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DEAR ABBY: After I dated an
older man, I gained a bad reputation
among some lower-lever, gossipy
co-workers at my job, even though
I tried to keep it quiet and even de-
nied it.

Now I’ve started a friendship with
an older man at the company where
I work. Although we are just friends,
these co-workers think there is
something more and are spreading
gossip, saying that we are having an
affair.

This could be damaging to both
my career and my friendships with
the man and my co-workers. How
can I stop the gossip? Or does my
past behavior make me forever
guilty?

— NOT LOVING IT IN NEW
YORK

DEAR NOT LOVING IT: Wait
a minute. How did your co-work-
ers learn about your relationships
with these two men? Were you
obvious about the personal rela-
tionship at work? Did you, per-
haps, mention it to someone who
dropped the tidbit at the water
cooler?

Once gossip starts, it is impos-
sible to stop. You can, however,
make it seem less plausible if you
keep your behavior above re-
proach in the workplace, and your
lip tightly zipped when it comes to
your personal life. Period.

DEAR ABBY: “Danny” and I
have been together six months. Dur-
ing the first six weeks I was study-
ing in Europe, and when I got back
we jumped straight into an intense,
time-consuming relationship. Then
he asked if he could move in with
me. It was all too sudden for me, and
I said I wasn’t ready. Danny reacted
by breaking up with me.

Since then, our relationship has
been rocky. We never established a

foundation, and we have been try-
ing to ease our time commitment to
each other.

Danny says that he loves me. I feel
I centered my life around him, and I
need to regain my balance before I
can be in a relationship with him
again. I want to take a couple of steps
back this summer, and get to know
each other again and build a foun-
dation. I know Danny is the man I
want to spend the rest of my life
with, but I’m not ready for that kind
of commitment now.

Should I give up and walk away,
or continue to try to rebuild our re-
lationship?

— LINDY IN SACRAMENTO
DEAR LINDY: Danny may say

that he loves you, but if it is more
than lip service, he should be will-
ing to give you the space you need.
If he’s unwilling to do that, then
the message he’s sending is that
he’s more interested in a live-in
than a life partner. What you’re
proposing is reasonable, and if he
can’t respect your feelings, you
should, indeed, walk away.

DEAR ABBY: I am writing in
reference to the letter from “Katie’s
Daughter” that ran in your column
about a month ago. I lost my mother
when I was 21 and wish I had writ-
ten down some of her recipes. I, like
Katie’s daughter, wanted to make
some of my mother’s specialties.

I am now in my 60s. I decided that
while I am still able, I would com-

pile a collection of recipes that my
sister and I have prepared over the
years for my sons, nieces and neph-
ews so they would not have to
“search” for them.

By December, I had typed all our
family favorites on a special com-
puter program. I printed it, and then
took it to a local office supply store,
had it bound and a cover put on. It
was one of the favorite Christmas
gifts they received.

— ALMA’S DAUGHTER IN
AUBURN, N.Y.

DEAR ALMA’S DAUGHTER:
What a terrific idea. I never
thought I’d be discussing Christ-
mas gift ideas in June, but for a
project like this one, it’s not a bad
idea to start early. Thank you for
sharing a delicious suggestion
with me and my readers.

DEAR ABBY: My condolences
to the family who lost their 16-year-
old son because he was hit by a car
while walking at night. That letter
struck a nerve with me because I am
a taxi driver. Every night I’m driv-
ing, I see anywhere from 30 to 100
people cross the street after dark
wearing dark clothing, and in many
cases without looking for oncoming
traffic. For all intents and purposes,
people are invisible when they wear
dark clothing at night.

I narrowly missed one pedestrian
one night because the area was
poorly lighted, he was wearing dark
clothes, and he walked out from be-
tween two parked cars without look-
ing.

The only reason I can think of to
explain why I missed him is that he
had a guardian angel with the wings
of a B-52.

— DAN L., LONG BEACH,
CALIF.

Editor’s note:  Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com
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 Famous Hand
   This deal occurred in the match between Ven-
ezuela and North America in the 1967 World Team
Championship.
   At the first table, the North American pair got to
three notrump as shown after West made a light
opening bid of one spade. The Venezuelan West
led a spade. Declarer took East’s queen with the
king and easily made three notrump, finishing with
four club tricks, three diamonds, a heart and a
spade.
   At the second table, the play took a spectacular
turn after the bidding went:

   West North East South
   Pass 1 [D] Pass 1 [S]
   Pass 2 [D] Pass 3 [C]
   Pass 3 NT

   Here North became declarer, placing the U.S.
East, Al Roth, on lead. Rejecting the normal-look-
ing heart lead, Roth decided to lead dummy’s first-
bid suit, spades. Not only that, but he led the
queen instead of the deuce!
   This proved exceptionally effective. Declarer
naturally thought Roth had the jack of spades to
back up the queen, so he ducked in dummy.
   Roth then continued with the seven, the ten los-
ing (surprisingly, from declarer’s viewpoint) to the
jack. When West, Bill Root, shifted to a low heart,
declarer confidently followed low, thinking that
East had started with a doubleton spade and
therefore would not have another spade to lead.
   But Roth won the heart return with the ten and
produced still another spade — the deuce — a
card he supposedly couldn’t have. Root thereupon
cashed three more spade tricks, and the unfortu-
nate Venezuelan declarer went down two for mi-
nus 200, giving North America an 800-point gain
on the deal.

Office gossip damages relationships
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