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Here’s to our area’s

Wheat
           Producers

For your untiring efforts to put food on tables
throughout this great land, and on the tables around
the world.  Your challenges are many, and deserve a

chorus of thanks on “Harvest 2006.”

COLBY
IMPLEMENT

2106 U.S. Hwy. 24 • Colby, KS 67701
John Deere Quality - Backed By Great Service!!

785-462-3391 “Get in the
Green”

Thank You...Wheat Producers!!

1-800-536-6352

RAYNOR
DOORS OF COLBY

FREEESTIMATES!

Steve Alwin - 460-6626  Local: 462-6352 • 675 E. Hill
1-800-536-6352

Ask about our extended garage door
 warranty.

HAJOCA

625 S. COUNTRY CLUB DR.
COLBY, KS 67701

785-462-6731

PLUMBING, HEATING,
INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES

410 N. Franklin
462-8255

www.ColbyHomeLand.com

The Service
 Oil Co.

A proud Conoco distributor for
 64 years!

285 E. 4th  •  Colby • 462-3441

980 S. Range • 462-8206
1950 S. Range  •  Colby, KS

785-462-3933
Salutes Area
Farmers!!!

THANKS WHEAT PRODUCERS!

Colby • Goodland • Quinter
Sharon Springs • St. Francis

Oberlin • Bird City • Kirk, CO

www.fnb.com

2005 S. Range
Colby

462-6460

OPEN: 10 A.M.-MIDNIGHT
Daily Specials

Mon. - Arby’s Melt 99¢
Tue. - Pick 5 for $5.95
Wed. - 2 Chicken Sand./$4.00
Thur. - Bacon Cheddar Melts 2/$3

2227 S. Range • Colby
785-462-6565

Jr. Banana Split 99¢
•OPEN 7 A.M. Till MIDNIGHT•
1835 S. Range, 462-7138

WARK’S
EMBROIDERY and Gifts

470 N. Franklin • 462-3119

Thank You
for All Your

Work!

Mattson
Seed Farms
Registered & Certified

Seeds  - Public
AgriPro

785-586-2313
1274 U.S. Hwy. 24

1190 S. Country Club Drive
785-462-2412

e-mail: colby@langdieselinc.com

Hays, Smith Center, Ellinwood
& Sabetha

STAN’S

AUTOMOTIVE

425 N. Martin • Colby, KS
785-462-6741

Serving the community since 1924.

F & M
INSURANCE STORE

990 S. Range, Suite 2-B  Colby

785-462-6779

• Auto
• Health
• Home
• Liability

• Life
• Business
• Crop
• Bonds

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT www.farmandranchrealty.com

 
 
 
 

REALTORS AUCTIONEERS APPRAISERS
 

1420 W. 4TH – P.O. BOX 947 
COLBY, KS 67701 

785-462-3904 OR 1-800-247-7863 
 

DONALD L. HAZLETT, BROKER 

Thank You Wheat Producers
from the following

Extension office works with wheat year round
By Tisha Cox

Colby Free Press

Wheat harvest may be winding
down or over in some cases, but
at the Northwest Research-Ex-
tension Center, the wheat work
never stops.

Rob Aiken, crop research spe-
cialist and research director, said
research done there is represen-
tative of the conditions farmers
deal with everyday.

Wheat is the foundation of the
cropping system here, so the
work with the crop affects every
grower.

He said the work done by re-
search technologist Pat Evans is
especially important.

“What he does is fundamen-
tal,” Aiken said. “He has no com-
mercial interest in one line over
another. The impartial tests give
farmers an unbiased measure of

how they (wheat lines) do in local
conditions.”

Aiken said the extension center’s
wheat plots received hail damage
before the performance trials were
ready to be harvested.

Disease resistance was being
tested, and signs were pointing to
some interesting results.

“We lost that opportunity be-
cause of the hail damage,” he said.
“We had some nice looking wheat.”

Up to 60 lines are researched in
the performance tests, and involve
commercial and public lines of
wheat.

Tested were spring wheats, hard
red winter wheat and hard white
winter wheat.

“The big effort in western Kan-
sas is to improve wheat produc-
tion,” Aiken said.

In a test, each line of wheat is ran-
domly planted four times on one
acre of land. He said the variabil-

ity tells how consistent the test is.
All of the wheat is treated exactly

the same, and Evans’ research has
a consistent margin of error of 10
percent or less.

“That’s the target they strive for,”
Aiken said.

He added the turnaround on the
research is quick so the information
can be given to farmers in time to
make their seed selections for
planting in August.

Currently, there are eight differ-
ent wheat studies going on in the
center’s crops program.

Agricultural engineer Freddie
Lamm is working on an irrigated
wheat study; other research is fo-
cusing on how other crops grown in
rotation affect wheat yields.

Aiken said research shows con-
tinuous cropping isn’t good for
grain production during drought.

A field doesn’t get a chance for
moisture to build back up when

continuously cropped. But leaving
it fallow for a year builds up mois-
ture, and means better growing con-
ditions.

Aiken said area agronomist Brian
Olson is doing research, in conjunc-
tion with the Kansas Wheat Com-
mission, on continuous wheat pro-
duction.

He said under such a system,
wheat could be harvested in early
July, then re-planted with wheat in
mid-September.

 That would allow about two and
a half months for the field to build
up moisture.

The focus in Colby right now is
to see how cropping systems and
sequences affect wheat yields.

Research yields have been “re-
spectable,” with good stands and
seed fill.

“It could be good,” Aiken said.
“We appreciate the support of the
wheat commission.”

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Rob Aiken, crop research specialist and research director at the
Northwest Research-Extension Center in Colby, looked at wheat
stubble from one of the center’s test plots Thursday. The center’s
wheat research focuses on improving wheat yields. Wheat from
the test plots was harvested this week.


