time to have
a frank talk with “Granny” and
tell her that you would like to be
able to join some of those outings
without feeling that you are in-
truding, as you have been made to
feel — however inadvertently —
in the past. She may not be aware
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of the message she has been con-
veying.

DEAR ABBY: I believe my hus-
band is headed for anervous break-
down, and I don’tknow what to do.
He is having a mid-life crisis. His
hair is thinning very quickly, and
he’s having a problem sexually.
Things have gotten so bad thatI’'m
contemplating filing for a divorce.

Can you please tell him that he is
not alone, and that there are many
men his age experiencing the same
problems?

— DESPERATE

DEAR DESPERATE: Of
course your husband is not alone.
And the proof of it lies as near as
your television set, with its end-
less ads for Viagra, Levitra and
other “‘male enhancements.” Add
to that the testimonials for hair
replacement surgery, and it adds
up to many thousands of men and
many millions of dollars for avail-
able treatments.

This is not the time to leave
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your husband. What you should
do is urge him to discuss his con-
cerns with his doctor, because
what is “ailing” him can almost
certainly be fixed.

DEAR ABBY: I have two active
boys who are 8 and 2 1/2. We are
going on a 12-hour road trip to a
family wedding. I shared with my
mother-in-law that I am dreading
the long ride and am trying to think
of ways to keep the boys occupied.
We have aDVD player and are tak-
ing books, toys, etc. on the trip.

I'was shocked to hear my mother-
in-law suggest that I give the boys
Benadryl to put them to sleep. This
is not the first time I have heard
someone say this. Is this common
practice? My husband and I would
never do such a thing. Isn’t that
child abuse?

— APPALLED.

DEAR APPALLED: I would
certainly call it child endanger-
ment. Children should not be
given medications without a

doctor’s prescription. If I were
you, I’d start that trip at night,
when the children are normally
sleeping. And bring along lots of
things to keep them entertained.
I would also schedule stops at
regularintervals so they don’t get
cabin fever. But drug them?
Never.

DEARABBY: My sonis 11 and,
for the first time, he has a “girl-
friend.” I have always discouraged
the children from saying they have
girlfriends and boyfriends, sohe has
always referred to her as his
“friend.” Well, the other night, I
heard him say, “I love you,” and
there were text messages on his
phone from her saying it, too.

I tried to talk to him about it and
explain that this is not appropriate
because he’s too young to really
understand what love is, and he
should not say ituntil heis older and
knows what love is. He didn’t re-
spond very well and was embar-
rassed. I don’t think I was very ef-
fective. Do you have any recom-
mendations on how to handle this?

— SHANNON IN HOUSTON

DEAR SHANNON: I certainly
do. And the first is to stop mini-
mizing your son’s feelings be-
cause you know better what he is
feeling. His emotions are his own,
and the more you insist they are

not valid, the higher the barrier
will be that you build between
you. How much better it would
have been had you listened to
what he had to say and simply
commented that along with love
go responsibilities that he will
come to understand as he grows
older — and that he can always
tell you anything.

DEAR ABBY: I have been mar-
ried to “Carl” for six years. We have
two children together. My parents
hate him because, years ago, he
served time in prison, and his fam-
ily has very little money. They feel
Carl is “beneath” me, and I can “do
better.”

Abby, my parents won’teven see
their own grandchildren unless I
leave Carl athome, which isn’t fair
to him. He has turned his life
around, earns good money at his
job, and is a devoted husband and
father. How can I convince my par-
ents to see him for who he is now?

— CARL’S WIFE

DEAR CARL’S WIFE: By tak-
ing your children to see your par-
ents and allowing them to exclude
your husband, you are helping
them to isolate and belittle him.
The quickest way to get your par-
ents torecognize that their behav-
ior is unacceptable is to stop aid-
ing and abetting it. Begin by re-

fusing to visit unless your hus-
band — and the father of those
grandchildren — is welcomed.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I enjoy playing golf. I am in sales,
so I have the opportunity to invite
clients to play golf. When Iinclude
my husband in these events, it can
become very uncomfortable. If his
round is not going well, he becomes
upset, curses loudly and slams his
club to the ground. It is extremely
embarrassing to me, and I’m sure it
makes my clients uncomfortable.

I’mhesitantto say anything to my
husband about his behavior because
I'have toimagine thathe isn’thappy
with himself when he acts that way,
either. I'm considering not includ-
ing him in future rounds that in-
volve clients, but don’t really like
that alternative.

— TEED OFF IN HOUSTON

DEAR TEED OFF: May I be
frank? Business is business. Your
husband’s childish, unsports-
manlike behavior could have a
negative effect on your ability to
make a sale. Tell your husband
that when he behaves that way in
front of clients, it reflects badly on
the both of you, and if it happens
again you will have to exclude
him from your business-related
golf games.

Then ““follow through.”
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Without a proper estate protection strategy, your
loved ones may not receive all you've worked so
hard to achieve. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

can help ensure your assets pass according to
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James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139

David L. Browne 1
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

% Check out

1% our low rates.

¥ Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.
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Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

JOHN'’S

WELDING

* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
* Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS

785-694-3553

leave message

Colby, Kansas 67701
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JEFF HARLOW

New Beginnings

Counseling

Services
Douglas Finley, LMSW

Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Cell:

785 443- 1082

Evening Appointments

Looking to buy used Grasshoppers?
Looking to sell a used Grasshopper?

Go to
http:/www.brownandtanusedzeroturnmowers.com
Or contact

kay67107 @yahoo.com
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Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

Thomas County Insu

490 N. Franklin ¢ 462-3939

TH@AS

has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Serwng Your Insurance Needs

INSURANCE AGENCY
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Yesterday,
% L Today, and
Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent
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FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S
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Taylor MOTORS
“Used Car Headquarters of NW KS”

Darin Snyder, Salesman

1000 Taylor Ave. ¢ Colby, KS 67701
785-460-3317; 800-834-2338; www.taylor-motors.com
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1114 Main, Gem {7 85) 452-35ﬂ1

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
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Phone: 785.462.6999 > o S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - s WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 A ,’ ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS o # Nights Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3: BOOK SUMMER
EAAEé(IlBCgEAN CRUISE syl S1$ sugg a Ll sl
Cruise & Air : 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE CYSTYVERIN A Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3| . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P Sjldﬁg {Max 45 and are subject to availability
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Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing
Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' 785-462-6995 ~

' New System
: Professional
Window Cleaning
Chris & Beth Lewon « 650 N. Grant -

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Colby, KS

800-611-6735

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTimATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




