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Tips oftered for hassle-free car purchase

Dear Attorney General Kline:

My son is ready to buy his first
car. He has asked for alist of what
to keep in mind while shopping
the used car market. How would
you advise him?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

Buying a used car rather than a
new car can be a great way to stretch
the budget. One mustkeep in mind,
however, that used car purchases
generally offer the Kansas con-
sumer less protection than new car
purchases, so the buyer must be-
ware. My Consumer Protection
Division receives calls from Kan-
sans who mistakenly believe that
our state has a lemon law for used
car purchases. It does not. Others
wrongly think that all vehicle pur-
chases can be “unwound” within
three days. They cannot. Thus one
must be very careful when signing
on the dotted line.

The Kansas Consumer Protec-
tion Act does offer protection to
those purchasing new or used cars,
as long as the purchase is from a
business. Consumer to consumer
sales are not covered by the Con-
sumer Protection Act, so while buy-
ing a car from the neighbor may be
the path to a great deal, your re-
course to the law will be limited if
the car has known, undisclosed de-
fects.

The complaints filed with my

Phill Kline

Consumer Protection Division re-
veal that those who rush into buy-
ing used cars are sometimes saddled
withunpleasant surprises. Your son
can spare himself some trouble
down the road by taking note of
these suggestions:

1.Decide what you want and need
inavehicle before reaching for your
wallet. It’s important to think
through and write down exactly
what you’re looking for in a car or
truck.

2.Research your options. The li-
brary is a good place to start your
search for a vehicle. Magazines
such as Consumer Reports show-
case various tests on vehicles that
reveal features, reliability and
maintenance trends. Walking
through many used-car lots in the
area with a plan to not buy on im-
pulse introduces a consumer to the
many different vehicle styles and
manufacturers available locally.

3.Research the market. Once
you’ve identified a vehicle that in-
terests you, check the monthly Na-

® Consumer Corner

tional Automobile Dealers Associa-
tion (N.A.D.A.) “blue book” or an-
other similar source to determine
the current value of the car you have
picked. Check ads in the local pa-
per and keep track of what is asked
for in similar vehicles.
4.Determine where to buy. The
Kansas Lemon Law does not cover
used cars, only new ones. Neverthe-
less, used-car dealers are held to
higher legal standards than some-
one selling their family car. If you
buy fromalicensed used-car dealer
in Kansas, you will have legal pro-
tections that those who buy from
private individuals simply do not
enjoy. Also, it’sbestto steer clear of
“curbstoners” (unlicensed dealers
who pass themselves off as private
sellers), auctions and the internet if
you are a novice when it comes to
purchasing vehicles. It is not un-
common for the uninitiated con-
sumers who buy online, at an auc-
tion or from a curbstoner to find
themselves with no title, a salvage
title or an otherwise less-than-desir-

able vehicle.

5. Check on the title. Make cer-
tain the title contains no unpleasant
surprises before you invest. You can
do this by ordering the title history
from the DMV, signing up with
CARFAX or asking the seller to
provide the information to you. You
can also ask your insurance agent .

6. Check with a mechanic. If the
vehicle passes your bestreview and
has a clear title, take it to a reliable
mechanic for an evaluation. The
cost of a diagnostic test is minimal
compared to the cost of replacing a
transmission or engine.

7.Geteverythingin writing. If the
seller promises to make repairs
which are not listed on the Buyer’s
Guide, ask the seller to disclose
those promises in writing on both
the Buyer’s Guide and the sales
contract.

Attorney General Phill Kline of-
fers this public service to help you
avoid becoming a victim of con-
sumer fraud. Although some of the
details have been changed, the
cases appearing in this column are
based onactual complaints or ques-
tions. For further information or to
fileacomplaint, please write Attor-
ney General Phill Kline, Consumer
Protection Division, 120 SW 10th
Ave., Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call
the toll-free Consumer Hotline, I-
800-432-2310.

CLASSIFIEDS

Wanted

Garage Sales

I’ll buy irrigated wheat straw behind
your combines. Just drop the straw in
awindrow and I'll pay up to $10 per bale
or $15 per ton. I'm looking for several
circles. For details Call Dale Oard,
Colby. 785-586-2372.
——6/19—6/30— ——

Livestock for Sale

Bred gilts, $250. Butcher hogs/
weaned sows delivered to local locker
plants. 785-386-4520.

——6/26—6/30— —-

Pets / Supplies

AKC miniature Schnauzer puppies,
black and salt and peppers, tails, dews
and first shots, ready August 5, $400.
785-332-3269 or 785-332-4044.
——6/28—7/3——-

A Colby Free Press -
Country Advocate Combo ad
he best buy/best coverage for
your money!

915S. Range Ave. Saturday 8:00a.m
.- ? Furniture, some antiques, misc.
——6/29 & 6/30— —-

515 W. Cherry St. Saturday 9:00a.m.
-1:00 p.m. Household items, clothes,
lots of misc.

——6/29 & 7/30 — —-

315 S. Chick Ave. Friday 2:00 p.m. -
? Multi family sale. Baby, Christmas,
computers, Halloween costumes,
household, plus size, much, much
more.

——6/29——-

160 N. School Ave. Friday 4:00-8:00
p.m. Saturday 8:00 a.m. - ? ltems
added all the time. Collectibles and
antiques.

——6/29 & 6/30——-

413 Smith Dr. Friday 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Lots of treasures.
——6/28 & 6/29— —-

1320 La Hacienda Dr. Friday 4:00 -
8:00 p.m. Saturday 8:00 a.m. - noon.
Multi family. Washer/dryer set, com-
puter desk, rugs, home decor, men’s
and women'’s clothes.
——6/28—6/30— —

925 E. 8th St. Thursday 3:00 - 6:00
p.m. Friday 2:00 p.m. - ? Beannie Ba-
bies, a little of everything.

——6/28 & 6/29——

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the

Business Directory

call Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

LET ADVERTISING WORK FOR YouU!!!

What's yours is theirs...or is it?

oooooooooooooooooooo

your plan. Call today.

--------------------
..........................

Without a proper estate protection strategy, your
loved ones may not receive all you've worked so
hard to achieve. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

can help ensure your assets pass according to

J
Q Thrivent Financial for Lutheranse

Neither Thrivent Financial for Lutherans nor its respective associates provide legal or tax advice.
For complete details, consult with your tax advisor or attorney.
21384B R5-03 200301466 ©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139

i Check out

David L. Browne 1
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

%/ our low rates.

# Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

h=s

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

JOHN’S

WELDING

* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
+ Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message

Colby, Kansas 67701

~\

JEFF HARLOW

CeII 785 443- 1082

New Beginnings

Counseling

Services
Douglas Finley, LMSW

Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Evening Appointments

Looking to buy used Grasshoppers?
Looking to sell a used Grasshopper?

Go to
http:/www.brownandtanusedzeroturnmowers.com
Or contact

kay67107 @yahoo.com

Rory Henry e

gvanced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

TH AS
bunty

Thomas County Insurance [
has been serving i
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Serving Your Insurance Needs

e

INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and
Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

{”50’% CARE

Opgv®

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
+ Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

VV

Taylor MOTORS
“Used Car Headquarters of NW KS”

Darin Snyder, Salesman

1000 Taylor Ave. ¢ Colby, KS 67701
785-460-3317; 800-834-2338; www.taylor-motors.com

GM

1114 Main, Gem {7 85) 452-35d1

* Tree Removal & Trimming -« Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrmsesATnurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

N 4 \\ |] ,<‘ o
s\
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 :'%>’w;‘. CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 T e QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 RS WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 “ W ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
Ayt
S 'Vvvv<< \ N
VACATION SPECIALS pom lsnigns Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel i $505 3 BOOK SUMMER
m(llggEAN -_ Air & Hotel s fﬁ‘;‘.} ; 3 VACATIONS NOW!
Cruise & Air | : 5
ALASKAN CRUISE RS YRR A Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3! n -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 i 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P 83{15!3 {Max 45! and are subject to availability
el it

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' 785-462-6995 ~

' New System
3 Professional
Window Cleaning
Chris & Beth Lewon + 650 N. Grant -

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Colby, KS

800-611-6735

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Murray Roofing

& Construction

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




