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Man is not a happy camper with girlfriend’s choice of tent

DEARABBY:Iamanoutdoors-
man with 20-plus years of experi-
ence in backpacking and camping.
[’m very happy thatthe womanI’'m
planning to marry enjoys these ac-
tivities with me, but she has very
little experience.

LastChristmas, sheboughtatent
for us to use on our outdoor adven-
tures, knowing that I was shopping
around and comparing models and
trying to find the perfect one. She
was very excited to see me tear off
the wrapping paper, and I truly ap-
preciate her affection and effort.
However, the tent she purchased is
much too heavy and bulky to use for
backpacking.

We are young and have modest
incomes, and we both value thrifti-
ness, so should I ask her to return the
tent and purchase one that would be
more suitable for our adventures?
Or should I keep quiet, purchase the
lightweight tent that I desire, and
use her gift just when she and I are
traveling together on less demand-
ing outings? How can I get the tent
[ need without dampening her en-
thusiasm for outdoor activities?

— OUTDOORSMAN

DEAR OUTDOORSMAN:
Explain that you love her for
wanting to surprise you, but some
things are better selected together
— such as wedding rings and
houses. I am almost positive that
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she’ll understand your logic if
you put it that way. However, if
she doesn’t, then pack up the tent
and suggest that the two of you
take a short hike together with
HER carrying it.

DEARABBY:Iam writing to ask
your advice on how to deal with a
dear friend of many years. She in-
formed my husband and me last
week that she is pregnant “acciden-
tally” for the second time by a man
she doesn’t want to be with.

She spent several hours crying
and looking for support and advice
from me, but I am not sure how to
give it. You see, after two miscar-
riages last year, my husband and I
are trying very hard to conceive
again. I amtaking progesterone and
going through a huge mental and
physical struggle to have a child,
and it is difficult for me to console
her in her pregnancy complaints
and upset over the circumstances of
her condition (for the second time!).

I just want to cry out to her that I
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would give my rightarmto have the
child sheis carrying. She knows my
situation, and I have tried to tell her
how hard thisis forme. [ amnot sure
how to save my sanity. Please help!
— HURTING
DEAR HURTING: Your
friend’s egocentricity is shocking
under the circumstances. If she
had any empathy for your situa-
tion, she would not have sought
out your shoulder to cry on. Be-
cause I can’t “fix” her, the best
advice I can offer is to tell her ex-
actly what you have told me. If
she’s going to remain your friend,
she needs to hear it.

DEAR ABBY: My godparents
will be celebrating their 50th wed-
ding anniversary soon. However,
one of them is suffering from
Alzheimer’s and is in a nursing
home. I would like to send a care
package to honor their special day,
but I don’t know what to include
since the Alzheimer’s patient can’t
use many of the things some elderly

people might enjoy. Any sugges-
tions?
— DEVOTED GODCHILD
DEAR DEVOTED: I am sure
that if you created an album of
special memories for the couple,
it would be deeply appreciated.
Also, some tapes or CDs of music
from “‘their era’” — the ’40s, ’50s
and ’60s — might bring them
both pleasure.

DEAR ABBY: Whatis your take
on these two similar situations? We
were recently invited to attend a
surprise birthday party foramanin
his late 40s. We were all to meet at
a lovely restaurant. Somehow he
found out the day before and called
each guest, saying he had “other
plans and the party is off.” (A bla-
tant excuse.)

How about another grown man,
my neighbor? I had invited his fam-
ily over forasmall, casual dinner at
my home on his birthday. Immedi-
ately upon entering, he saw the
cake, said, “I don’t celebrate my
birthday!” slammed the door and
left. He didn’teven say “thanks any-
way.”

Is this considered normal behav-
ior?Iwas trying to show his daugh-
ter — my goddaughter — that you
“receive by giving,” but it sure
backfired.

I'wasn’ttrying toembarrass him,

just show him that we love him.
— NEVER AGAIN

DEAR NEVER AGAIN: A
birthday party is not acommand
performance. You have described
two individuals who have “birth-
day party issues.” They probably
have good reasons for them, and
they are entitled to their feelings.

The first man called the party
off in enough time so that he did
not inconvenience any of the
guests. As to your neighbor, his
response was bothimmature and
ungracious. One would think that
his daughter or his wife would
have warned you about how
strongly he felt about birthday
celebrations. For them to have
allowed the situation to go as far
as it did was wrong.

Please do not take what hap-
pened too personally. And in the
future, if you plan a birthday cel-
ebration, try to discreetly find out
if one would be welcomed.

DEAR ABBY: My husband and
I relocated 1,200 miles away from
my family because of my husband’s
work. I haven’t seen my mother
since last September. My brotheris
having his 40th birthday, and Mo-
ther called my husband and begged
him to let me come. Because Idon’t
work, Idon’tlike to ask my husband
for vacation money for myself

alone. He told her I could go.

My daughters, however, are hav-
ing ahard time dealing with the fact
that I’m taking a trip without them.
They are 16 and 10, and have their
father and grandmother to look af-
ter them while I’'m gone. Of course,
my husband’s mother didn’tlike the
fact that I’d be gone for a week.
She’s afraid she’ll have to do some-
thing for one of them in my absence.
(She does nothing all week but
shop.) My girls can take care of
themselves, and my 10-year-old
will be supervised by my 16-year-
old and her father. I am just upset
that I’m getting flak about going to
see my mother. It has been almost a
year! What canIsay to my children
to make them feel better about Mom
taking a trip without them?

— FEELING GUILTY

DEAR FEELING GUILTY:
For heaven’s sake, stop allowing
them to make you feel guilty! It
will only lessen your enjoyment of
the family reunion. Tell your
daughters goodbye, you’ll see
them in one week, and when you
do, you’ll bring them back a nice
present.

Children tend to be self-cen-
tered creatures, so stop expecting
them to think more about you
than themselves right now. They
will survive, trust me. And the
respite will be good for all of you.
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Without a proper estate protection strategy, your
loved ones may not receive all you've worked so
hard to achieve. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

can help ensure your assets pass according to
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James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139

i Check out

David L. Browne 1
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

%/ our low rates.

# Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.
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Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

JOHN’S

WELDING

* Welding & Repair
* Field Service
+ Miscellaneous Repairs

Brewster, KS
785-694-3553

leave message

Colby, Kansas 67701
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JEFF HARLOW

CeII 785 443- 1082

New Beginnings

Counseling

Services
Douglas Finley, LMSW
Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Toll Free: 866-608-9723
Evening Appointments

Looking to buy used Grasshoppers?
Looking to sell a used Grasshopper?

Go to
http:/www.brownandtanusedzeroturnmowers.com
Or contact

kay67107 @yahoo.com

Rory Henry e

gvanced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773
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Thomas County Insurance [
has been serving i
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin » 462-3939 Serving Your Insurance Needs
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and
Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

{”50’% CARE

Opgv®

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
+ Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

VV

Taylor MOTORS
“Used Car Headquarters of NW KS”

Darin Snyder, Salesman

1000 Taylor Ave. ¢ Colby, KS 67701
785-460-3317; 800-834-2338; www.taylor-motors.com

GM

1114 Main, Gem {7 85) 452-35d1

* Tree Removal & Trimming -« Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrmsesATnurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 :'%>’w;‘. CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 T e QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 RS WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | ol WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS # Nights Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 | 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel i $505 3 BOOK SUMMER
m(llggEAN -_ Air & Hotel s fﬁ‘;‘.} ; 3 VACATIONS NOW!
Cruise & Air | : 5
ALASKAN CRUISE RS YRR A Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3! n -
LONDON, ENGLAND Ar&Hotel | $700 | 3! All'specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3P 83{15!3 {Max 45! and are subject to availability
el it

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

Machines *Vacuums *Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Now Scheduling Spring Cleaning!

Commercial ® Residential
Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado!

' 785-462-6995 ~

' New System
3 Professional
Window Cleaning
Chris & Beth Lewon + 650 N. Grant -

Call for your
FREE estimate!

“We do windows!”

Colby, KS

800-611-6735

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical
solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




