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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip
Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

 You are the dealer, both sides vulnerable. What
would you bid with each of the following three hands:

   1. [S] KQ863 [H] AQ [D] KQ5 [C] AJ7
   2. [S] K9842 [H] AKQ93 [D] 9 [C] 85
   3. [S] AK943 [H] — [D] 864 [C] KQ875

* * *
  1. Two notrump. The only bids that can be seriously

considered are one spade and two notrump. There are
several objections to the one-spade bid. First, there is
the danger that partner might pass with four or five
points, and a good game contract might be missed.
Then there is the possibility that partner might respond
one notrump, which you would have to raise to three
notrump — a contract that would probably play better
with the strong hand as declarer rather than as dummy.

Also, there is the natural ambiguity associated with
any opening of one of a suit, a bid that can run the gamut
of high-card values and distribution.

As opposed to this, the two-notrump bid delivers a
precise message all in one breath. It shows 21 or 22
points (some play 20 or 21), balanced distribution and
stoppers in all suits — which is exactly what you have.
The most descriptive bid almost always works out best.

 2. One spade. After opening with one spade, you
intend to bid your hearts twice, thereby implying at least
a 5-5 distribution. You do this even though the hearts
are much stronger than the spades.

 If you were to bid hearts first and then follow up by
bidding spades twice, you would mislead partner on two
counts: First, he would assume that you had six hearts
and five spades. Secondly, because such a sequence
would constitute a “reverse,” indicating 17 points or
more, partner would assume you had a much stronger
hand than you actually have.

3. One club. While it is true that the higher ranking of
two five-card suits is ordinarily named first when open-
ing the bidding, as in the previous problem, an excep-
tion is usually made when the two suits are spades and
clubs.

The reason for the exception becomes apparent
when the rebid problem is considered. If you were to
open one spade, it would be necessary to go into the
three level to show your clubs if partner responded two
hearts or two diamonds, and this might easily get you
overboard or result in your winding up in the wrong suit.

 By opening one club, the spade suit can next be
shown on the one level if partner makes the expected
response of one diamond or one heart. It is true that at
that moment, partner will think you have only four
spades, but you plan to bid spades again at your next
turn, thereby informing him that you have five spades
rather than four. At the same time, this will tell him that
you have five or six clubs, since you would not have
opened one club with a holding of five spades and only
four clubs.

David Versus Goliath
 Bad contracts sometimes produce good drama, as

seen in this deal where declarer got to six notrump miss-
ing the A-K of hearts.

There is no way West could have known to lead a
heart — which would have spoiled a good story — and
he instead made the more prosaic lead of a spade.

  It might seem that declarer should still have gone
down one since the diamonds were divided 4-2 instead
of 3-3, but South managed the affair exceptionally well
and brought the slam home.

 He won the spade lead with the ace, cashed the king
of clubs, returned to his hand with a spade and played
the A-Q-J-10 of clubs, discarding three hearts and a
diamond from dummy to produce this position:
North

[S] K
[H] J
[D] K Q 9 5
West
[H] K 6
[D] 10 8 7 6
East
[H] A 8 4 3
[D] J 3
South
[S] J
[H] Q 10 9
[D] A 4
  When he next led a spade to the king, West had no

choice but to discard a heart, and when declarer then
cashed the A-K of diamonds, felling East’s jack, the
crucial point of the play was reached.

Assessing the situation perfectly, South led the jack
of hearts from dummy, sounding the death knell for the
defense.

East could not afford to rise with the ace, so he
ducked. West won with the king and was forced to re-
turn a diamond from the 10-8 to dummy’s Q-9, where-
upon declarer finessed the nine to put the final touch
on a very well-played hand.
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